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INFTRODUCTION

In the last twenty-five years, thousands of people have re-
ported the persistent appearances of UFO phenomena. A
careful examination of the patterns of these reports has al-
ready shown that they follow definite laws for which no
explanation has been found. These statistical facts have
been adequately documented elsewhere! and will not con-
cern us here, nstead we will examine a more exciting sub-
ject: the role of this phenomenon and its impact on each of
us. The aim of this book is to offer a new point of view on
UFOs,

It has become important to pose the UFO ‘problem’ in a
new fashion because our cultural beliefs regarding the
existence of forms of consciousness elsewhere in the uni-
verse are undergoing major shifts. Perhaps these shifts have
been precipitated by the realization that outer space has
been opened to man and by the feeling of the smallness and
the isolation of our planet brought back by astronauts. Per-
haps they are flowing from the hope that other civilizations
may already have solved the economic and social prob-
Iems that concern every country on earth today, The scope
and impact of this cultural change have received some atten-
tion, but no attempt has yet been made to understand its
basic mechanism,

In this book I propose to examine the hypothesis that
UFOs may constitute a control system; that they are not

1. See in particular the book Challenge to Science by Jacques and
Janine Vallee (Chicago: Regnery, 1966) and the paper ‘Basic Patterns
in UFQ Observations” by Claude Poher and Jacques Vallee, Paper
7542, the American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics (January,
1975), 13th Aerospace Sciences Meeting.
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necessarily caused by extraterrestrial visitors, nor the resuit
of misidentifications and hoaxes on the part of deluded
witnesses. If the hypothesis is true, then what the witnesses
have seen were manifestations of a process not unlike that
of a thermostat in a house. The thermostat is a mechanism
that stabilizes the relationship between our body ternpera-
ture requirements and the changing weather outside. Simi-
larly, UFOs may setve to stabilize the relationship between
man’s consciousness needs and the evolving complexities of
the world which he must understand. This book will explore
this phenomenon.

Among those of my scientific colleagues who have taken
an interest in UFQs, there have been two major approaches,
which might be termed ‘technological’ and ‘psychological’.
Several physicists and engineers have examined UFO re-
ports from a ‘nuts and bolts’ point of view; on the other
hand, the same UFO reports have been interpreted by
psychologists as archetypes or as the fulfillment of a psycho-
logical need of the percipient. Modern science developed on
the premise that these two domains of the physical and the
psychological must always be carefully separated. In my
view this distinction, although convenient, has been arbi-
trary. The UFQ phenomenon is a direct challenge to this
arbitrary dichotomy between physical reality and spiritual
reality.

In this book I will not confine myself to the examination
of the physical reality, but will frankly step from this to the
experiential and even to the mythical. T will approach this
inquiry within the framework of descriptive phenomenology,
which social scientist Cynthia Nelson has defined as follows:

Descriptive phenomenology attempts to communicate the
quality and structure of experiences, be they clear and
symbolically defined ... or diffuse and even not sym-
bolized. Its subject matter is any concrete phenomenon
in experience.?

2. From a paper, ‘Stress, Religious BExpericnce and Mental Health:

A Phenomenological View?, presented at the Third International Cons
Eress of Social Psychiatry, Zagreb, 1970,
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Instead of asking, like the physicist, ‘Does the pheno-
menen interact with measurable quantities of its environ-
ment? o, like the psychologist, “What mental impulses or
behavioral needs does the report fulfill? we will review
what is experienced by the witnesses; we will observe what
they do as a result of these experiences; and we will attempt
to correlate thern within a total framework.

In 1968, during the months following the Six-Day War,
many people claimed to have witnessed apparitions of the
Virgin Mary in Zeitonn (Egypt). Cynthia Nelson was led to
ask the question of the meaning of that reality in a way that
is directly applicable to our study of UFQOs:

As phenomenologists we suspend judgment as to whether
the apparition is really real (a question for scientific
naturalism) and attempt rather to understand what
people do when confronting stress. If men define situa~
tions as real they are real in their consequences.®

In this sense the UFO phenomenon is undoubtedly real.
What does it mean, then, to say that it may represent a con-
trol system? And what is the quantity that is being con-
trolled? ¥ will try to show that what takes place through
close encounters with UFOs is control of human beliefs,
control of the relationship between our consciousness and
physical reality, that this control has been in force through-
out history, and that it is of secondary importance that it
should now assume the form of sightings of space visitors.

When the object we call UFQ is visible to us in the reality
of everyday life, I think that it constitutes both a physical
entity with mass, inertia, volnme, etc., which we can
mmeasure, and a window toward another mode of reality for
at least some of the percipients. Is this why witnesses can
give us at the same time a consistent narrative ("At 1:35 1
was driving on highway 58 . . .”} and a description of contact
with forms of life that fit no acceptable framework ? These
forms of life may be similar to projections; they may be
real, yet a product of our dreams. Like our dreams, we can

3. Bbid,
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look into their hidden meaning, or we can ignore them. Bat
like our dreams, they may also shape what we think of as
our lives in ways that we do not yet understand.

I might as well confess at the outset that I have seen
phenomena I can only call UFOs. I have not only seen them,
but on two occasions in the course of my professional work
have tracked them, using small telescopes called theodolites.
A few of my astronomer colleagues had made similar obser-
vations, and after making inquiries, we became aware of
many similar sightings by professional astronomers the
world over.

The objects we were fracking were not spectacular, but
the reaction they elicited among French scientists at the
time fascinated me. Instead of asking if these seemingly
maneuverable and ‘impossible’ objects could be a mani-
festation of some advanced technology (and in some cases
it may well have been terrestrial), they thought only of sup-
pressing their manifestation. They did this by denying every
cbservation, by blaming it on airplanes when the docu-
mentation was unassailable, and by destroying the data
when it was demonstrated to them that no airplane could
have behaved as the objects did.

The insight I derived from this early experience with
scientific skepticism proved invaluable. It brought me into
contact with a nnmber of scientists who, like myself, wanted
to understand the nature of the UFQ phenomenon, and
were especially bent upon determining whether or not it had
an intelligent origin, This group has grown larger over the
years. Whimsically, it calls itself the ‘Invisible College’,

Dr J. Allen Hynek, in an article called ‘The UFQ Mys-
tery’, published in the FBI Bulletin (Vol. 44, no. 2, Feb,
1975), has said:

Way back in the ‘dark ages’ of science, when scientists
themselves wete suspected of being in league with the
Devil, they had to work privately, They often met clan-
destinely to exchange views and the results of their various
experiments. For this reason, they called themselves the
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Invisible College. And it remained invisible until the
scientists of that day gained respectability when the Royal
Society was chartered by Charles 11 in the early 1660’s.

My interest in UFOs has gone through several phases
during this period, but my curiosity about the behavior of
scientists who destroy, distort, or simply ignore the very
facts they are supposed to investigate, has never been satis-
fied. Scientists are not the only ones to blame for the un-
fortunate stigma that is still attached to the subject of
UFOs, but such a gap has appeared between their official
beliefs and the beliefs of millions of people that a re-
examination of the entire problem is now necessary.

We have, on one hand, the facts — thousands of unex-
plained observations by reliable witnesses. They stand as
a monument to the limitations of our understanding, T will
not enumerate these cases again. The curious reader will
find them in such accessible places as the works of J. Allen
Hynek, of Aimé Michel, John Fuller, and others (see the
bibliography at the end of this book). One of my own earlier
books, Passport to Magonia, contains a catalogue of 923
unexplained UFO landings, and the size of this evidence is
increasing daily.

We have, on the other band, a paucity of theories to
account for this richness of data. Either this must be inven-
tion, delusion, hoax, and mirages, the experts tell us, or else
we are being visited by an extraterrestrial race. 1 cannot
subscribe to either explanation, I have argued for many
years that the phenomenon could not be explained by hoax
and illusion alone, that it contains an opportunity for
genuinely new knowledge. In this book T hope to show why
these unesplained observations need not represent a visita-
tion from space visitors.

Much of my motivation for examining critically the extra-
terrestrial theory has come from a study of the information
of witness accounts, which I processed on a computer using
modern techniques of analysis. Many of these accounts
describe the occupants of the craft; this material js rich
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enough for us to form a good idea of these beings® physio-
logy and behavior, if it in fact corresponded to the condi-
tions of biological evolution we can assume on other planets.
What we obtain instead is a picture of a different level of
existence, a reality that seems to cut through our own at
right angles, It is what T call the reality of Magonia. But
there is more.

No theory of UFOs can be deemed acceptable if it does
not account for the reported psychic effects produced by
these objects. By “psychic effects’ I refer to the space-time
distortions experienced by percipients of craft-like devices
which appear or ‘fade away’ on the spot, in ways that are
reminiscent of descriptions of ‘materializations’ in the
spiritualist literature. The data also show that many wit-
nesses have had unique experiences with apparently ‘alien’
voices or thoughts in connection with the sightings. But T
am especially referring to the fact that certain witnesses
have been changed in a manner that is not explained by the
events they claim to have observed. The best way to illus-
trate the complexity of these psychic effects is to examine
two examples that are particularly instructive.

In October, 1973, I met a man who wanted to discuss
with me what he called his ‘mission’, He was a neatly
dressed engineering executive who wore a dark suit and
thick glasses. He stressed the importance of preserving his
anonymity — he had experienced a great change in his life,
he said, as a result of which he had come to the United
States where he was now working with an electronic com-
pany. The change in his life had occurred when he had been
taken aboard a flying saucer and had been taught ‘certain
things’. Coutrary to most contactees, however, he sought no
publicity, had no message to deliver to humanity, and did
not claim to understand what had happened to him, He
only knew that he was no longer the same person,

At the time of this encounter I had been for over a year
in touch with another man whose story was similar but on
the veracity of which I had reserved judgment. This other
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man was Uri Geller, the Israeli psychic who began an enter-
tainment career as a stage magician but later puzzled the
scientists who tested his abilities in the laboratory. Like the
engineer, Geller had been inside what he described as a
UFO. Like him, he had experienced a major life change and
feft his country. Like him, he felt that he had been given a
‘mission’ and that he was the center of peculiar physical
effects. So, when I met the engineer, instead of brushing
aside the entire story — as 1 might have done before my
acquaintance with Geller ~ 1 speat several hours listening
to him with an open mind trying to understand his experi-
ences and his motivations.

This series of events had begun in July, 1961, when the
engineer, who was then a student, was walking through the
countryside with four other men during an archeological
field trip. At some point, he found himself separated from
the group, wandered behind a cluster of trees, where sud-
denly he saw an object on the ground; it was a disk-shaped
vehicle about twenty feet wide with a translucent ‘elevator’
that lifted him to a cabin.

As in a dream or a movie, the vehicle transported him
into a desolate area far away from this spot and landed near
a large machine reminiscent of a computer, about five feet
high and twenty feet long, with row after row of ‘recordings’.
Tt was not a teaching machine of any known ecarthly type:
during the three hours he spent with the device his im-
pression was that it kept playing these recordings and ‘feed-
ing thetr contents directly into his brain’. After this session
he flew back alone. Eighteen days had elapsed as far as his
friends and family were concerned. His father, 2 govern-
ment official, had caused several police and military units
to look for him, He was found within feet of the spot where
he had last been seen. He still wore the same flower at his
buttonhole. His clothes were impeccable. He did not need a
shave.

The story was unbelievable, as the witness himself soon
realized, To satisfy the unwonted curiosity of the numerons
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people who bothered his family, he ‘confessed’ that it had
been a joke. This explanation had the desired effect, and the
case was gradually forgotten.

In the meantime this man’s life was changmg in several
ways. For example, for the first six months after the inci-
dent, he required an abnormal amount of sleep; he would
fall asleep about six in the evening and not wake up until
seven in the morning, Then the pattern changed, and he
required less and less sleep. Now he says that he requires
only a few hours of sleep each night. And also, in the Uni-
versity courses he attended, everything that was taught now
came to him with perfect clarity and total recall. Moreover,
he stopped dreaming {or recalling his dreams). Finally, he
states that he has not experienced sickness in any form since
the incident.

This man’s experiences following the UFO encounter are
very similar to those of a number of individuals, only a few
of whom attempt to publicize their observations,

Uri Geller is an example of one UFQ ‘percipient” who
developed some rather exiraordinary beliefs about himself
and about the future as a result of what he describes as an
encounter with a flying saucer. An American para-psycholo-
gist, Dr Andrija Puharich, brought Geller to the United
States in 1971 and arranged for the young man to be studied
under laboratory conditions at several scientific institu-
tions. Geller's abilities include what can best be described
as the triggering of a force which affects material objects,
and which sometimes even s¢ems to lead to dematerializa-
tions, Many of the manifestations arpund him are similar to
classical ‘poltergeist’ phenomena as described in the folk-
lore of many countries: mysterious breakage and dis-
appearance of objects, usually ascribed to the imagination
of the witnesses. The puzzling fact here is that some pheno-
mena affecting mass and inertia appear to be reproducible
in the laboratory. Most remarkable for our purpose, how-
ever, is the fact that Geller believes himself invested with a
mission, given to him by a mysterious space source. Some
of his foltowers even suggest that he might be a Messiah.
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The engineer whose experiences I am summarizing here
has developed along lines similar to Geller, although his
psychological makeup is considerably different. He is with-
drawn and secretive, while Geller is a showman. The engin-
eer is a very quiet and well-organized man whose greatest
wish is to remain unknown. He feels that he has received
certain information from the ‘teaching machine’, that he
has acquired the ability to ‘leave his body’, that he is now
able to transfer his consciousness at will into other objects
or into space, and that he can trigger 2 psychokinetic power
similar to that of Geller, who claims that he bends or
breaks objects by pure thought,

The most directly verifiable consequence of this ‘incident’
in the engineer’s life has been his departure from his
country to pursue his ‘mission’ in the United States, more
specifically in California. Here, he states, some major
changes will take place. Although he feels they wifl be social
and political in nature, he does not claim to have been given
any particular message to announce to the world. The entire
story is absurd, yet disturbing,

‘Absurd’, too, is the change in his eyesight caused by the
experience, Prior to his alleged abduction this man had per-
fect eyesight in both eyes. It deteriorated rapidly afterward,
a fact he attributes to a blinding, blinking light that was
sitnated on top of the ‘machine’. Some sort of vibration
generated pain under the ear, at the base of the skull,
throughout the experience. And a last absurd detail is this
one: the witness states that he saw a vehicle and a machine -
but he did not see a pilot, nor an occupant, nor any identi-
fiable form of intelligent life in connection with these
devices!

The common denominator in these two stories is the
feeling of absurdity caused by the superimposition of psy-
chic effects — psychokinesis, telepathy, travel to a different
space-time frame - to the array of physical descriptions that
have come to characterize the UFQO phenomenon in general,
Both these men claim to have observed a craft, to have
entered it, and to have received information from visible
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and tangible devices. It is by concentrating upon the nature
of this apparent absurdity that we can start looking for a
general framework within which these experiences can find
an interpretation.

Four major elements have combined in the last few years
to shape a new framework for the study of UFO reports, a
framework I will refer to in Chapter Five as ‘The Hilltop
Theory’. These four elements that forced a revision of pre-
vious ideas about UFQs (such as the ‘mass psychosis’ idea
and the ‘space visitors’ idea) are: (1) the psychic component
present in the apparent space and time alterations and in
the information transfer reported by the percipients; (2) the
nature of personal, social, and governmental reaction to the
phenomenon, which can be described as triple coverup;
(3) the observation of patterns of belief (akin to a new re-
ligious or mystical movement) among those who claim to
be in contact with nonhuman intelligences; and (4) the
sophisticaled groups which are already exploiting these
patterns, such as the UMMO organization in Spain, A
chapter will be devoted to each one of the elements.

The new framework opens areas of investigation which
have not unti! now been tied to the analysis of the total
phenomenon, notably the investigation of the religious ex-
perience and the so-called ‘miracles’, which we will intro-
duce in Chapter Six, and the teports of psychic phenomena,
such as those exhibited by Geller.

These are the points on which we will bpild a concept of
the purpose of the technology that produces the modern
signs in the sky — a technology that can assume many more
surprising forms than it has so far shown.

Every human acrivity has a secret side. Science does not
escape this rufe. Beyond the dry, humorless reporting of
experiments in the pages of technical magazines there is
the reality of research as it is lived by many men and
women. Much of their existence is spent gathering data and
observing facts. Not all the data they gather see the light of
day. Not all the facts they observe become public knowledge.
As the ‘Century of Science’ draws to an end, more and
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more of the material that researchers discover fails to be pub-
Hshed because it fits into no convenient, pre-existing frame-
work. In particular, the UFQ phenomenoan is still largely
ignored by science although it has been a subject of per-
sistent mystery for the last twenty-five years.

There is one haunting thought underlying the UFO
phenomenon : something mysterious seems to be manifested
in our environment — the ‘things® have been seen by thou-
sands of people in all countries. They have been tracked on
military radar, and they have been photographed by astro-
naufs, leading many to the belief that they originated in
outer space. They have been filmed by rocket-borne cameras
and touched by farmers. They have been adored by simple
people, denied by scientists, prayed to by the devout, cursed
by primitives and celebrated by poets. They have been
called Flying Saucers, Unidentified Flying Objects, Un-
correlated Targets,

This is not simply a book about UFOs or UCTs. This
book presents & personal interpretation of their patterns in
the light of current changes in human consciousness. Basic
to this interpretation is the fact that now, as at the end of
the medieval era, there is a role to play for an Invisible
College of scientists interested in totally new concepts.

The work of the Invisible College of UFO researchers is
revolutionary because the scientists who compose it (about
a hundred of them in five or six countries) are challenging
accepted ideas in claiming that these strange observations
deserve to be investigated and that no theory about them
- no matter how fantastic by ordinary human standards -
should be refected without study. For a quarter of a century
they have devoted their time and energy to this task. They
bave provided discreet support to groups of amateurs who
have assembled the data that could not be obtained through
official channels, and they have safeguarded these valuable
records. Occasionally they have been able to keep the press
and the public informed of the reality of the phenomena
and of the existence of a serious - if inconspicuous — effort
to understand it.
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The research of the Invisible College has involved every
available piece of scientific equipment — from flying-spot
scanners to electronic microscopes — and much informa-
tion of a remarkable nature has been found about the
elusive ‘saucers’. I was introduced to this informal group
over ten years ago, when Dr J. Allen Hynek, the US Air
Force's expert on UFQ matters, invited me to apply my
background in computer science to a study of the statistical
procedures used by Project Blue Book. In the ensuing years
1 learned much about UFQs which was not then, and still
is not now, public kuowledge. 1 examined the 10,000 reports
contained at that time in the files of the USAF, spending
four years in sorting the signal from the noise. I visited the
Foreign Technology Division of Wright-Patterson Air
Force Base, where the Air Force centralized its ‘official’
data. I found that frustration concerning this bafling prob-
lem was as high or even higher among military personnel as
1t was among the best informed of my scientific colleagues.
And yet it did not seem that anything could be done to
bring the facts into a sharper focus. Research went on
slowly, and the reality of the problem was met day after day
in the course of our quest,

As the significant facts were sorted out from the trivia, a
strange and bewildering picture emerged: not only were the
objects seen in the air, they were reported to land in the
fields and on the roads of our planet. They affected the lives
of human beings who found themselves close to them. A
few of these witnesses gave stories to the press and were
ridiculed. A much greater number never spoke at all. The
scientists do not suspect, even now, to what extent the wit-
nesses are reluctant to speak, They assume that thege is
nothing more to UFOs than what they occasionally read in
the newspapers, and they feel justified in rejecting the whole
thing.

Today the events 1 have been monijtoring seem to have
entered a phase that makes our methodology obsolete, The
appearance on the scene of a few individuals with apparently
abnormal abilities, like Uri Geller, who seeks and receives
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much publicity, and of others perhaps equally gifted, like
my engineer friend, who wants absolutely to remain hidden,
gives 2 new twist to this whole problem. It is not possible to
study such data with the techniques of statistics or physics
alone. The cooperation of a much larger group is needed,
not as a new scientific society but as a2 growing community
of people seriously considering and researching the subject.
For this reason I have decided to place on record the facts
and the issues as I have perceived them, hiding nothing of
their complexity and stating what I think are their implica-
tions. And I propose the elements of a blueprint for a con-
tinued serious examination of the problem.

I cannot accept the idea (proposed by Dr Puharich and
others) that mankind is being psychically contacted by a
benign intelligence from outer space. I do not believe Uri
Geller is a new Messiah, Neither can T believe my engineer
friend when he tells me that according to the ‘teaching
machine’ the beings from outer space who fly the UFOs
have no religion in the human sense and live in never-
ending love, can make life longer and can replace any organ
in the body. But how can I say that this man is a sincere
witness, and yet reject his beliefs? This is one of the ques-
tions I think my book will answer.

1 believe that 2 powerful force has influenced the human
race in the past and is again influencing it now. Does this
force originate entirely within human consciousness, or does
it represent alien intervention? This is the question that
forms the basis of the work of the Invisible College. And
here is what we know.,

San Francisco, California
March, 1975



CHAPTER ONE

The Psychic Component

In August of 1960 T witnessed the appearance of two
UFQOs and since that time have had occasional encounters
with the phenomena. All of my experiences of this nature
have been closely associated with psychic awareness in
one form or another.

~ letter from Mr C., August 25, 1974

Duwring the drive between Burford and Stratford ¥ had
some startling and, to me, novel insights into what I can
only describe as the nature of reality. They were connected
in some way to this shining disk, and have had a profound
effect on me, causing what is commonly known as a per-
sonality change. I won’t try to explain what those insights
were since almost all the religions of the world have tried
to do this and have failed.

— letter from Ms U. December 13, 1973

Return of a Specter

It is difficult for the public to tolerate a mystery that refuses
to die. When encounters with unidentified flying objects
were suddenly reported all over the United States during
the first half of QOctober, 1973, and when two men from
Pascagoula, Mississippi, told their tale of abduction by
grotesque robot-like creatures, the public recognized the
return of a specter that the good doctors of science had pro-
nounced dead and buried with great pomp just a fow years
before. The burial had been performed by the University of
Colorado at the cost of nearly half a million dollars, and the
eight-hundred-page post-mortem had clearly stated that the
study of UFOs ‘cannot be justified in the expectation that
science will be advanced thereby’. Professor Condon, who

U.F.O0~—2
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led the study, felt so strongly about the uselessness of the
whole thing that he destroyed the project files. (Three days
before his death, in March, 1974, he was still urging a
physicist friend to drop his study of UFOs. When he was
told that a documentary was being prepared he advocated
that all the footage be burned.) The Air Force subsequently
closed down its own public-relations office for the monitor-
ing of sighting reports (Project Blue Book) with a similar
declaration.

When the sightings exploded again in the world press, it
became clear that the subject of UFQOs was as alive as cver.
It was easy for flying saucer enthusiasts everywhere to ex-
claim: “We told you so!” But it was not so easy for the
witnesses to understand what they had seen. And it was
even harder for them to forget it.

Some never will. A busband and wife team who drove a
truck in the Midwest were fired from their job when they
reported that an object had followed them along a Missouri
road one Qctober night, emitting a burst of light that
blinded the busband (inducing some loss of eyesight, similar
to the case of the engineer I have mentioned in the Intro-
duction) and caused the plastic frame of his glasses to melt.
Like the Pascagoula story of robot-like monsters, the facts
were unbelievable to local scientists, who examined them
out of the context of the overall phenomenou. Professor
Condon had had the same problem: zll the members of his
team had been selected because they had no previous know-
ledge of the subject, Yet it is only when one analyzes the
thousands of similar occurrences in the last iwenty-five years
and in all countries that one achieves some degree of under~
standing. My own statements here are based upon exactly
such an analysis. We are looking at a phenomenon that
many have thought dead because they have ignored the
global nature of its manifestation.

In fact UFO activity has nor abated in recent years Even
during the Colorado study, when investigators were at pains
to find sightings in the United States, a large wave of obser-
~vations was taking place in Spain and Portugal. The U8,
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investigators never heard about these. In 1972 there was a
peak of activity in Puerto Rico and many interesting cases
took place in Western Europe. Interest was low among the
news media, however, and the fact that the close encounters
tend to take place in sparsely populated areas makes the
study of these waves a difficult matter,

In recent years, too, the report of paranormal events in
connection with close encounters with UFOs seems to have
become the rule rather than the exception, and most in-
vestigators have found it very difficult to deal with this aspect
of the cases. Such events might take the form of minor
‘unexplained coincidences’ in which a man might have bad
a dream prior to the sighting (or heard a knock on the door
and gone to open it, only to find no one was there, as hap-
pened to a policeman who later the same evening reported
being paralyzed by two occupants of an unknown craft).
Sometimes the event was more significant. A number of
witnesses, for example, reported perceiving distinct ‘mes-
sages’ inside their heads, a fact they interpreted as an indica-
tion of a telepathic ability on the part of the UFO occupants.
Still other categories of psychic events are the distortions of
time and space reported by witnesses and the apparent
violations of physical laws represented by the sudden appear-
ance and disappearance of physical craft. Close observers,
like the engineer mentioned in the Introduction, have re-
ported something akin to & trip into a paraliel time-stream.

These observations constitute what I have termed the
‘psychic component’ of the UFO pheaomenon.

The aspect of the sightings that I find interesting is the
very same aspect that has made scientists from other disci-
plines turn away in disgust; I am referring to their apparent
absurdity. My field of research is the nature of information,
its use by people, its transliteration in the form of docu-
ments, and its representation in the behavior of automata.
By using the techniques of this field one can observe how
major waves of UFQ sightings (such as the 1973 wave in
the U.S.) make an impact on our culture: they begin with
4 sudden series of impressive incidents which receive wide
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publicity; soon many people are excited and demand an
explanation; everyday the media report new cases; this
period of acute activity may last from a period of a few
weeks to three months.

When this initial phase is over, according to the patierns
1 have traced in previous periods, the genuine cases become
adulterated with wishful thinking and fakes: some hoaxer
confesses, or some photograph of a sky object enthusi-
astically carried on the front page of major newspapers is
recognized as a picture of a weatber balloon at sunset. The
public laughs, and the wave of ridicule sweeps into oblivion
hundreds of genuine sightings that deserved serious scrutiny,
Then the task of compiling the observations, sorting them
out, classifying them, and looking for patterns becomes a
lonely one again. A few scientists are still pursuing this task
in spite of the apparent absurdity of the data. Their work to
unravel the UFO enigma centers increasingly on the psychic
component of the reports, that aspect of many accounts
that is indicative either of direct, extrasensory communi-
cation between the witness and the phenomenon or of direct
influence of that phenomenon on the witness that is un-
explainable by ordinary physical means,

Qver the Accelerator

In the foothills of the California coastal range, just west of
the city of Menlo Park where the Stanford linear accelerator
plunges straight under the newly constructed expressway,
there is a spot of unusual beauty, It is situated within a mile
or so of a densely populated area, yet it gives one a feeling
of utier loneliness; the linear accelerator stretches deep into
this valley, guarded by wire fences, yet the fields around it
have kept a sort of bucolic charm; where the accelerator
ends there is a funnel-shaped depression which is not visible
from the road. It is from that depression that a man saw an
unusual object rise one evening in February, 1972.

The man was first attracted to the object by a humming
sound it made (humming sounds, buzzing noises, and some-
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thing compared to the swarming of bees are commonly re-
ported as the auditory perception associated with a UFO).
He stopped his car and he and his companion got out. The
hum became more distinct as the object came into view. It
was glowing red. It flew in a straight tine, up the hill, as if
foliowing the roof of the elongated tunnel. Then it flew
down again and was lost from sight in the valley. But not
for long. ¥t soon came back into view and this time it took
off, rising very high and very fast as it passed overhead. The
two men below saw it clearly: it was somewhat like looking
directly at the sun, they said, although contours of the light
were sharp, The impression was not like observing a strong
projector attached to a flying object; it was more like look-
ing through a window that ‘opened on the inside of a star’,

The witness who told me this story mentioned having
previously seen unidentified objects, On a certain occasion
in Montana he had observed two disk-shaped craft crossing
his path, and they had come to hover in a fleld. He walked
toward them and approached within seventy-five feet. He
had the intense feeling of being under observation, even at
that distance. He used the word ‘communication’.

‘But how could you tell?” I asked him. ‘You have men-
tioned no window, no indication that there was life on
these objects.’ '

‘Have you ever been close to a whale? the witness asked
me, implying that he had the vague feeling that the object
somchow was aware of him, as a large animal is aware of
the presence of a man while appearing to ignore him.

Do Not Report This!

Accounts such as the one I have just quoted abound in a
corner of the psychic house that too few people interested
in paranormal phenomena ever take the trouble to visit. In
the last twenty-flve years, at least five thousand sightings of
unidentified flying objects have been filed away unexplained
by competent investigators (I am not referring here to the
number of cases reported but only to those mmsolved, and
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my figure is a very conservative one), but no bridge has yet
been built between this body of data and the evidence that
exists for psychic pbenomena such as psychokinesis,
prophecy, and telepathy. Such a bridge is needed, not only
because current research on parapsychology could help ex-
plain some of the more mystifying UFQO incidents, but also
because an understanding of the nature of the UFQ pheno-
menon could provide new insights into unusual events that
have not yet been duplicated in the laboratory, and would
give a clue to the mechanism of some psychic processes.

The nature of the problem can be illustrated by another
example, a report given to me by a woman living in Berke-
ley, California, who once observed a series of five round
objects crossing the sky over East San Francisco Bay. She
mmmediately thought they must be balloons. Then the first
one accelerated and, upon reaching a certain spot, shot
straight out of sight at an unbelievable speed. The second
object did the same a few moments later while the other
three continued. Then the third object dashed ahead and
vanished in the sky. And the fourth, and finally the fifth.
The sky was empty once again. But in the mind of the witness
there was a strange thought, the strong suggestion that this
‘was all right for her to see’. This was accompanied by
another thought which almost came as an explicit message:
This was nothing that she should report. And indeed she
went home without breathing a word of the event to anyone,
until she attended a lecture where I raised the question of
the possibility of unconscious or repressed ‘contact’. We
will observe throughout this book how frequently witnesses
decide to withhold this kind of information.

If we disregard the last part of the woman’s festimony,
she is simply another person among millions of Americans
who believe that, at one time or another, they have seen a
UFO. But do we have a right to disregard that section of
ber report? And what happens if we do take into considera-
tion the fact that she distinctly felt a direct imperative
message had been implanted in her mind, and that it was
as much a part of the occurrence as her sensory observation
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of five luminous objects? What happens if we examine the
files of UFQ sightings with an open mind regarding such
‘psychic components’? We find that pbenomena of pre-
coghition, telepathy, and even healing are not unusual
among the reports, especiafly when they involve close range
observation of an object or direct exposure to its light.

The Case of Dr X

The following case is among the most thoroughly investigated
accounts of the interaction between human percipi-
ents (those who have ‘perceived’ the phenomenon by what-
ever means) and the phenomenon of UFQs, It involved a
medical doctor who holds an important official position in
southern France. What is unusual about this case, which
occurred the night of November 1-2, 1968, s the fact that
competent investigators (including an astrophysicist, a
psychiatrist and a physiologist) were able to gain rapid
access to the data and to monitor the development of sub-
sequent events without interference from the press or from
military authorities. The witness wants absolutely no pub-
licity in connection with bis experiences: neither his patients
nor his immediate family know of the events, which have
been presented only in a British publication specialized in
high-quality documentation of UFQ phenomena (the Fly-
ing Saucer Review, edited by Mr C. Bowen, ¢/o Compendi-
um Books, 281 Camden High Street, London NW1).
Shortly before 4 A.M. that night, the doctor was awakened
by the calls of his 14-month-old baby. Experiencing some
pain because three days earlier he had injured his leg while
chopping wood and still had a large haematoma (an area of
accurnulated blood under the skin), he got up and found
the baby gesturing toward the window with excitement,
Through the shutters, the doctor saw what he first took to
be flashes of lightning, but he paid little atiention to this,
gave a bottle of water to the baby, and went on to inspect
the house, for it was raining very hard (though no thunder
could be heard). The light flashes continued, coming from
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the western part of the wide landscape that can be seen
from the south of the house, which is built on the side of a
hill. Opening a large window that leads onto the terrace,
the witness observed the objects for the first time. There
were two of them, disk-shaped, horizontal, silvery-white on
top and bright red underncath,

Other details of the objects that the doctor was later able
to recall include horizontal ‘antennae’ and a vertical one on
top, while a beam of white light, perfectly cylindrical,
illuminated the mist under the disks. The flashes, which
occurred with a periodicity of about one second, were
marked by a brief increase in the Iuminosity of both disks,
followed by a sudden burst of light between them. The
objects were moving in unison toward the left — that is to
say, toward the center of the doctor’s field of view - and
they were coming closer, their apparent size increasing while
the object that seemed farthest away came to align itself
with the closer one. While they were still approaching
(following the trajectory of the beams on the ground en-
abled the witness to ascertain that they were indeed coming
closer) these two disks went through a remarkable trans-
formation: their ‘antennae’ came into contact, the two
beams interpenetrated, the flashing activity stopped, and
the two craft merged.

There was now a single dlSk directly facing the wmdow
and still coming nearer, with a single beam of white tght
underneath. After a time (the witness is ynable to recall how
long), the disk began flipping from a horizontal to a vertical
position, until it was seen as a circle standing on edge. The
shaft of light, which had been drawn by the rotation into a
sweeping movement toward the house, came to illuminate
the entire front and shone straight into the doctor’s face.
At that instant a ‘bang’ was heard and the disk demateri-
alized, leaving behind a WhltISh glow which was slowly
blown away by the wind.

I have summarized these events from an excellent report
published in the Flying Saucer Review, reported by Mr
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Aimé Michel, a science writer and a leading figure in the
study of paranormal phenomena in France.

After these events the witness wrote a detailed account of
his sighting, with sketches. He awoke his wife and told her
what had happened, At that point it was she who observed,
with considerable amazement, that the swelling and pain in
his leg had completely disappeared. In the days that followed,
he became aware that all the sequelae of 2 wound he had
received during the Algerian war had also disappeared (he
had suffered from right hemiparesis, a high degree of
fatiguability on the right side, and pain while standing; he
had been unable to keep his balance when standing on the
right foot only). The reader should keep in mind the spon-
taneous healing of this man’s leg. We shall have occasion
to discuss it again in Chapter Seven.

Mr Michel visited the witness on November 8, six days
after the sighting, and found him tired; he had lost weight
since the observation and was very much distressed by what
had happened to him. That same day he experienced cramps
and pains in the abdomen, and a red pigmentation appeared
around the navel, forming a triangle. By November 17 this
‘preposterous’ phenomenon was well developed. Examina-
tions by a dermatologist led to negative results, but the
specialist was so intrigued by this triangnlar pigmentation
without a cause that he decided to document it as a report
1o the French Academy of Medicine. The witness — who had
not told the specialist that everything had started with his
observation of 2 UFO - requested that on the contrary he
give the phenomenon no publicity. During the night of
November 13-14, the doctor had had a dream in which a
triangular pattern was seen connected with a flying disk.
The same triangle appeared on the baby’s stomach a day or
so after the witness” examination. The psychosomatic ex-
planation first proposed by Aimé Michel had to be dis-
carded.

When the investigator {(who kept the witness under close
observation) published the results of bis two-year followup
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of the case, he noted that there had been no recurrence of
either the war sequelae or the wound on the leg; the pecu-
liar triangle, however, continued to come and go on both
the father and the son, and would stay visible for two or
three days at a time, even when the child was away and
staying with his grandmother (who to this day knows
nothing of the sighting and is very much alarmed when she
sees the triangular pigmentation).

Like the grandmother, friends of the family stili know
nothing, but they have noted a change in the mental atti-
tudes of the doctor and his wife: they seem to have acquired
an almost mystical acceptance of the events of life and
death, which is puzzling to those who had known them pre-
viously. Finally, there is the matter of the paranormal
phenomena that now take place around them, Coincidences
of a telepathic nature are frequently reported, and the doc-
tor has even, on at least one occasion, experienced levitation
without bemg able to contrel it, Clocks and electrical
circuits have been affected, apparently without cause,

Such phenomena are not unprecedented. Cases of un-
controlled levitation or gravity effects have been reported in
connection with UFQs. In one case, which took place in
1954 in the French countryside, a man who was coming
back from the fields with his horse had to let go of the
bridle as the animal was lifted several feet into the air - a
dark, circular object was flying fast over the trail they were
following,.

Netther is the change in life patterns an uncommon fact
among witnesses of close encounters with such objects. An
awareness of the paranormal has been inspired by such
sightings in men like Uri Geller and Edgar Cayce. The
former®s experiences are well known to many readers, but
the latter’s encounter may be less familiar, As a child,
Edgar Cayce met a woman who appeared out of a sphere of
radiant light and told him that he would be able to heal the
sick when he grew up,

As soon as the weather was good he went back to his
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retreat in the woods. There, one afternoon in May ...
he became aware of the presence of someone else, He
looked up. A woman was standing before him .., ‘Youor
prayers have been heard,’ she said, ‘tell me what you
would like most of all, so that I may give it to you.” “Most
of all I would like to be helpful to others, and especially
to children when they are sick.” Suddenly she was no
longer there. He looked at the place where she had stood,
trying to see her in the beams of light, but she was gone.?

Edgar Cayce’s sighting is reminiscent of several cases
that fall into the category of religious experiences, although
the initial observation is often linked to an unusual flying
object, as in the ‘miracles’ of Lourdes and Fatima, which we
will analyze in Chapter Seven, and in the visions that led to
the founding of the Mormon charch. It is noteworthy that
such ‘miracles’ often give to the percipients healing or pro-
phetic powers, In the case of Ur Geller, who, like the
French doctor, traces his paranormal abilities to his ex-
posure to a peculiar beam of light that came from the sky,
we have an example of psychokinetic phenomena where the
‘sensitive’ believes the source of his power to be an extra-
terrestrial one. In the concluding section of this chapter we
will have occasion to question this interpretation, bat it is
already clear that such statements place the problem of
‘contact’ in & totally new framework.

Meta-Logic

What do we know of the nature of the communication that
is reported to occur between human witnesses and the
UFOQOs they perceive ? I have earlier commented that, on the
surface, such communication appears to be simply absurd.
The word ‘absurd’, however, is misleading; I prefer the ex-
pression ‘meta-logical’, When a witness meets a UFO occu-
pant who asks, ‘What time is it? and replies, ‘It’s 2:30,

1. Thomas Sugrue, There Is a River (New York: Dell paperback,
1970), p. 45.
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only to be bluntly told, “You lie - it is 4 o’clock’ (this
actually happened in France in 1954), the story is not
simply absurd. It has a symbolic meaning beyond the
apparent contradiction of the dialogue. Could it be that the
true meaning of the dialogue is “time is not what you think
it is’, or ‘any measurement of time can only be relative’? In
1961, similarly, Barney Hill found himself irying to explain
to the humanoid examining him that time was an important
concept for us on earth. The humanoid appeared not to
understand what he meant. In an even more remarkable
case in South America, 2 man who found himself inside a
UFO could see the *pilots’ copsulting a device contained in
a box, He mauaged to look into this box and saw what
looked like a clock, but the clock had no hands. The point
of these incidents seems to have been to.convey the fact
that consciousness transcended time itself. -

Situations glich as these often have the deep poetic and
paradoxical duality of Eastern religious tales (‘What is the
sound of nd clapping 7) and the mystical expressions
of the Cabala, such as references to a ‘dark flame’, If you
strive to convey a truth that lies beyond the semantic level
made possible by your audience’s language, you must con-
struct apparent contradictions in terms of ordinary mean-
ing. In the above contact case in France, the next question
was about space, and again was absurd ((Am 1 in Italy or
Germany? asked the UFQ pilot). What scientist would
take such a story seriously ? What public official would risk
his reputation by reacting in earnest? Even a priest might
avoid it, for fear of demons! In fact, some witnesses have
thought they had seen demons because the creature had the
unpredictability and mischievousness associated with popu-
lar conceptions of the devil. If you wanted to bypass the
intellipentsia and the Church, remain undetectable to the
military system, and leave undisturbed the political and
administrative levels of a society, and at the same time im-
plant deep within that society far-reaching doubts con-
cerning its basic philosophical tenets, this is exactly how you
would have to act. At the same time, of course, such a pro-
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cess would have to provide its own explanation to make
ultimate detection impossible. In other words, it would have
to project an image just beyond the belief structure of the
target society. I think the current belief among most flying
saucer enthusiasts that the unidentified flying objects are
simply craft used by visitors from another planet is a naive
concept. The explanation is too simpleminded to account
for the diversity of the reported bebavior of the occupants
and their perceived interaction with human beings. Could
this concept serve preciscly a diversionary role in masking
the real, infinitely more complex nature of the technology
that gives rise to the sightings ?

Observations similar to the landing at Pascagoula (where
two fishermen claimed to have been abducted by ‘claw-men”.)
have been made every year in the United States since 1947.
A computer catalogue of close encounter cases which I am
compiling for purposes of content analysis will hold the
details of nearly two thousand cases of that type, from all
countries, indicating that a formidable impact is being made
on our collective psyche. Yet what trace has this produced
on scientific patterns? A very small one indeed; a few
courageous astronomers are beginning to revise the prob-
ability estimates for other civilizations in space; much is
made of the possibility of detecting radio signals from other
solar systerns; and a few physicists are timidly beginning to
voice their doubts concerning Dr Condon’s biases. Against
such a background I am afraid that my own speculations
will contradict both the ideas of the believers and the
assumptions of the skeptics. I would not feel justified in
offering them here if I had not had the opportunity to dis-
cuss them privately with professional scientists forming the
Invisible College of UFO research. All have enconraged me
to share these speculations with a wider public, in the hope
that some piece of the puzzle, as yet undisclosed, may come

to light.
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Five Statements

Here, then, is a necessarily brief statement of flve useful
propositions;

i. The things we call unidentified flying objects are
neither objects nor flying, They can dematerialize, as some
recent photographs show, and they violate the laws of
motion as we know them.

2, UFQOs have been seen throughout history and have
consistently received {or provided) their own explanation
within the framework of each culture. In antiquity their
occupants were regarded as gods; in medieval times, as
magicians; in the nineteenth century, as scientific genioses.
And finally, in our own time, as interplanetary travelers.
(Statements made by occupants of the 1897 airship included
such declarations as “We are from Kansas’ and even
‘We are from ANYWHERE . . , bat we’ll be in Cuba to-
morrow’,)

3. UFO reports are not necessarily caused by visits from
space travelers. The phenomenon couid be a manifestation
of & much more complex technology. If time and space are
not as simple in structure as physicists have assumed until
now, then the question, ‘where do they come from ?" may be
meaningless: they could come from a place in time, If con-
sciousness can be manifested outside the body, then the
range of hypotheses can be even wider,

4. The key to an understanding of the pbenomenon lies
in the psychic effects it produces (or the psychic awareness
it makes possible) in its observers. Their lives are often
deeply changed, and they develop unusual talents with
which they may find it difficult to cope. The proportion of
witnesses who do come forward and publish accounts of
these experiences seems to be quite low; most of them
choose to remain silent,

5. Contact between human percipients and the UFO
phenomenon occurs under conditions controlled by the
latter. Its characteristic feature is a constant factor of absur-
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dity that leads to a rejection of the story by the upper
jayers of the target society and an absorption at a deep un-
conscious level of the symbols conveyed by the encounter.
The mechanism of this ‘resonance’ between thg UFO
symbol and the archetypes of the human unconscious has
been abundantly demonstrated by Carl Jung, whose book,
Flying Saucers, makes many references to the age-old signi-
ficance of the ‘signs in the sky’.

I am not regarding the phenomenon of the UFQs as the
unknowable, uncontrollable game of a higher order of
beings. Neither is it likely, in my view, that an encounter
with them would add to the human being anything it did
not already possess — at an unconscious level, possibly,
Everything works, in my opinion, as if the phenomenon
were the product of a fechnology that followed well-defined
rules and patterns, though fantastic by ordinary human
standards. The phenomenon has so far posed no apparent
threat to national defence and seems to be indifferent to the
welfare of individual witnesses, leading many to assume that
we may be dealing with a still-undiscovered natural occur-
rence (‘It cannot be intelligent” - say these people - “because
it does not attack us!). But its impact in shaping man's
long-term creativity and unconscious impulses is probably
enormous. The fact that we have no methodology to deal
with such an impact is only an indication of how little we
know about our own psychic world.

Aveyron, or the Essence of Prophecy

Two well-investigated cases of recent years have contained
psychic elements. One took place in Aveyron, France, and
the other one in Kansas.

On June 15, 1966, in Aveyron (a region of France situ-
ated near the mid-Pyrenees) a 76-year-old woman made the
first in a long and fascinating series of sightings that
centered on an isolated farm. The farmhouse itself is very
old, with ten rooms whose windows face south and coms
mand an excellent view.
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I was at the window - just for a moment - because at my
age you need a breath of air wherever you are. But never
have I seen lights like that, nor things like that! They
weren't just lights, they were fires!

The old woman became fearful, and the words she used
to describe her anguish convey the precise feeling that
many witnesses have tried to express in all languapes:

All these fires ~ I'm too old, T don’t want to see things
like that. If this thing’s going to move about like that,
what’s to become of us all? Afterwards it moved again,
over by the corner of the vineyard, you remember [speak-
ing to her son-in-law], that’s when 1 called you, that’s
when I was frightened, but if that comes any closer,
that’s going to go in the barn and everything will go up
in smoke, the house and us with it — so I called him, 1
called him,

Mr Fernand Lagarde, who conducted a very thorough
investigation of the events, reports in his summary (pub-
lished in Flying Saucer Review Sept./Oct. 1970) that ‘the
haunting thought of fire frightens all country people, and
so, distracted and scared, she calls her son-in-law to help,
and later she wili tell us that she went to bed fully clothed,
for fear of what might be to come. This is a story with all
the ring of truth about it.’

The fiery objects are in fact spherical in shape, and they
cross the fields with deliberate motion. The son-in-law, who
works the farm, also observed what the old woman has
seen, and goes out to investigate, The objects, he says, are
rounded on top and rather flattened underneath, and they
vanish on the spot as if controlled by a switch. At one point
there are six of them, less than a mile away; they move in
one line at the speed of a tractor, and they enter a larger
luminous object that appears as a sort of fiery tree, an
luminated shell. Everything disappears, and the witnesses
retire in complete puzzlement,

This feeling was still very clear in the taped interviews
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that I heard during a recent trip to France, and Mr Lagarde
confirmed that eveérything appeared to them disconcerting
and irrational. It went on ‘in the calm night, without a
sound, unreal and dreamlike’. The luminous spheres came
back to the farm in Aveyron six months later — on January
6, 1967, to be exact. The farmer had gone out to check on
the animals when he suddenly saw one sphere not more than
fifty yards away. He decided to ‘get round behind that thing
to see what it is’, having assumed that ‘it’ had a front and a
back, but when he got outside the gate, the sphere was next
to it, waiting for him. He had left it inside the yard a
moment before. The man then decided to take a small path
through the fields and again get behind that object, but the
sphere proceeded to follow him over about sixty yards, and
went to block the entrance to the path!

That there thing followed me for about 60 metres, near
enough ... and then there was a narrow bit where I
wanted to get through, Tdid ... s0’s to get round behind,
then ‘that’ followed me right along, right along ... till
I stopped there, where I wanted to get round behind, and
the ‘machine’ stops there too, right at the narrow bit,
So I says, now ... 'tain’t no use to argue, , . I can’t get
past! :

Coming back into the house, the farmer called his son, and
going outside they saw six spheres this time, and were so
afraid that they went back inside the house, The larger
shell-shaped object was there, too, and it was giving off a
beam of light, as a searchlight would:

There was a searchlight on top, right at the end of it, and
it lit up that window up there, lit up the whole room it
did ... T had the window open there opposite.
Was it a diffused beam, or rather very concentrated ?
Oh, concentrated, very conceuntrated.
And it lit up your room? _
Yes, lit it up all right ... off and on like ... it was
turning . . . kept on turning,
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Tt was turning round and round, like a beacon? -

Yes, sometimes it lit up the next room down there . .,
kept on turning around ... but there it was, 23:00
already, maybe 23:15, something like that.

Then, sudden-like, everything died out. It all died out,
and I didn’t see anything more. I don’t know if it had
gone, or if it was stil] there,

The culmination of the series of sightings in Aveyron,
which I am merely summarizing here, took place on January
11, 1967, when the son saw the ‘shell’ coming down near the
house. He drove near it and could see that it was very large
indeed. Two of the smaller spheres entered it, then it be-
came very bright and the witness heard a whistling sound.
It tilted at a 45-degree angle and was gone at an incredible
speed.

Another object came. It was shaped like a disk, with two
transparent cupolas on top of it, and inside . .,

Well now, inside . .. it seemed to me to be lit up inside
with a green light ... inside the two domes ... and |
saw ... mind you I can’t be sure about this .., it was
very dark, you might have said there was some sort of
fog, either inside or outside ... don’t know which ...
inside or outside the two domes. Anyway I thought I saw
two ... well, I saw two people like . .. human beings,
see? ... Cosmonauts. They wore overalls like aircrew,
green trimmed with white.

The object itself was hovering, with a motion forward and
back, pitching and rolling. The investigator asked more
questions:

Did you have the car doors shut during this time?

Yes, yes ... I must have opened the window, I think.
.. Or perhaps it was afterwards, when it went off, that
I opened the window ... and then I felt a wave of heat,
and [ felt myself almost . . . I couldn’t move hand or foot,
for as long as it lasted.
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After about a week, the witness began fo have trouble
with his sleeping habits. He would sleep as much as twenty
hours a day, and in spite of his parents’ advice he didn’t
want to consult a doctor. He simply couldn’t stay on his
feet when it hit him, and this went on for about two months,
Something else happened to him in connection with his
sleeping pattern: in the early morning hours, between 4 and
5 A.M,, it seemed to him that he was ‘floating off*, His
mind would be alert, although his body was paralyzed, and
he would feel his consciousness leaving his body.

in later conversations with the investigators 1 learned
several facts that they regard as outside the scope of the
UFO phenomenon itself; these facts will be seen to be in
the perspective of the present approach, however, when I
mention that they involve changes in the witness’ behavior
and belief system; these changes take the form of a new
awareness of the world around him. He surprised everyone
in this remote area of France by rccommending to young
people that they study astronomy and science in general
with great care; and in a private discussion with one of the
researchers who have for several years followed up this re-
markable case, he casually mentioned tbat he might soon
have to write a book. It was pointed out to him that he
could hardly write the most simpie letter. “THEY told me
not to worry about that,” he said! “When the tite is right,
I will know what to put on paper.’

We are touching here the very essence of prophecy.

‘THEY’ told him . . . But who are THEY 7 It seems that,
in recurrent dreams since the incident with the flying disk,
he has seen a number of men, dressed in red, and each
holding a book and pointing at it. Nothing else bappens
in the dream. Just the men, and the book.

More recently he has traveled over two hundred miles
to visit the investigator, who had left precise instructions
to keep him closely informed of any new and important
development. But when he was in the investigator’s house
he could not tallc, The part of his brain that handled verbal
expression and the mechanism of language could not pro-
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cess the data that he knew were there. We will come back
again to this type of effect in the course of this book. We
have much new and exciting ground to cover, From Aveyron
to Uri Geller, something is happening to human conscious-
ness, We see it again in a case that took place in the U.S.

The Delphos Case

In the evening of November 2, 1971, on the Johnson farm
located near Delphos, Kansas, eleven miles South of Min-
neapolis, an unknown object was reported to come down
almost to ground level and took off again. It was seen by a
young man and later by his parents, and it would simply
have gone into the annals of nfology as one of many thou-
sands of ‘landings’ if it had not been for several secondary
effects the object created: it affected animals; it left peculiar
traces on the ground; and, as in the French case of Aveyron,
it affected the witness’ sleeping pattern.

Here again the young son of the farmer is the main wit-
ness. Sixteen-year-old Ronald Johnson was tending the
sheep, accompanied by his dog, when it happened. What
they suddenly saw was a mushroom-shaped object, illumi-
nated by multicolored lights over its entire surface, and
hovering within two feet of the ground twenty-five yards
away. Its diameter was about nine feet.

The glow from the object was such that he could see no
details, and it was making a sound like ‘an old washing
machine which vibrates’. Then it brightened at the base and
took off. The witness reportedly became temporarily blind.
During all this the dog was ‘very quiet’,

After several minutes Ronald, regaining his sight, ran
into the house to call his parents, and all came out again to
see the object, now high in the sky and over half the full
moon in size. It vanished into the distance.

The three witnesses went around the house to the site of
the near landing and were surprised, they said, to observe
a glowing ring on the ground. Parts of nearby trees were
also glowing, The texture of the soil, reports an investiga-
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tor, Mr Ted Phillips, ‘felt strange, like a slick erust, as if
the soil was crystallized’. And Mrs Johnson noticed that her
fingers went numb, as if a local anesthetic had been applied.
She is a nurse at a nearby hospital, and for two weeks this
condition prevented her from taking the pulse of her
patients.

The next day the ring was still clearly visible, with a dry
and ‘crusty’ appearance. The inside and the outside of the
ring were damp from recent rains, but the ring itself was
perfectly dry! Thirty-two days later, when Ted Phillips was
able to go to the scene, snow had fallen and was melting
both outside and inside the ring, but the one-foot wide
circle was perfectly white.

We removed snow from one section of the ting and intro-

~ duced water into the exposed ring area: the soil would
not permit the water to pass through the surface. This
was most remarkable, as there had been several inches
of rain and snow.*

Phillips removed a sample from the ring and obsetved that
it contained a high concentration of a whitish material. The
soil under the ring was dry to a depth of at least one foot,
This is not an isolated occurrence. Hundreds of reports
of ring-shaped patterns have been gathered, and many of
them refer to a white substance or powder at the site. A very
similar occurrence tock place in New Zealand, at a place
named Waihoke, in January, 1965. The ring there was
visible for four years before it was finally covered with
grass. It is curious that in spite of all the excitement caused
by the Delphos case and the attention it received from
‘scientific’ ufologists and from skeptics, ro one ever bothered
fa identify the white substance itself, Thorough analyses of
the scil have been made, however, showing no significant
difference between the inside and the outside of the ring. [
obtained a sample of the white substance from Mr Phillips
and forwarded it to a biological laboratory in France, where
it was examined under a microscope with magnifications

2 Case Histories, Fiying Saucer Review (February, 1972).
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ranging from a few diameters to the maximum enlargement
possible under the oil immersion technique. The white sub-
stance was resolved into fibers (thus destroying the ‘ex-
planation’ of the case put forth by Philip Klass in his book
UFQOs Explained, where he claimed the substance was pro-
duced by the urine of sheep feeding from a circular device).
The fibres were vegetal in natore and belonged to an
organism of the order of the Actinomycetales, which is an
intermediate organism between bacteria and fungus. (The
French biologist who identified it, and who has wished not
to be named in this book determined that the organism
belongs to the family of the Actinomycetaceae and the
genus ‘Nocardia’.) It is often found together with a fungus
of the order of the Bacidiomycepes, which may fluoresce
under certain conditions. This fungns can cause a circular
patiern to be visible on the surface of the ground. This is
undoubtedly the explanation for some UFQ ‘rings’, but the
coincidence of this fungus ring with the observation made
by the Johnsons remains to be explained. One possible
interpretation is that high-energy stimulation triggered the
spectacular growth of the Nocardia and of an existing
fungus and caused the latter to fluoresce. If this is the case,
then further examination of the white fibers might give 2
clne to the physical nature of the phenomenon.

The effects of the glowing object on animals were con-
sistent with other landing cases. During the sighting itself,
the dog was very quiet: he did not move at all nor did he
bark. The sheep were bellowing, but like the dog they were
almost glued to the spot. The boy could not move either,
but it was not clear to him whether this was due to fear or
to another cause. The behavior of the animals after the
sighting was remarkable, For about two weeks, every
evening at sunset, the sheep would jump out of the pen and
run wildly. The dog would furiously try to get into the house
at nightfall. Hé practically destroyed the screen door, and
the only way to keep him outside was to replace it with 2
stronger metal door.

There were striking effects on the witness himself, too.
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First he suffered from strong eye irritation - his eyes were
red and watery. Then came the headaches, and the night-
mares, These nightmares, lasting about one week, were so
real and vivid that he would wake up his parents with his
loud screams. He had the same dream, night after night, in
which human-like creatures were looking into his window
from the oulside. Two or three times, when coming into
his bedroom, his parents found him screaming, standing
by the window.



CHAPTER TWO

The Triple Coverup

We are pleased to acknowledge receipt of your letter
. regarding the photographs showing UFOQOs in forma-
tional flight, which you mention were taken by Captain
Orrego of the Chilean Navy near Antarctica in 1948.
Regarding this matter we wish to inform you that re-
cently we received a communication from Captain Orrego
stating that he had not seen any UFOs over the Antarctica
in 1948. Therefore the photographs requested by you do
not exist. i
- Letter froim the Chief of the Chilean
Naval Mission to an American writer

It is forbidden for T.V., radio, newspapers, and other
© news media to divulge UFO reports without the prior
censorship of the Brazilian Air Force.
- Institutional Act No. 5,
State Security,
Brazilian Government Regulation

Credibility Gap

In 1971, after an nnusual UFQ sighting, several puzzling
objects fell from the sky. These mysterious fragments were
picked up by a Texan who showed them to his friends. The
next day two men from Air Force 1ntelligence came to his
door, exhibited their identification papers, and politely re-
quested the evidence, The witness threw them out rudely
with a statement that I find admirable: “God has made
everything in this world, and He has made Flying Saucers
too, whatever they are, Thess fragments have fallen into my
backyard and therefore God clearly intended for e to have
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them. If He had wanted the Air Force to have them, He
would have dumped them on the Pentagon !’

In a recent survey of technically trained witnesses who
had seen an unidentified flying object, it was found that the
proportion of those who had bothered to call the Air Force
was only one in twelve! This attitude toward the authorities
is an important component of the UFQO phenomenon. It
enables the idea of a cosmic mystery to linger in the more
shadowy areas of our imagination, and thus to influence
much tore powerfully our collective behavior, reflected in
treatment of UFO stories in the media and in books. Could
it be that our reaction to the reports, individually and col-
lectively, is as much a part of the UFQ phenomenon as the
objects themselves? In the first chapter we discussed the
psychic component of the UFQ phenomenon, Now we
must look at the chaotic reaction of our official levels con-
fronted by this mystery, resulting in the existence of three
levels of coverup.

The First Coverup

The first level of coverup is in the reporting of UFOs. It is
the result of the negative attitude of government, scientific,
and military authorities. More specifically, I apply the ex-
pression ‘first coverup’ to the efforts that are made by men
in 2 position of authority to discoarage the reporting of a
UFO incident. This can range from the laughter of a ltocal
deputy sheriff to intimidation of pilots by their commanding
officer. In some cases the pnblic is led to believe that re-
porting UFOs is unnecessary because the government
knows all about them. An indication that official statements
about UFOs were biased and deliberately inaccurate came
to my attention in 1964. Until then, 1 had naturally been
aware of the strange games played by officials who were
trying to explain UFOs at all costs. Such games had been
put forth in several books claiming that the U.S. govern-
Iment knew everything about the reality of the saucers. How-
ever, I had not seen any direct evidence that confirmed
U.F.0.—3
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these claims either in my contacts with the Air Force or
with scientific colleagues, ‘

Late in 1964, several friends in Paris sent me interesting
data. It seems that somebody there was trying to spread
UFO-related stories through the French news media (the
French word for such spreading of rumors is ‘intoxica-
tion”). A former member of the Intelligence Service, for
instance, who was regarded as a ‘reliable source’, made
statements to the effect that the British military was care-
fully monitoring the UFO situation and was pooling its in-
formation with the Russians! The idea seemed preposterous,
but he offered it in all seriousness and went on to say that
both countries had now come to the conclusion that the
objects were real. Another story that circulated among Paris
newsmen came from an American who claimed that federal
law enforcement agencies had compiled exhaustive studies
of the U.S. cases, a rumor that appears at least partially
true, because some landing cases have had elements that
brought the event within the jurisdiction of these agencies.

In boih these stories which originated from quasi-official
sources, there was the same reassuring theme: people should
not worry about UF(s and should leave the investigation in
the hands of the competent authorities, who knew everything
there was to know. We were well protected.

In the meantime I was observing a very different situation
and a state of mounting uneasiness among the scientists who
had been involved, even remotely, in the UFQ debate.
Observations were not simply coming from farmers and
truck drivers but from jet pilots, and occasionally from a
grave professor or two. In August, 1965, Colonel Spaulding
made inguiries among top scientists associated with his
office at the Air Force. He asked them specifically what they
thought of submitting the UFO files to the Academy of
Sciences or to some such highly respected body, in an effort
to reassure the public,

Early in November, 1965, the Scientific Advisory Board
of the Air Force met in Dailas and discussed the UFO
question. The idea of an ‘independent’ study was first con-
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sidered at that meeting. It eventually led to the Condon
investigation. A physicist, Dr Brien O’Brien, headed a
special study group that came back with the recommenda-
tion that the Air Force spend $230,000 a year to obtain
‘high-grade data’, The very fact that a new study was recom-
mended seems to show that any suppression of information
or any leaking of wild rumors was not the result of a
secret military policy on the UFQ subject or the work of a
sinister “Silence Group” but more likely a product of the
confusion that was evident at all levels of the bureaucracy.
The military was reacting to the sightings in direct pro-
portion to their impact on the press, which they were trying
to minimize, and these reactions were clumsy. The con-
fusion that resulted was unbelicvable. The best example of
this was the Swamp Gas crisis.

Swamp Gas

The Swamp Gas episode has been told many times, and 1
do not intend to devote a great deal of space to it here. The
fact is that, for better or worse, it played a decisive role in
influencing public opinion and so it provides a modei for
local and national passion that we should keep in mind. The
Swamp Gas crisis began for me on Monday morning, March
21, 1966, I was listening to a Chicago radio program
when the news of the then recent Michigan sightings was
broadcast: four objects were said to have flown over a farm
near Ann Arbor, and one of them had landed in a swampy
area. It sounded fairly typical. In 1964 T had established
that landings tended to occur in desolate places, a fact that
was first apparent in the computer analysis of French cases.
Allen Hynek and 1 later verified it, using Air Force data.
Swamps like the Everglades region of Florida were among
the places that UFOs seemed to prefer. In 1965 there had
been a series of reports by Australian farmers describing
craft that left circular traces in the vegetation covering the
swamps there. People had even crcated a new expression,
‘UFO nests’, to describe these markings.
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I cailed Dr Hynek to alert him to the sightings, and he in
turn called Project Blue Book in Dayton, Ohio, to propose
that they investigate at once. He suggested that he go there
before reporters and curiosity-seekers destroyed all the evi-
dence. The officer in Dayton was not interested, as Allen
Hynek later told me:

The case hasn’t been reported officially to the Aur
Force, he said,

That’s not very scientific, Hynek remarked.

Idon’t give a damn, was the literal answer.

Half an hour later, Project Blue Book called back:

How soon can you be in Ann Arbor?

I thought you weren’t interested !

Well, someone has reported the case officially to us just
a minute ago,

Who was that?

The Pentagon! They are deluged with calls, Every
reporter in the country wants to know what’s going on.

The next morning, Dr Hynek was in Michigan. What
happened in Ann Arbor is a classic example of misunder-
standing with the press; Hynek had to release a statement
prematurely, at the usrging of public-relations people from
the Air Force. In his statement, he cailed for a thorough in-
vestigation of the phenomenon, but mentioned also that
some people in Michigan might have seen swamp gas. The
press took this for a final verdict and exploded with anger,
How dare this academic man from Chicago challenge the
word of an honest farmer and seriously suggest that he had
not seen what was evidently a real flying saucer?

Those irate comments came from the same newspapers
who for years had ridiculed witnesses just like this poor
farmer, and had given no support whatsoever to Hynek
himself when he begged them to report UFO cases more
regularly and more accurately, Suddenly it had become
fashionable to believe in flying saucers, just as tomorrow it
will perhaps be fashionable to believe in UMMO, ATFA,
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or SPECTRA, or any of the mysterious entities that we
will investigate in the next few chapters. In March, 1966,
newsmen were beating the bushes of Michigan looking for
Martians and UFO experis. The switch took the Air Force
by surprise and destroyed the image of Prgject Blue Book
in a few short days.

Public reaction following the swamp gas statement carried
the case to Washington, with help from a then local poli-
tician, Gerald Ford, who demanded that full attention be
given to what had become known as the Swamp Gas
scandal. A meeting of the space committee of the Senate
pondered the question first and decided that NASA should
not get involved. The space agency had its public image to
preserve and declined to have anything to do with the sub-
ject. So they handed this hot potato to the armed forces
committee of the House.

Early in April, 1566, the Secretary of the Air Force was
himself reported to be in favor of a scientific analysis of
the 648 cases that were classified as ‘unidentified” at that
time in the Blue Book files. Late that month, the governor
of Florida and several newsmen saw an unknown flying
object from the governor’s private plane. These reports
created a stir, but the outrage over the Michigan incident
had already subsided. It was almost two months old and
no longer newsworthy, The public-relations people in
Washington knew this well. On television a beautiful docu-
mentary was released, carrying the debunking of the subject
to new heights: it showed astronomer Donald Menzel pour-
ing some benzine over a tankful of acetone to demonstrate
optical properties that were common knowledge since the
eighteenth century. He was trying to convince the audience
that UFOs were nothing but mirages.

‘Let me know next time it rains benzine, will you 7 I asked
my wife. “We’ll go out and watch the flying saucers?!’

Menzel’s number was followed by a classic interview with
a ‘contactee” who was relied npon to provide comic relief
by describing his meetings with the ‘space brothers’. His
Staternents were carefully chosen, possibly out of hours of
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interviews, to make him look as silly as possible. In contrast
with this man, the next interview was a very impressive dis-
cussion with another astronomer who stated with authority
that extraterrestrial visitations were most improbable, What
he knew well, and did not say, is that he was merely offering
a statistical estimate whose reliability was totally unveri-
fiable, He fell victim to the faulty reasoning: “Either it’s ali
nonsense or we are visited by beings from another planet,’

The documentary also contained an interview with a
military officer who stated that no UFQs were ever detected
on radar screens, and an interview with an astronomer who
declared that no UFOs were ever seen or photographed by
the satellite tracking stations. Both statements were, in my
opinion, misleading, It is true that radars never ‘see’ UFQOs,
but that is only due to the fact that the radar operators call
them something else! In their jargon they speak of UCTs,
for ‘uncorrelated targets’! At the time when the documen-
tary was shown, the Western Defense System was recording
about seven hundred of these baffling UCTs per month!
There had even been a suggestion by a highly respected
astronomer that the military modify their computer pro-
gram to gather information about these UCTSs rather than
ignoring them because they didn’t fit the trajectory of in-
coming rockets. Even coming from such a source as this,
the suggestion was not implemented,

In a letter to a scientist who had investigated a certain
UFO sighting in 1953, a witness wrote, thirteen years later:

I was told in 1953 to not reveal any facts about this case
and have rigidly maintained my secrecy through the years.
To be perfectly frank I'd just as soon not become in-
volved again but . .. if you think it might possibly do some
good, 1 will . ., try to reveal what I remember . .. It has
been my personal observation that whenever anyone
mentions having seen a UFO, the general public is in-
clined to nod their head, smile wryly and mention some-
thing about ‘candidates to the funny farm’.
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Scared Scientists

Why were the scientists remaining silent? Many astrono-
mers must have known what 1 knew from my days at Paris
Observatory, namely that we were tracking unidentified
objects, and even photographing them. There were filns,
too. Were professional scientists afraid of the emotional
reaction their statements might trigger in a generally unin-
formed and credulous public? Was it due to their desire to
avoid making statements before all the facts were in ? What-
ever the reason, it could not really justify the deliberate de-
struction of scientific data. Even the idea of ‘not saying
anything that might cause fear’ did not hold water. The
Michigan incident proved that fear could spread much
faster, and with much more destructive effects, among a
population that had been kept systematically ignorant of
the facts. Child psychologists know very well that it is better
to prepare the child for the idea that his grandfather is not
going to live forever than to let him discover it when death
suddenly strikes. Similarly, by denying the existence of the
mystery the scientific community was taking serious chances
with the belief system of the public. In my opinion, such
attitudes have contributed to the long-term loss of popular
support and popular respect for science,

Much was happening under the surface. Several scientists
who had been associated with the UFO fleld through
periodicals or books began receiving letters and phone calis
from specialists who wanted to participate in the investi-
gation of the phenomenon. In his absorbing book The UFQ
Experience Dr Hynek has described how this little group
grew during the late sixties. If this network ever decided to
become visible, a very brilliant panel of scientists could
rapidly be assembled from its ranks to deal effectively with
this new area of research. Given current conditions, how-
ever, it is probably best for these men to take few chances
and to continue their investigations in private. The history
of the Condon investigation at the University of Colorado
convinced many of us of this fact.
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‘What Condon Didn’t Enow

My own theory of the Condon fiasco is not a coverup
scenario. 1 believe that the Air Force late in 1966 was
simply fed up.

After over twenty years of analysis of this problem, the
military was in essence saying to academia, with good
reason, we have found no evidence that it lies within our
mission to solve it. The objects are not openly behaving as
enemies of the United States, We do not even know what
they are made of, and every time we submit a case to the
scientists they ridicule our pilots, who are only guilty of
trusting their own eyes and their own instruments. We have
had enough of this. Here are the data. It is your turn to see
what you can make of these phenomena,

The scientitic community, which had been so eager to
make statements before the cameras to explain UFQOs, as
tong as the Air Force was in charge, reacted coolly to the
suggestion that their explanations should perhaps be tested
on a larger scale. Several universities were contacted by the
Department of Defense but they turned down the assign-
ment. (This must have caused great anguish to the admin-
istrators of these universities at a time when half a million
dollars would have come in quite handy.)

Some Europeans followed this development with keen
interest. The British had adopted an attitude of quiet re-
serve, but in France there was an eager expectation of the
American decision : official French policy would be modeled
after the U.S. stand on the matter. There was explosive
material in the European files. Many of the sightings were
extremely well documented, and investigations of the high-
est caliber had been made much more thoroughly and pro-
fessionally than even the best cases in the Air Force files,
And no wonder. Some of the witnesses had been of the
highest political rank, In one European country, a near
landing had taken place on the Chief of State’s private estare!
The craft had been described in detail by members of the
official’s entourage. This meant that the observation had
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not been studied by the local police, or even by trusted
scientists; the investigation had been conducted at the very
top level by secret service experts. The chauffenr of this
high political authority, as described in a report of the
sighting, while driving through the estate,

sees what he believes to be an aircraft trying to land on
the road, directly in front of him. He stops the car im-
mediately. The object passes just a few meters above the
stopped car and, while doing this, causes violent vertical
vibrations in the vehicle. A few seconds later, the object
reverses its course and passes again, now in the opposite
direction, with the same effects on the car. Then, having
regained its position above some trees where it had initi-
ally appeared, it makes a fast change of altitude, a ninety-
degree tilting with respect to the horizontal, and darts
away to the west,

The witness is highly reliable [the report goes on]. We
found that the object, an upside-down plate with a central
turret and portholes, could be of the dimensions reported
by the witness, namely twenty meters.

Such an observation was no joke. Neither the U.S. Air
Force nor the American academic community was aware
of the extent of the problem in Western Europe. The
Soviets were possibly even more interested than the West
Europeans.

The rumor that spread in Europe through ‘informal
channels” guring the summer of 1966 was a difficult ope to
verify, but in view of later events in the history of the Con-
don Committee it has some interest. According to that
rumor, the Air Force was completely frustrated with the
UFOQ problem and was looking for an excuse to get rid of
it. The only problem was to find 2 university that was willing
to write a negative report after a cursory examination of the
facts. This, I repeat, was only a rumor. But this rumor was
taken seriously enough in Paris to prevent the creation of
an investigation committee similar to the American one.
The Russians made some moves toward the creation of a
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committee but cleverly awaited the developments in the
U.S. before funding it and giving it an official stamp of
approval. In Boulder, Colorado, a group was finally being
assembled with much fanfare, headed by Dr Condon, a
prestigious physicist close to retirement. The group had re-
ceived a sizable grant to ponder ufology and its report was
due in 1969, It would prove to be negative.

Destroying the Data

In November, 1966, when the Colorado Committes started
gathering testimony from people who had done research
into UFO cases, Dr Hynek and 1 traveled to Boulder to
brief the Condon group. We noticed that one of the adminis-
trators was clearly the decision-maker in the team although
he had no science degree and little interest in the whole
matter, There was a certain euphoric feeling in the room, a
sense of embarking on a unique adventure. There was little
passion in the press now; the Michigan crisis had been
largely forgotten, The problem was in the hands of the
scientists and it had become as dull as any venture that is in
the process of being rationalized away by the academic mill.
If the journey to the moon can be turned into the exasper-
ating bore that modern technology has generated, there is
no reason to expect that the same lack of mterest will not
settle over the UFO mystery once it falls into the hands of
Big Science! (The first astronauts to die in space will prob-
ably die of ennui when they run out of buttons to push,
digits to read out, and jokes about the football scores.)

As early as February, 1967, members of the Condon
Committee were privately approaching their scientific col-
leagues on other campuses, asking them how they would
react if the committee’s final report to the Air Force were
to recommend closing down Project Blue Book. A few
months later the work of the committee had come to a
standstill. Field investigations were nonexistent, QQuestion-
naires were sent out to witnesses, but only one assistant was
available to encode the results for the computer file, where
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the bulk of the information was provided by the three
thousand punched cards I had turned over to the com-
mittee.

A minority faction of the group caused a crisis when they
rebelled. After a series of incidents that Dr Saunders has
documented in an excellent book, UFOs? Yes!, the team
split into two violently opposed factions. An early internal
memorandum was discovered and published by the minority
group as evidence that the Condon Committee had never
intended to look seriously into the UFO probiem. Publica-
tion of this document so outraged Condon that he fired the
minority group and ran the project without serious con-
sideration of the possible reality of the phenomenon.

The files of Project Blue Book have now been trans-
ferred into the Air Force archives. The files are not classi-
fied but the building is, with the interesting result that one
needs a security clearance in order to see these ‘unclassj-
fied’ papers. And what about the files of the Condon Com-
mittee ? One would think that they belonged to the scientific
fraternity. Not so. When the project wrote its report the
files were locked up by the university. T am told that they
were Jater transferred to a private home, and were burned
shortly thereafter.

The Second Coverup

The little town of Carteret lies on the western coast of
Normandy, about twenty miles away from Cherbourg. 1t is
situated directly to the north of wonderful Mont-Saint-
Michel, a monastery that, as everyone knows, the devil
built. On December 2, 1973, a very strange thing happened
on the beach at Carteret. Two fishermen, Mr G. Jean, 44,
and his son Noel, 18, got up at 5 A.M. to retrieve their nets
at low tide. When they arrived on the beach half an hour
later, they saw a very bright object directly over the area
where their nets had been spread. They walked toward it
until they estimated they were a2 hundred and fifty yards
away, and it appeared as an intense yellow ‘window’, eight
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feet long and five feet high, emiiting a cone-like beam
directed toward the ground. The two flshermen were afraid
and decided not to get closer. They tried to work without
thinking about the object, but then it changed suddenly:
the yellow light was turned off. Over the area where it had
been hovering there was now a blue-green ‘football’ that
flew away at 6:05 A,m.!

My wife and 1 investigated this sighting during 2 research
trip through the west of France in December 1973. She
went to Carferet less than ten days after the occurrence and
spoke to one of the witnesses and to the police investigators
while I was checking other information. Many strange data
came to the surface. First we found that this was not the
first sighting, Two months earlier, the young man had seen
three vellow spheres in staggered formation over the same
beach while driving with his brother-in-law. The sighting
took place about 7 p.M. and the spheres appeared to be
about twelve to fifteen feet above ground {rather than
‘landed on the beach’, as reported in France-Soir).

‘What was the pattern of the lights?” we asked Noel Jean,

‘There was a first yellow light, a second one above, a
third one to the left above again, and some metal in between.’

“What was it doing ¥

“The lights came on and off and it followed the car.’

‘And you, what did you do?

‘We stopped to look at it, and when we got back into the
car the lights were turned off on the object.’

Since the second sighting the ¢lder man has decided rot
to go out of his house anymore. He no longer goes fishing.

1. In the celebrated sighting in Pascagoula, Mississippi, which took
place on October 11, 1973, and which involved three creatures “foating’
out of a hovering UFQ, the witnesses were again two fishermen:
Charles Hickson, 42, and Calvin Parker, 19, During the night of
November 6, Rayme Ryan, 42, and his son Larry, 17, as well as
Rayme’s twin brother Raymond and his son Earl, 16, saw a submerged
object in the oyster bed area to the southwest of Pascagoula. In all
three of these cases, within two months, there had been fishermen,
either an older man and a young one or a father and his son. It is also
noteworthy that the Pascagoula fisherman is convinced that ‘it will
happen again’, This, too, is a common rematk.
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He locks himself in his room when the investigators come
to ask him questions. Does he know something he does not
want to discuss?

We saw no traces on the beach. The gendarmes con-
firmed to us that the grass in the dunes had not been affected,
There was some barbed wire nearby, It was checked for
magnetic effects. The test was negative. We heard that a
local radio amateur had noticed something at the time of
the near landing and checked the story; his receiver had
been blocked out for several minutes.

‘It was in the middie of the nets,” Mr Noel Jean told us.

“The papers have said that it measured 1.50 by 1.50
meters,” we informed him.

*That’s not true. It was rectangular, about 2.50 by 1.50
meters, It was as big as a stove [sic]¥

‘What time did itend 7’

“We got there at 5:30. It disappeared between 5:50 and
5:55.°

“What happened when the object disappeared 7

‘We went away looking at the rectangular light all the
time, and it turned toward the dunes, then came back on
us. It was turned off and then we saw a small blue-green
ball above the spot. It got smaller and after six we couldn’t
see anything anymore.”

‘How big was the ball ¥

‘1t was like a soccer ball.’

‘What did you do when yon got on the beach and saw
the rectangle of light 7’

‘T started going toward it, but it got brighter and brighter.
So my father said : “Forget it, come back to this side.”’

There is 2 large radar installation near Cherbourg, at a
place called Mauperthuis, located thirty-eight kilometers
away from Carteret. The range of the antenna is two
hundred kilometers. At 6:10 a.M. on that particular morning
it picked up an echo in the southwest, moving to the north
of Cherbourg. An object flying from the direction of
Carteret toward Great Britain would have followed this
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course. The same morning something peculiar happened on
the coast. The French trawler Archipel, which was close to
the rocky coast of Urville, directly west of Cherbourg (on
the trajectory the object must have followed if the radar
echo corresponds to the UFQ) went off course; in view of
the frequently observed magnetic perturbations in the
vicinity of a UFQ, it can be hypothesized that its magnetic
navigation system gave erroneous indications. The boat
got too close to the coast, hit the rocks and sank, fortunately
without loss of life.

The observation of the yellow ‘window’ on the beach had
lasted no less than five minutes. Why had the two fishermen
not walked closer to the object to ascertain its nature?
There seem to be two reasons for this. First, the ‘window’
became brighter as they walked within one hundred fifty
yards, and this discouraged them from approaching any
closer. And they felt ‘paralyzed with fear’, Whether this
‘paralysis’ was an actual physiological inhibition or the
result of psychological fear — or both — has not been ascer-
tained. ‘A Strange Affair’ was the title of the article on the
sighting in the tabloid Minute the following week.

The observation had taken place early Sunday morning,
The following Friday, local people discovered some inter-
esting items on a nearby beach, These consisted of a com-
plete professional set of underwater exploration equipment,
a radioactivity tester, sonic signalers, along with trousers
and jackets with English-language writing.

Now the local police, with the assistance of the DST
{French counter-intelligence) and the SDECE (the organiza-
tion that constitutes the main intelligence arm of the French
government), have discovered that it was a case of under-
water radiation detection. Such was the substance of the
carefully designed rumor that began circulating.

This is what T call the Second Coverup: the release of
official ‘explanations’ that do not explain amything but
which provide skeptics with an excuse for dismissing the
story. Difficult cases will be swept under the rug at all cost
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if psychological pressure on the witness is not enough to
discourage him from telling his story in the first place.

How could the discovery of some diving equipment ‘on
a nearby beach’ explain the two observations of the un-
identified objects? What about the radar echo ? The ‘expla-
nation’ is completely invalid, but it is typical of stories that
are engineered to discredit the witnesses and reassure local
populations. These objectives are generally reached. The
witnesses are intimidated, and the local police, the only
source of accurate data, are generally anxious to see things
return to normat.

We were fortunate to be able to investigate this case
within 2 few days of the events, before the coverup was
organized. What would be the reaction of a scientist stum-
bling upon such a case a few weeks or a few months later?
He would simply brush it aside, and with good reason. The
witnesses are uncooperative; one of them stays home and
will not talk to visitors; the local police no longer have
anything to say, the military radar operators in Cherbourg
have received orders to deny their statements of the night
in question; and the information that appears in the news-
papers is confused, garbled, and inaccurate.

A local newspaper published a cartoon showing the little
town of Carteret, with a flying saucer and a Martian in the
foreground. A smiling Frenchman has approached the
little Martian and asks; “What kind of mileage do you get 7

In a later development, which will appear iromic in light
of the coverup attempts at Carteret, 2 Cabinet member
acknowledged for the first time the reality of the UFO prob-
lem as a subject fit for scientific research. In March, 1974,
the French Minister of Defense, Mr Robert Galley, agreed
to participate in a series of radio interviews that included
reports from witnesses and statements by three French
scientists who had studied the UFO phenomenon for many
years: Dr Pierre Guerin, of the Paris Astrophysical Insti-
tute; Dr Claude Poher (head of scientific studies for the
French equivalent of NASA); and myself. What the Defense
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Minister told reporter Jean-Claude Bourret®? might be a
lesson for other government officials around the world:

Tam deeply convinced that we must regard these pheno-
mena with an attitude of completely open mind. A number
of breakthroughs have been made in the history of man-
kind because someone has attempted to explain the un-
explainable. Now, among these aerial phenomena that
have been gathered under the label of UFOQOs, it is un-
deniable that there are facts that are unexplained or badly
explained.

In 1954 the Defense Ministry created a special section
for the gathering and study of witness accounts regarding
these unidentified flying objects. I have before me a
number of these accounts, that have developed over the
years until 1970; there are approximately fifty of them,
Among the earliest ones is a statement of personal obser-
vatioe by Lieutenant d’Emery, Jean, from Air Force
Base 107 at Villacoublay, dated November 20, 1953,
There are also reports from the Gendarmerie and some
observations from pilots and Air Center commanders.
There are many elements, whose convergence is of con-
cern, during the year 1954. Therefore the attitude one
must have is that of a completely open mind, an attitude
m which one does not deny the observations g priori.
Qur ancestors, in prior centuries, must have denied the
reality of a number of things that seem to us today abso-
Intely elementary, like piezoelectricity, or static electricity,
not to mention biological phenomena.

In fact, the entire development of science consists in
the fact that, at a given time, we realize that for fifty
years we have had mistaken ideas about the reality of
certain phenomena,

Ii is difficult to add anything to this statement. It is not
2. Jean-Claude Bourret, a leading French journalist, has published

his investigations and interviews in an excellent book entitled Za
Nouvelle Vague des Soucoupes Volantes (Paris: France-Empire, 1974).
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clear that the simple fact of keeping an open mind about
UFOs will in itself make a breakthrough possible but science
should certainly welcome the lifting of the attitude that has
prevented it from examining the facts.

The Third Coverup

We have so far discussed two forms of coverup: (1) the fact
that pressure is placed on witnesses to discourage them
from telling their story; and (2) the fabrication of ‘explana-
tions” when a witness does speak. 1 believe that to these
factors we must add a third one: the built-in silencing
mechanism of the phenomenon itself.

On December 3, 1967, a patrolman named Herb Schirmer,
of Ashland, Nebraska, had an experience that deserves to
be placed in the context of the stories of the abduction of
Betty and Barney Hill and of the Pascagoula fishermen. At
2:30 in the morning Schirmer saw on the road an object
with a row of flickering lights. Believing it to be a truck, he
tutned on his high beams. The object took off. The 22-year-
old patrolman drove back to the station and wrote his
entry: ‘Saw a flying saucer at the junction of highways 6 and
63. Believe it ot not.’

Schirmer went home with a strong headache and a buzz-
ing noise that prevented him from sleeping. He also had a
red welt below the left ear.® The case came to the attention
of the Colorado Cemmittee and Schirmer was placed under
hypnosis. It then became clear that there was a twenty-
minute period during which he remembered nothing, Later,
at the suggestion of another researcher, he was again placed
under hypnosis revealing an extraordinary sequence of
€vents.

As he saw the object take off, the patrolman decided to

3, In the case of the engineer mentioned in the Introduction a vibra-
tion was also reported to have generated pain *under the ear, at the base
of the skull’. The physro]oglcal implications of this consistent observa.
tion are interesting: in both cases, the witness might have been hit by
the beam of a device to alter his state of consciousness.
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follow it, and drove up a dirt road toward the intense light,
He tried to call the police at Wahoo (Nebraska) but the
radio was not working and the car engine died. The object,
metallic and football-shaped, was surrounded by a silvery
glow. It was making a ‘whooshing’ sound, and the lights
were flickering rapidly. Legs appeared under the craft, and
it landed. Schirmer wanted to drive home, but he was ‘pre-
vented by something in his mind’. The occupants of the craft
came toward the car, He was unable to draw his revolver.
They shot some greenish gas toward the car, pulled a small
object from a holster, flashed a bright light at him, and he
passed out!

The next thing Schirmer remembered, under hypnosis,
was rolling down the car window and talking to the occu-
pant of the craft, who pressed against the side of his neck
and asked him; “Are you the watchman over this place?
then pointed to the power plant and said, ‘Is this the only
source of power you have 7’

Schirmer was taken aboard, He saw control panels and
computer-like machines. The occupants were wearing cover-
alls with an emblem of winged serpent. One of them
pushed a button and tapes started running. ‘Through my
mind . ., somehow ... he is telling me things , . . My mind
hurts .. .”

Remember that my friend the engineer had also seen a
machine with tapes but he had spent eighteen earth days
facing it,

The occopants gave Schirmer a lot of interesting but
possibly misleading information. They wanted him to
believe that they came from a nearby galaxy. They had bases
in the United States. Their craft was operated by reverse
electromagnetism. Their ships had been knocked out of the
air by radar, by ionization. They drew power from large
Water reservoirs,

They have no pattern for contacting people. It is by pure
chance so the government cannot determine any patterns
about them, There will be a lot more contacts.
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TG A CERTAIN EXTENT THEY WANT TO
PUZZLE PEOPLE.

They know they are being seen too frequently and they
are trying to confuse the public’s mind.

Finally the occupant told Schirmer that he was not to re-
member the inside of the ship. He concluded:

YOU WILL NOT SPEAK WISELY ABOUT THIS
NIGHT. WE WILL RETURN TO SEE YOU TWO
MORE TIMES,

And at one point, in a hauntingly beautiful moment, one
of the men took Schirmer to the large window of the ship,
pointed 1o the deserted landscape around them and said
gravely: “Watchman, some day you will see the Universe!’
If the ‘occupants’ are so advanced, and do not want Schir-
mer to speak wisely of that night, why could he remember
so much of it under hypnosis? Have they not anticipated
this method of disclosure? Or could it be that some parts
of the human mind are inaccessible to them? Could it be
that their power is more limited than their actions seem to
imply ? Could it be that someone, or something, is playing
a fantastic trick on us?

The Phenomenon Negates Itself

Perhaps you have had the opportunity to attend a magic
show performed by an excellent master of that remarkable
profession. He produces before you, under impossible con-
ditions, a phenomenon that is clearly unexplainable. But
then he appears to realize how disappointed the audience
is. Indeed, everyone feels almost insulted by the preposter-
ousness of his performance. There must be a simple ex-
planation, an obvious trick! You do not find it ... then
the magician explains everything: the table top was hollow,
the cane was made of small sliding sections that he could
collapse into a different shape. Now you have understood
everything, you laugh at yourself for not immediately per-
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ceiving such a simple solution. You leave the room with a
warm feeling of gratefulness and a certain amount of pride.
Yes, pride: ‘I am not so stupid after all. This little per-
former hasn’t had me fooled for long!’

As you get home, doubts begin to creep into your rational
mind. You obtain all the objects necessary for accomplish-
ing the same trick by the simple method so nicely laid bare
before you just an hour earlier: and then you realize that
the explanation itself is impossible, that the magician never
told you the real technique!

The UFO phenomenon enjoys the same recursive un-
solvability. It leaves indices behind, but they seem to be
even more maddeningly misleading than the witnesses’
accounts. The phenomenon negates itself. It issues state-
ments and demonstrates principles where some of the in-
formation conveyed is true and some is false. Detetmining
which is the true half is left as an exercise to the investi-
gator, but the logic is such that one is tempted to place it
completely beyond the rational realm: a dangerous tempta-
tion!

In some cases all three factors are gathered around a
single person, and then the complexity of the research
becomes traly fantastic, Uri Geller, of course, is & case in
point.

In another relevant case the main witness was fooled by
sociotogists; the believers were fooled by alleged space-
men calling themselves the ‘Guardians’; the public was
fooled by the believers; and the sociologists may have been
fooled by the phenomenon itself!

Contact with a group called the Guardians started when
a Midwestern woman referred to as Mrs Keech woke up
one winter morning with a tingling or numbness in her arm:

My whole arm felt warm right up to the shoulder .., 1
had the feeling that someone was trying to get my atten-
tion. Without knowing why, I picked up a pencil and a
pad that were lying on the table near my bed. My hand
began to write in another handwriting,
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Through the messages she got, this woman was gradually
introduced into something she regarded as the realms of the
life beyond, until one day she received a message of com-
fort from an “Elder Brother’:

I am always with you. The cares of the day cannot touch
you, We will teach them that seek and are ready to follow
in the light. T will take care of the details. Trust in us. Be
patient and learn, for we are there preparing the work for
you as a connoeiter. That is an earthly liaison duty before
I come. That will be soon.*

Mrs Keech came to think of this as genuine contact with
higher entities and began indicating to people around her
that new knowledge was coming through. Soon a small sect
formed in the Midwestern city where she lived. One of the
leaders of the sect was a ‘Dr Armstrong,” 2 man we will
again find involved in the Ui Geller affair. The Guardians
gave the group teachings and advice. They also predicted
future events, such as the landings of flying saucers and
visits from spacemen. One of these predictions was of a
spacecraft landing at a nearby military airfield. The small
group drove to a spot from which they could see the run-
ways and observed the scene and the sky in vain, bui
suddeniy a man approached the party, and upon looking at
him all present felt an eerie reaction to his appearance. No
one had seen him approaching. He was offered something
to drink and declined. He walked with a curious, rigid
bearing. A moment later he was gone, but no one had seen
him go away! As such stories began circulating the belief
structure of the little sect became better established. It
accumulated its own folklore and even created its own
vocabulary - special words with special meanings,

Mrs Keech was now writing as much as fourteen hours a
day; the teachings became increasingly concerned with
religious matters, with cosmology, and with flying sancers.
Finally one day the great message came through. It was

4, Leon Festinger, Henty Riecken and Stanley Schachter, When
Prophecy Fails (New York : Harper & Row, 1964),

U.F.0.—4
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forecasting a disaster, an earthquake and a flood, and the
saving of the believers by their Space Brothers:

. . . the region of the Canada, Great Lakes and the Mis-
sissippi, to the Gulf of Mexico, into the Central America
will be as changed. The great tilting of the land of the
U.S. to the East will throw up mountains along the
Central States,

The group now felt a special responsibility to tell the
world about these momentous events, They issned press
releases, some of which were picked up by local papers.
This in turn attracted the attention of & team of sociologists
at the University of Minnesota who were investigating the
behavior of individuals in social movements based oun
specific prophecies. They obtained a Ford Foundation grant
to study Mrs Keech’s group and received logistical support
from the University’s Laboratory for Research in Social
Relations, They began infiltrating the sect, pretending to be
sincere converts and attending meetings to monitor the
evolution of its beliefs as the appointed time for the ful-
fillment of the prophecy drew nearer.

Although the use of such deception methods by scientists
is now very much under question, the book, When Prophecy
Fails, written by the sociologists oo the basis of their in-
vestigations, is essential for anyone trying to understand the
complex nature of the belief in UFOs. The book details the
cfforts made by members of the sect to warn mankind of
impending doom angd describes their belief that those who
would be drowned would be spiritnally reborn on other
planets appropriate to their spiritual development, but that
flying saucers would come down from the sky in time to
save the believers from the Flood. The predicted events, as
the reader must be aware, did not come to pass. The Mid-
western part of the U.S. has not been engulfed by the
ocean, and the many countries slated for destruction are
still above sca level. What did this mean for the beliefs of
the sect? It actually served fo reinforce their conviction, be-
cause they took credit for the avoidance of the destruction!
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Some earthquakes did take place in desert areas around the
date of the cataclysm, and had they struck a populated area
the damage would have been considerable. Hence, it may
have been the light shed by the small group of faithful be-
lievers that had spared the country from disaster, they
speculated. Some members of the sect also theorized that it
had been another test of their ability to believe blindly, to
follow without discussion the orders they received from
their Guardians, and to face ridicule without fear.

Why bring the story of Mrs Keech into the discussion of
a scientific study of UFOs? Many sociologists will argue
that her case is typical of many small sects and cults and
that adequate theories now exist to explain their bebavior.
To a very great extent this is true, but 1 am not convinced
that the mechanism that gives rise to the founding of such
movements is fully understood, and I do not believe that
their potential impact on society has been made completely
explicit.

The case of Mrs Keech is important to all scientists who
have an interest in the UFO phenomenon, because it pro-
vides a prototype for an increasing number of groups that
establish themselves around similar belief systems. One of
the most publicized of these groups in recent years is the
network of Uri Geller devotees, which has succeeded in
arousing the interest of several leading physicists. In Geller’s
case, like Mrs Keech’s, there are several unexplained phe-
nomena that provide a basis for the beliefs of the group. In
both cases, too, we are told to expect “higher’ knowledge to
come from the UFQOs. And in both cases there is an impact
on the collective consciousness.

What about the prophetic element? Mrs Keech predicted
a flood and salvation from above. Geller and Puharich have
forecast massive flying saucer landings. Many people around
the country (whom author John Keel has appropriately
called ‘the silent contactees’) are keeping to themselves what
they regard as revelations made to them by alien entities.
Perhaps people have always had such experiences. Perhaps
they were purely religious, hence private, in times past, and
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only the relative acceptance of modern UFO sightings by a
segment of the media and by a few curious scientists has
encouraged the partial disclosure of some of the contacts,
Whatever the case may be, we tend to discount too easily
the fact that the phenomena contain absurd elements. This
is the third coverup.

It is tempting to place Mrs Keech and all people like her
into a category neatly labeled in sociological terms, like
‘doomsday believers’ and ‘cognitive dissonance’, preferably
with the magic term ‘behavior’ tacked on. Examining the
details of her story should, however, make us a bit cautious.
There is, for example, the matter of the strange man she met
in the first prophetic instance, The academic investigators
felt that they were on such strong theoretical ground that
they neglected to ascertain whether the mysterious appear-
ance and disappearance of the stiff-legged entity could be
confirmed by others. This lack of followup must be de-
plored, On two other occasions, Mrs Keech had been
visited by strange people. The first incident followed the dis-
closure of her flood forecast in the local papers. Two men
came to her door and asked to talk to her; one of them was
a perfectly ordinary human, but his companion was very
strange and did not say a single word during the visit. She
asked who they were, and the first man replied, ‘I am of this
planet, but he is not.” The point of their discussion, which
lasted for half an hour, was that she should not publicize her
information beyond what she had already done. *“The time is
not right now,’ the man said before leaving with his com-
panion. This encounter had been deadly serious. As a result
Mrs Keech gave up her plans to publish a book about her
experiences.

There was another visit, a few months later, this time by
five young visitors who spent two hours trying to convince
Mrs Keech and a scientist who was a member of ber group
that their information was incorrect, that everything they
were predicting was wrong.

The investigators again made no effort to identify these
visitors, which is in my opinion a serious oversight: “Why
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these young men called at the house, what their purpose
was, and who they were ~ these are things we do not know:
they may have been practical jokers, or they may have had
a serious purpose.” In describing her discussion with the
later visitors, Mrs Keech said, shocked and weeping, that:

They kept forcing me to take back things, He kept trying
to pressure me into saying they were not true, They kept
telling me that what I said was all false and mixed up.
And they told me that they were in contact with outer
space too and all the writings I had were wrong and that
everything I was predicting was wrong.

Now the ring of absurdity was complete around Mrs
Keech. She was experiencing the third covernp. The Flood
wonid not take place, The believers who had trusted all the
signs and the obvious sincerity of their medium or ‘channel’
would be left completely isolated — having lost or resigned
their jobs, in some cases having sold all their carthly posses-
sions, committed to a reality that only they could perceive;
they would be forever unable to tell the whole story. The
most highly educated man in the group, a local professor,
would comment:

I've had to go a long way. 1've given up just about every-
thing. I've cut every tie. I've burned every bridge. I've
turned my back on the world. I can’t afford to doubt. [
have to believe. And there isn’t any other truth ...
You're having your period of doubt now, but bang on,
boy, hang on, This is a tough time but we know that the
boys upstairs are taking care of us.

A frightening view, perhaps one that will in the future
take new forms and engulf more people. Such is the result
of the three covernps.



CHAPTER THREE

Memorandum for Archives

- Are Catholics the Chosen People?

- Mo. Signed AFFA.

- Can we see a spaceship or flying saucer ?
- When would you like to sec it?

- Can we sce it now?

-~ Go to the window!

-~ Exchange between three intelligence
officers and the alleged space
intelligence AFFA, July 6, 1959,
in Washington, D.C., from a Project
Blue Book memorandum

The Contact with SPECTRA

The:series of contacts between a physician, Andrija Puharich,
a graduate of Northwestern University, and the ‘Intelligence
in the Sky’ called SPECTRA or Hoova, began on November
30, 1971, when Puharich hypnotized Uri Geller for the first
time. Uri said under hypnosis that he found himself in a
cave in Cyprus and ‘came there for learning’.

‘I learn and learn, but I don’t know who is doing the
teaching.’
‘What are you learning ¥
‘It is ... about people who come from space. But [ am
not to talk about these things yet.’*

During this hypnotic session, Geller recalled his early ex-

periences with TUFOs as a child. At the age of three, as he

was playing in 2 garden in Tel Aviv, he saw a large shining
* Andrija Puharich, Uri (New York: Doubleday, 1974), p. 94.
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bowl-shaped light in the sky above him, on December 235,
1949. And there was a huge, very bright shining figure in the
parden:

The shining figure had no face that could be seen, only 2
radiant countenance. Uri gazed at this radiance in total
hypnotism. Then he became aware of arms slowly moving
out from the side of the body of the radiance. The arms
were rajsed over the ‘head’ of the radiance, and then Uri
saw that held between the hands was the sun. It was so
blazing in its brightness that Uri passed out from the
power of its rays, with the pain of blindness.

At that point of the hypnotic session, a voice was heard in
the room. It identified itself as the source that had found
Uri in the garden and bad ‘programmed’ him. The message
was impressive but also absurd: ‘We reveal ourselves
because . .. plans for war have been made by Egypt.” The
alleged cosmic intelligence was expressing the same concern
that was in the minds of the people gathered in that apart-
ment in Israel, and these people were so overwhelmed by the
communication that it did not occur to them that such a
cosmic power, if real, would have been able to stop a war
with considerable ease. After all, if they can stop automobile
engines, why not simply freeze the motion of all the tanks
m the Middle East? Instead, Uri and Puharich took the
message literally. And they took literally every one of the
messages that followed, reading infinite wisdom into pseudo-
scientific mumbo-jumbo that often emerged from their tape
recorder; ‘There is a dematerialized aspect to your atoms,
that we can use’ (p. 166), and “We need that mass landing
like you people on earth call refueling, and charging up,
like a huge plane of yours charges up with electricity. We do
that through your barometric and cosmic layer around
earth’ (p. 179). On another occasion, the alleged cosmic in-
tefligence even uitered this piece of wisdom:

We have passed our souls, bodies and minds into com-
putors [sic] and moved several of millions of light-years
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backward toward your time and dimension. In due time
we shall receive all material coming back to our main
center which is zoned into a different dimension than
yours. This different dimension lies beyond the so-called
star, and so-called god, so-called planet that you call the
sun. It is millions of light-years backward into the dies-
hold [ 7] of the ages.

Not only have Pubarich and Geller taken these philo-
sophical and pseudoscientific messages seriously, but they
have followed to the letter, with the most extreme reverence,
the instructions they received from this alleged cosmic
source. The first contact that Puharich had with alleged
UFO entities was through the same man who was a leader
in Mrs Keech’s sect! (The sociologists who wrote When
Frophecy Fails called him Dr Armstrong.} Now, the cases
we have already reviewed have prepared us to deal with the
material presented by Uri Geller. In this respect I will
attempt to convey my feeling of uneasiness about the
authenticity of the messages and the intentions of their
source.

1 have met Dr Puharich, whom 1 regard as an intensely
sincere man, and 1 think highty of Geller’s talents. We can-
not brush aside their experiences, and the experiences of
many people who have been close to them, with simple
rejections. What we can and should do is to sort out the
implications of the extremely confusing set of events they
claim to have observed. Here again, as in the Aveyron case,
we touch the very essence of prophecy. SPECTRA tells
Puharich, at one point, ‘It is a shame that for such a brilliant
mind we cannot contact you directly. Maybe in time we
shall be able to contact you directly.” Earlier, SPECTRA
had said: ‘Our computers studied everyone on earth. You
were noticed for your abilities as the perfect man for this
mission.” Why would a cosmic intelligence, capable of mani-
pulating time and space at will and of controlling the minds
of men, use such a primitive device as a computer to sort
out the abilities of the earth’s population ?
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But we are not asked to comprehend here; we are asked
simply to believe. We are asked to suspend our rational
Judgment and to trust the “higher® power that expresses itself
through a few chosen people. This is not new. There is a pre-
cedent, too, for 2 young man from Tsracl who believes he
will save the world. What happens if we refuse to be drawn
into blind belief of this sort? What happens if we analyze
and compare? We find that the messages from SPECTRA
do not explain UFQs. They fail to give a consistent inter-
pretation of the characteristics of the sightings in the last
twenty-five years; furthermore, we find that the cult that is
building up around Pubarich and Geller is very similar to a
number of other belief structures that have developed in the
U.8. and other countries in recent years,

Un and Puharich receive messages from SPECTRA, pre-
dicting mass landings (perhaps visible only to themselves).
In the discussions T have had with them they have ignored
the fact that similar predictions have been made to others
all over the world, allegedly coming from other cosmic
sources, each one presenting a consistent phifosophy, each
one telling obvious falsehoods and uttering sheer jargon
most of the time.

The members of the lnvisible Coflege have become inter-
ested in these patterns, but they have carefully reserved
judgment on their nature. We could reject the Geller
phenomenon as an aberration or a hoax, and this will be, I
suppose, the reaction of many scientists. My own approach
15 to recognize precisely in what respects it does not re-
semble what we already know of the UFO phenomenon, and
then to place it alongside other, possibly similar problems
which have been around for some time. Periodically I try
to revise my own prejudices about these unexplained facts
and to perceive some pattern that might be a clue to their
nature.

The Way to Enlightenment ?

Throughout history the minds of men have been manipu-
lated by sources apparenily external fo their environment.
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1t has been a common theme in all these communications
that the purpose of the message was to show mankind a
way to enlighteoment, to greater happiness, and to salva-
tion, either from physical disasters or from dangers waiting
for us beyond death itself. Another common premise in all
such inspirational messages was that they originated with
‘higher’ beings, superior to humanity in technology and in
wisdom. The historical importance of such communications
has generally been trivial but occasionally it has been pro-
found. It bas often resulted in the creation of small groups
of priests or initiates who claimed direct contact with the
higher entities or gods. One of the points of Puharich’s
book is to place a similar claim before us. For he and Geller
are clearly designated as the interpreters of the voice of
SPECTRA: T believe,” states Dr Puharich (p. 127), ‘that
a Prophet, a Uri Geller . .. is specifically created to serve
as an intermediary between a “divine” intelligence and
man.” In another communication Dr Puharich was told:
‘In the Jast twenty-four hours you have passed the test
successfully. This 1s the last time ever in your life that you
will have to be tested . . . You must tell the world everything
about us ..." Finally, Dr Puharich states flatly that ‘The
relationship . . . between these superior beings and Uri and
me continues to grow deeper and mutually more meaning-
ful.” In other words, Puharich and Uri are initiates, modern-
day prophets,

Although most of the messages from SPECTRA are said
to have come on a tape recorder, Uri Geller himself has
begun to get information through avtomatic writing, It
comes in the form of tensor equations, a kind of higher
mathematics of which Uri has no concept. Puharich and
Geiler have failed to note that similar *messages’ have been
reported by all sorts of individuals under a variety of cir-
cumstances and that again, most of them have been mis-
jeading, There is much to learn from a study of this strange
form.of ‘communication’, as some intellipence organizations
discovered in 1959.
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The Contact with AFFA

The date was July 6, 1959, and the place, Washington, D.C.
I believe the facts to be authentic, and I am sorry that 1
must disguise the names of the principals.2

On the day io guestion a gentleman I shall call Mr Tal-
man had an experience that cansed him to contact Colopel
Friend, then head of Project Blue Book, concerning Tal-
man’s personal experiences with psychic phenomena in
connection with UFQs,

Talman and Friend met three days later in the presence
of six men from the Central Intelligence Agency and a
representative of the office of Naval Intelligence, and they
went over the entire case. The discussion began with a
briefing about official government involvement in the study
of UF0Os. Several local cases were studied, as well as some
highly publicized American sightings where photographic
evidence had been obtained, especially the Mariana case of
August, 1950, and the Tremonton sighting of July, 1952 It
seems that several members of the group had had contact
with a unit that examined the pictures.

Such evidence, interesting as it was to the participants,
was not the main point of the meeting, and Talman finally
described his own experience. For the last five years his
organization had been studying a woman, Mrs Swan, who
claimed to be in psychic contact with space entities. And one
of the investigators, an intelligence officer named Curtis,
had learned her technique and had acquired her ability to
receive messages from outer space!

The method that Mrs Swan used in her communications
was a simple one. Asking specific questions, she would relax
her bedy completely and, holding a pencil, would await an
answer. An ‘unknown force® would then take control of her

2. This document has been quoted extensively in the recent book by
Robert Emenegger: UFQOs, Past, Present and Future, with the per-
mission of the institutions involved. Thus the facts contained in the
memorandum can now be discussed publicly.
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arm and write down the reply. Her abilities had been studied
in depth by the Canadians, and the U,S. armed forces
also had a complete file on her. At that point of his sum-
mary, Talman gave the floor to his colleague, Commander
Curtis,

Curtis began his staternent before the group with the
revelation that during the second half of June, 1959, he had
indeed flown with another officer to visit Mrs Swan. The
aim of the visit was to observe the contact and to ask a
number of guestions through this ‘channel’. The meeting
took place as planned, and at the end of the session Mrs
Swan suggested that the commander try to make contact
with the entities himself. Curtis made the attempt but was
unsuccessful.

Upon his return to Washington Commander Curtis had
discussed the case with Talman and another colleague and,
at their repeated suggestion, tried to contact the entities
again, This time Curtis appeared to be successful in re-
ceiving messages from a source identified as AFFA living
on the planet Uranus.

Curtis was told to write down the questions as they were
posed by Talman and another individual. He did this by
relaxing his arm completely, allowing it to be controlled, as
he described it, by the ‘outside force” which was responsible
for writing the answers, He observed that he was the object
of a very intense physical tension during the message
transmission.

Some examples of the exchange between AFFA and these
three men are as follows:

‘Do you favor a particular Government, religion, group
orrace?

‘No. Signed AFFA.’

‘Wil there be a third world war ?

‘No. Signed AFFA.

‘Are Catholics the Chosen People 7

‘No. Signed AFFA .’

‘Can we see a spaceship or flying saucer ¥
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‘When would you like to see it 7
‘Can we see it now ?’
‘Go to the window.’

At that point, the three men rushed to the window but saw
nothing, Coming back to the table, Curtis asked, ‘Are we
looking in the right direction? The response from AFFA
did not come through his arm but as a word that Curtis pro-
nounced verbally: “Yes!’

It was 2 .M. on that day, July 6, 1939, when the three
men saw the disk-shaped object. 1t flew over Washington
and was described as having clear edges and a dark center.
They called the radar center and were told that, for an un-
known reason, the radar return was blocked in the sector
they indicated! One of the earlier questions to AFFA had
elicited a response dealing with the savcers’ difficulty in
penetrating the earth’s radar network undetected.

Universal Association of Planets

When he heard these revelations, Colonel Friend asked
Commander Curtis to make another atiempt to contact
AFFA as he had done three days earlier, but the trial was
unsuccessful, He did get a few replies, but they indicated
that ‘the moment was not favorable’. AFFA stated, how-
ever, that there was no objection to the members of the
group attending the meeting.

Mr Talman and all the people in attendance at the meet-
ing stated for the record that they had known Curtis for
many years, and that he had always been competent, quiet,
calm, and very conservative. All thought his experience to
be extremely significant, not only because of his background,
but because of the testimony of two other semior officers
who had been with him when the flying saucer had appeared
over the building!

The next day Commander Curtis and Colonel Friend
went to the office where the file of the contact case was kept.
The documents contained in that file showed that Mrs
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Swan had been in communication with the following
entities:

AFFA from Uranus

CRILL from Jupiter

ALOMAR from Mercury

PONNAR also from Mercury

ANKAR from the constellation Centaurus

What impressed the investigators was the fact that
through these contacts the woman had been able to answer
questions that appeared to be beyond her education and tech-
nical knowledge. However, the visitors were disappointed
to find -only vague descriptions of the propulsion mechanism
of the mysterious flying saucers. Some of the statements
alluded to the material that was used in their construction,
but nothing specific was revealed. Curtis indicated that the
Canadians had pursued this particular aspect of the ques-
tion quite deeply.

The documents in that file gave information on the enti-
ties that were responsible for the contact. There existed, it
seemed, a certain organization called OEEU, meaning
‘Universal Association of Planets’, and that organization
had a project called EU or EREVZA, which meant “Earth’.®
Its aim was never specified. In Chapter Four, however, we
shall have the opportunity to analyze in detail the fascin-
ating background of a similar organization whose reputa-
tion is rapidly spreading in Spain: it is called UMMO and is
attempting to influence human affairs.

The memorandum that was written for archiving pur-
poses as a result of this series of meetings concludes with
the writer’s evaluation of the personal attitudes within the
group. The leader of the interaction, it was stated, appeared
to be a man with a fine analytic mind. His onty motivation
in the case was his respect for Curtis. The latter seerned to

3. The document T am quoting from here is a copy of the original
rmemorandum. The spelling of some of the names differs from that
given by Emenegger in his book. For instance, he has OEEV rather
than OEEU, and EUUENZA instead of EREVZA.
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be a very stable man: ‘He occupies — or occupied! — a re-
sponsible position’, the memorandum goes on to say with
tongue in cheek. This officer seemed quite embarrassed
when he found himself a center of attention during the
mtial phase of the meeting, but he later relaxed.

Finally, Talman was said to be “a man with both feet
firmly on the ground’. ‘There is no question,’ the author of
the memo concluded, ‘that the object seen over Washington
on that day of July, 1939, was a flying saucer.

The Contact with 7171

In 1972 T began my own investigation into the phenomenon
of automatic writing and I had the occasion to observe
several lengthy exchanges between one of my subjects and
an entity calling itself *7171°, who claimed to be connected
with UFOs. The subject was a man whose abilities I have
personally tested; in successive experiments involving small
objects hidden in plastic boxes, this person produced draw-
ings of the targets with considerable accuracy. (Other tests
involved the use of a computer in the prediction of the state
of a random number generator.) For several years, this
person had occasionally felt the urpe to write what at first
seemed to be meaningless messages. When questions were
asked of the ‘entity’ aliegedly producing the writing, the
messages became more focused, and soon centered on the
UFQ phenomenon, This person then approached me and
agreed that more systematic testing was in order. At the
same time we attempted to refine the communication tech-
nique and to identify those components of the interaction
that might be coming from the channel’s own subconscions
mind.

The contents of some relevant communications are given
below. The point here, once again, is not that such com-
munications might contain any new knowledge, but that,
taken in the context of the ‘contact’ with AFFA, they throw
some light -on the type of phenomena the men in Washing-
ton were playing with,
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Medium:

Vallee:

Medium:

Vallee:

Medium;

UFOs: The Psychic Solution

Can you experience the future?

YES.

Why are you communicating ?

THE ANSWER TO THIS I DC NOT
FULLY KNOW MYSELF. I KNOW ONLY
THAT iT I8 CONSISTENT WITH THOSE
HIGHER THAN L

What are UFQs a symbol of ?

THEY ARE A SYMBOL OF NOTHING IN
THE SENSE THAT YOU MEAN. THEY

HAVE A VALIDITY INDEPENDENT OF
SYMBOLISM.

Why are there men like us in UFOs?
BECAUSE, FOR VERY DEEP REASONS,

THE FORM OF MAN IS A UNIVERSAL
CONSTANT.

Why do they come here?

TO HARMONIZE THIS WORLD WITH
THE REST OF THE UNIVERSE.

Whois 71712

HE IS ONLY ONE OF THE INFINITE
NUMBER OF ENTITIES THROUGH
WHICH I MAY SPEAK.

Does he have special significance ?

ONLY IN THE SENSE THAT HE WAS
CHOSEN AT A PARTICULAR TIME
FOR CONTACT WITH XXX. (medium’s
name)

Can you serve as a channel to an entity that is
higher than yourself?

THERE IS NONE HIGHER THAN MY-
SELF.
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Vallee:  You lied when you said that you were the
supreme source of life, then. Earlier you
mentioned ‘those higher than I’. Can you
explain this?

Medium: YES. I AM BOTH. THE APPLE IS BORN
OF THE TREE, BUT 1S ALSO THE
SOURCE OF ALL APPLE TREES.

Vallee:  Can you produce physical effects that we can
recognize (light, sound)?

Medium: WHEN THE TIME IS RIGHT SUCH
THINGS WILL OCCUR.

How Belief Is Born

On the basis of such communications, should I now jump
to the conclusion that I am now in contact with a source of
immense wisdom ? Should T assume, like Dr Pubarich, that
I have the responsibility to reveal to the world the existence
of this higher power? Unfortunately, I cannot regard the
above, or any of the other exchanges I have obtained
through this and other chan sels, as a genuine communica-
tion with a higher entity. I do not doubt the truthfulness of
the man who acted as channel, and whom I am happy to
have as a friend. Neither do 1 doubt that there must be,
throughont the universe, billions of entities endowed with
thought, of which 1 would expect, on a purely statistical
basis, about half to be lower than man and half to be higher,
Humanity is, after all, the only form of evolved intelligence
we know (we still have much to learn about dolphins, how-
ever) and we should expect to be about average on the
scale of intelligence among galactic civilizations. Why should
there be anything exceptional about us?

1 regard the above dialogue as an instance of communica-
tion with a level of consciousness, possibly (but not neces-
sarily) nonhuman. But its nature may be understandable
only in terms of a space-time structure more complex than
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what current physics places at our disposal. As we attempt
a definition of this form of consciousness it is useful to keep
in mind that aspects of it may be systematically misleading,
Its manifestation in the form of statements in our language
may be childish or absurd. Its elements may be borrowed
entirely from our own brains and reflected uwpon us (as
seems the case inp most of the exchanges between Puharich
and SPECTRA) or it may present genuinely new data. Ex-
periences involving automatic writing are not a recent de-
velopment. The techniques themselves are as old as the Old
Testament, which was, after all, written through commumi-
cation with such a ‘higher source’, and it is diffienlt to deny
that the contents of this communication still rule over the
lives and conduct of hundreds of millions of human beings.
We are not dealing here with a funny bit of stage magic or
with an intriguing source of random incidents. We are deal-
ing instead with one of the most fundamental drives of the
human race. How can these manifestations have such a deep
relationship to collective consciousness? They make possi-
ble the appearance and development of mass religious move-
ments, inspiting entire civilizations to war and conquest,
submitting them to the will of leaders who may not hesitate
to sacrifice millions of lives to create new forms of society
conforming to theit vision,

There is an uncanny power in words that appear to issue
from a superhuman source, and it would be dangerous to
assume that 2ais power cannot still move the world today. 1t
is manifested around us ip the charismatic movement, in
hundreds of occult groups of one kind or another, and in
many UFO-related writings such as those inspired by
SPECTRA, AFFA, and others we will investigate. This
material is variously received as a manifestation from God,
as a sign of lunacy, or as a dangerous form of social de-
viance. Most often, the words of the ‘entity’, whether it
claims to be of a space origin or to represent some dead
person like ‘Aunt Martha’ does pothing more than borrow
words and expressions that exist as thoughts, possibly un-
consciously, in the minds of the persons who attend the
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meeting. For this reason, exposure to such phenomena is
hazardous to psychic health!*

A perceptive reader of Puharich’s book will note that the
voice of SPECTRA consistently uses concepts that are cur-
rent in the thoughts of either Uri or the author himself, 1n
particular, it gets confused about astronomical units of
measurement in precisely the same manner as Uri Geller
does:

‘Millions of light-years backwards into the dieshold [7]
of the ages’, says SPECTRA (p. 185), confusing units of
time with units of space. And on another occasion the
Rhombus 4-D computer states: ‘That was planned hun-
dreds, hundreds of light-years ago, Andrija.’ And SPEC-
TRA also spoke of ‘many billions of light-years ahead of
time’. Therefore we should consider the possibility that we
are dealing with a phenomenon that uses, or emanates from,
the brains of Geller and Puhazich,

Before Dr Puharich gets too deeply into the tensor
equations he is getting from this divine source, I suggest
that he should spend a little time straightening out the
definition of their physical units, because something is
drastically wrong with their idea of light-years! A light-
year, contrary to what the name seems to imply, is not a
unit of time, but a unit of space, namely the distance be-
tween two points A and B, such that a light signal sent from
A reaches B one year later, at the light velocity of 186,000
miles per second. Time obviously cannot be measured in
iight-years, Einstein or no Einstein. That would be like
saying that Uri Geller weighs twenty inches and that it took
Puharich 50.7 kilogauss to write his book. The amusing
fact here is that Uri makes exactly the same mistake as
SPECTRA. During his first interview with scientists from
the Stanford Research Institute, Uri explained the concept

4, Catholic priests at the end of the nineteenth century discouraged
many French families from exaperimenting with tables that tipped and
tapped uncanny messages from Beyond. The facts were undeniable, and
the evidence of the phenomena was as good, if not better, than the evi-
dence for flying saucers, In many cases the effects were the same.
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of SPECTRA’s computers guiding his ‘powers’ and said:
“You see, they are computers, which were fed millions of
light-years in the future.’

Here again he is using a light-year as a unit of time. This,
of course, raises in our skeptical minds the thought that Uri
may be a clever ventriloquist who has been fooling Puharich
for years, simulating the voice of SPECTRA. Things are
not, however, so simple. Puharich sometimes receives the
messages when Urd is away, and it is difficult to believe that
even a clever magician would be able to plant londspeakers
in the walls wherever Dr Puharich goes.

No valid interpretation of the relationship between Uri
Geller and his sonrces of power can be made without a real
understanding of the complex phenomena of automatic
writing, spiritual contact, and their many variants. In the
wake of Uri Geller’s faime, a number of people have begun
to receive ‘messages’ similar to those issuing from SPECTRA
and Rhombus 4-D. Some of these people are scientists, and
they are so amazed by the information they claim to obtain
through this channel that they are tempted to drop every-
thing else to devote all their time to such a study. 1 hope
that the data given in this book will serve as a note of
caution to these scientists.

It is true, in my opinion, that Geller and other ‘silent
contactees’ can produce phenomena that are inadequately
explained in conventional terms. It is also undeniable that
these phenomena do not constitute an end, but a means for
convincing both scientists and nonscientists of the oppor-
tunity for contact with a ‘higher’ source of information and
power. Here lies the danger, because historically, such
messages have never revealed anything that was not already
known or within the intellectual grasp of man. The fact that
Geller writes tensor equations should not surprise us:
Puharich is familiar with this form of mathematics, and it
has been consistently observed that messages produced by
automatic writing could tap the knowledge, conscious or
unconscions, of the participants. The following previously
unpublished case is an example of this phenomenon: noth-






