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Thanks to the following gifted artists for contributing original illustrations and
 stories to this publication.

Ricardo Pustanio

Ricardo Pustanio is an enduring icon in the world of New Orleans Mardi Gras float
design and local artistry. Today his phenomenal creative talents are witnessed by thou-
sands upon thousands of locals and tourists who throng the streets of New Orleans
each year to catch a glimpse of one of the oldest and most prestigious parades of the
season, the Krewe of Mid-City. According to Ricardo, “The best is still to come!”

Born in New Orleans, Ricardo is the third son of local golfing legend Eddie
“Blackie” Pustanio. When Ricardo was baptized, the famous “Diamond Jim” Moran
was hailed as his godfather and all the major golfing pros who visited the elder Pus-
tanio at his City Park Golf Course digs bounced little Ricardo on a famous knee at one
time or another.

Like nearly every child brought up in the city of New Orleans, Ricardo was
brought out by his parents to enjoy the pageantry and revelry of the great old-line
Mardi Gras parades. These halcyon Mardi Gras days of his youth were Ricardo’s first
taste of the passion that would become the artistic pinnacle of his later career. During
the 1960s Ricardo’s entries won first place, and he rode with the King of Mid-City
three years in a row: a true precursor of things to come.

The winner of many art competitions throughout his life, his earliest prize-win-
ning work was created while Ricardo was still in Kindergarten. From an early age,
Ricardo’s work was distinguished with prizes and praise. Many are now in private art
collections in New Orleans and across the United States.

Ricardo’s special style has been very visible in his work on numerous backdrops
and displays for the 1984 New Orleans World’s Fair; several of his original pieces from
that fair have garnered high prices at auctions throughout the United States and Europe.

Ricardo served Le Petit Theatre du Vieux Carre as technical director for its 1992
to 1993 season, during which he contributed his considerable artistic talents to the
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themselves. Chambers himself, who was living in seclusion in a Los Angeles nursing
home when the story of the gorilla suit hoax broke, refused to confirm or deny the reports.

Roger Patterson died in 1972, never doubting that he had caught a real Bigfoot
on film and swearing to all who would listen that the incident at Bluff Creek had been
no hoax perpetrated by himself or Gimlin.

Chris Murphy, a Bigfoot researcher, told the Sunday Telegraph (October 19,
1997) that “very high computer enhancements of the film show conclusively that,
whatever it was, it was not wearing a suit. The skin on the creature ripples as it walks.”

Other Bigfoot experts have declared the Patterson-Gimlin film to be an authen-
tic documentary of a genuine female hominoid. Two Russian scientists, Dmitri
Bayanov and Igor Bourtsev minutely analyzed every movement of the female Bigfoot
on the controversial film and concluded that it had passed all their tests and their cri-
teria of “distinctiveness, consistency, and naturalness.”

“Who,” they ask rhetorically in their chapter in The Sasquatch and Other
Unknown Hominoids, “other than God or natural selection is sufficiently conversant
with anatomy and bio-mechanics to ‘design’ a body
which is perfectly harmonious in terms of structure
and function?”

In 2009, an outrageous rumor about a “Bigfoot
Massacre” having taken place in which Patterson
and Gimlin shot and killed the female Bigfoot and
her family after following her back to her home in
the forest began to make the rounds of the various
Bigfoot hunting clubs and groups.

It has been only within the last few years that
Bob Gimlin has begun appearing at Bigfoot confer-
ences. At one such gathering in Texas in September
2009, Gimlin and respected cryptozoologist Loren
Coleman shared a number of early morning breakfasts.
Together, the two men spoke of their disappointment
about what had happened with the Patterson-Gimlin
film after the “human element” got involved. They
agreed that human personalities had, unfortunately,
“mucked things up,” a sad fate that occurs to any field
with strong egos and groundbreaking discoveries.

They Interacted with Bigfoot
for Nearly 20 Years

Don and Peggy Avery’s Sasquatch experiences
began as the result of an avid interest in the old
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Loren Coleman, one of the world’s most knowledg -
eable cryptozoologists, poses with a friend, the
Cryptozoological Museum’s eight-foot-tall, 400-
pound Bigfoot, created by Wisconsin taxidermy
artist Curtis Christensen (photo by International
Cryptozoology Museum/Joe Citro).
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gold rushes of the nineteenth century, particularly that of the Klondike, and con-
tinued sporadically for nearly 20 years. Don had read many books on the sub-
ject and had watched a number of television programs on the various techniques
of prospecting. In 1989, Don and Peggy moved to eastern Washington where
Don began his employment managing a small community. According to Don:

Somewhere along the line I became interested in dousing. I had carried a quartz
crystal around with me for many years and I thought that I would attempt to

invoke whatever ability I might have at map dousing for gold deposits. I purchased a
Metsker’s map of the region and triangulated on a sand bar some 55 miles to the north-
east in the Snake River below the lower Granite Dam.

Several weeks later, Peggy and I drove to the area. We had never visited this
locale before, and we wandered along the beach for quite some time, distressed by the
ribbons of oil that we spotted in the sand. After about an hour of wandering around
feeling like a fool, it dawned on me that I was staring at black sand and not oil taint-
ed sand. I found a rich ledge a dozen yards inland and took some samples that I panned
down. The effort revealed a flash of gold in the pan.

I was hooked. I subsequently made several trips to the area and wound up with
a very nice gold button that I retorted from an amalgamation of mercury and hundreds
of flakes of fine gold.

I subsequently read about the Liberty mining district in the Cle Elum area. It had
been discovered by a group of Blewett miners heading over the pass in an effort to resup-
ply in Cle Elum. This gold was crystalline wire, which is extremely rare. The nuggets
found at the head of the creek that drains the area that I claimed held the largest nuggets
ever found in Washington State. The heftiest of which was about 6 1/2 pounds. The
miners lost the trail of this ancient deposit as the result of a basalt intrusion.

But logic dictated that a 6.5-pound nugget, shaped like a wing, would not tum-
ble far from its source.

I hit upon a spot on a bench above the creek through dousing and soil sampling.
I filed a mining claim in the summer of 1995 and fell in love with the area. It is like a
slice of heaven; always peaceful, inviting, mysterious, and provides a strange sense of
solitude. It is on a dead end, and very few people ever wander down the road. One man
owns most of the mining claims on the creek, and he has dug up the head of the creek
to its maximum extent in the last few years. This particular area is under the control
of the Forest Service.

During the Veteran’s Holiday three-day weekend in 1996, Peggy and I decided
to stay a night in Ellensburg. It snowed that night, the first of the season. It was a wet
snow about three to four inches. I parked down by the highway, loaded my pack onto
my back and began the three-quarters of a mile walk into the claim.

Peggy decided to stay in the car and read a book. I made my way up the old min-
ing road roughly half-way to my claim when I heard a guttural snarling sound coming
from a short but steep embankment above the road and off to my right side. The sound
was repeated every ten to twelve seconds and reminded me of the sound that a man
might make just prior to vomiting.
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The distance was about 70 to 75 feet. I could see something large and furry or hairy
standing at the edge of the tree line. For the first time in many trips into isolated areas
alone, I was armed. I stayed put, watching and listening for maybe 10 to 12 minutes.

I realized that it could have had me if it had wanted to. That was the key for me
and always will be. Whatever it was, it was trying to intimidate me, not injure me.

I left the gun holstered and began to walk by it up the road toward my claim. I
was very frightened, but I was not going to let it scare me off. It must have known me
from prior trips into the area.

It was about 6'5" maybe 6'7". I’m 6'2" and I spent a long time trying to judge its
height. I had never seen a bear or its sign in the area. This thing had no snout or con-
ical ears. It was quite stout. I couldn’t guess its weight, but it was substantial.

I worked the adit [entrance to an underground mine] of my prospect hole for
about 20 minutes when I decided to return downhill to see if this creature was still
around. I was getting hit with wet snow from the trees around me, and I knew my wife
must be getting tired of waiting for me.

I had an old Kodak camera in my pack, but no film—and this is a big regret. As
I approached the hillside, I could see it. The creature had moved about twenty-five
yards along the bank closer to me and again began its guttural sounds. I watched this
thing for at least twenty minutes that day. After returning to the car, I mentioned to
Peggy that I thought I had seen a sick bear, only that it did not look like a bear or
sound like a bear. I dismissed the experience from my mind. In late March of the fol-
lowing winter (1998), I stopped by and again walked the road. The snow had melted
down to where the road was passable on foot.

I was amazed at what I saw. There were tracks in the snow made where no man
could have any local logical reason to go. Some of these tracks were fairly old. But, they
were all very large. Whatever it was, it appeared to follow a regular route, preferring to
stay off the road. It also would come part way down one embankment and watch cars
on the highway from behind a bush. I’m guessing that the night lights would attract it.

I began leaving celery and carrots, but I had no takers. I set up a camcorder to
film the area around me while working the claim. No luck here either. I switched to
apples, and I discovered that they love apples, especially the reds. I began to lose inter-
est in the claim but I would leave apples in five selected places.

In July of 1999, while I was in the adit doing some clean up work, I heard the
car door slam down below. Later, after arriving back home, I asked Peggy what had
caused her to leave the car. She responded that she heard me call her by name.

I felt a chill, for I rarely call her by name. We discussed this issue at length. I still
go numb whenever I think about it. In late March of 2000, I stopped by on my way to
Tacoma. I had to get to my claim on snow shoes. The sun was out and the snow was
very deep. I was several hundred yards below my claim near the basalt dike and a steep
hill when I noticed very fresh tracks going from the stream across the road and up the
steep hillside.

I could clearly see the toe imprints in the fresh snow, then the knee strike, and
then another foot imprint. I was amazed that this thing could run in deep snow unaid-
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ed. I tried to run up after it. I fell down and rolled into the ditch. I thought that I was
going to drown in snow before I got back on my feet. It must have been only minutes
in front of me.

Later that year in August, Peggy and I stopped by coming back from Leaven-
worth in the evening. It was about 7:00 P.M. We parked below the claim and exited
the car. I had the camcorder in hand.

We could hear a holler or a high-pitched yell coming from down below us near
the stream. It repeated roughly every ten seconds. We listened for quite some time, not
knowing what to do.

I finally yelled a hello in its direction, and it fell silent. I climbed
the hill to the adit. After a few minutes, I heard something stomp
through the brush down below on the other side of the road. It came
toward me, but it completely managed to escape me.

I did not even think to turn the camcorder on to record the
sound. Over time, this thing has left me a sandstone block at one of
my apple placement sites, and several handfuls of wood chips at
another. The chunk of sandstone also gets moved around. I move it
back, and it gets moved, again. We moved to Montana in January of
2002 to take a job managing a County. I really missed being able to
visit the claim. I let it lapse—even though I got into the area and left
apples once or twice a year. It was a twenty-hour round trip by car
from where we lived near Kalispell, Montana, and we moved back to
Washington in 2007.

I last made visual contact with the creature in October of 2008
when I attempted to sneak up on it while it was slapping a tree with
a rock on the far side of the stream below my claim. In November of

2008 I visited my caved-in adit and again left apples for it. Downhill a few hundred
yards where Peggy had parked the car, we began to hear a very strange noise. I’ve never
heard anything like it. It also moved on the bank across and above the stream. It
 wasn’t an elk, bear, deer, cat, rodent, or bird. We listened and watched for 15 to 20
minutes, and I frankly am not certain what it was. It was fast and curious, almost
brazen. Over the nearly 20 years of our bizarre interaction, I have developed a few
observations and opinions:

1. My wife thinks that it knows me and communicates because I feed it. I’ve left
enough apples to claim it as a dependent.

2. They cannot walk quietly through the brush. It sounds more like an elephant.

3. It is territorial and works a regular route. The developments west of Cle Elum
terrify me. Loss of habitat and more people wandering the woods does not
bode well for them.

4. It picks me up at a considerable distance. Approaching the creature while
concentrating on only positive thoughts is important. Leave your worries
behind.

5. Pay attention, but don’t think too much about your quarry.

I could clearly see
the toe imprints in
the fresh snow, then
the knee strike, and
then another foot
imprint. I was
amazed that this
thing could run in
deep snow unaided.
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6. It is very quick and basically nocturnal. It knows when there is a camera
mounted close by day or night.

7. I also think that it knew my car.

8. Sometimes I get the impression that I may be dealing with a phantom.

9. It has cognitive abilities that we only dream about. If it can call my wife, hav-
ing not heard her called by name, then we are moved one step lower on the
intelligence ladder.

Don Avery met a man in Walla Walla in the 1990s who did not believe in these
creatures. He was from Houston and had recently arrived in the Northwest. “One day
in the fall of 1993 he was parked on a dirt road up in the Blue Mountains when two
of these creatures walked across the road in front of his pickup truck,” Don said. “The
Texan became an obsessed fanatic. He turned his home into a Sasquatch research cen-
ter. He possessed some very interesting cast footprints, completely showing tendons.
The prints were very large, larger than mine.”

On another occasion, Don Avery received an email from a miner who lived
about one and a half miles east of him. “He was totally intimidated by a large hairy
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Loren Coleman studies at the Cryptozoological Museum in Portland, Maine (photo by International
Cryptozoology Museum/Loren Coleman/Jessica Meuse).
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thing that he saw on his claim,” Don said. “This man was very frightened. I would be
surprised if he ever went back.”

Micah Hanks, author of Magic, Mysticism, and the Molecule (2010), remarked in
a recent email to me that “Mankind’s fascination with creatures that bridge the gap
between humans and beasts has persisted for as long as we’ve been able to differenti-
ate ourselves from what we label ‘the animal kingdom.’”

“Still,” Micah continued, “perhaps some of the most frightening creatures of this sort
may not be natural at all, as rumors of experiments intended to create human-ape hybrids
do exist outside the realm of fiction. The most famous (or infamous) reports of deliberate
induced pregnancies with the intention of creating hybrids of this sort concerns the Sovi-
et biologist Ilya Ivanovich Ivanov and his experiments with interspecific hybridization of
animals beginning around 1926. Russian dictator Joseph Stalin reportedly told Ivanov that
he wanted ‘a new invincible human being, insensitive to pain, resistant and indifferent
about the quality of food they eat.’ The fact that such experiments have been hinted at,
often conducted under the veil of secrecy, has led some to believe that reports of Bigfoot-
like creatures may have a darker, more terrifying scientific background.”

Two Ghost Hunters Meet Very Physical “Spooks”

More or less on a whim, I asked my good friends Dave and Sharon Oester, who
started the International Ghost Hunters Society in 1996, if they had ever

encountered any Bigfoot among the spirits, whose voices they record during their ses-
sions with EVP (Electronic Voice Phenomena). I was quite surprised to learn that they
had had three experiences with the Giant of the Forests. Two of the encounters we
shall present herewith; the third, a bit later.

Dave and Sharon are the authors of 23 books, their most recent, Ghosts of Get-
tysburg: Walking on Hallowed Ground describes 50 of the most haunted sites on the
famous Civil War battlefield. (The Oesters’ website is www.ghostweb.com. Their
email address is ghostweb@ghostweb.com.) Dave and Sharon travel full time in their
RV coach as they investigate the most haunted places in America. I guess I shouldn’t
have been too astonished to learn that they had also encountered Bigfoot.

Shining Yellow Eyes in the Old Cascade Tunnel

The first experience, Dave said, happened at the Lost City of Wellington, Wash-
ington where they were going to hold a ghost conference investigation.

According to Dave:
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Wellington was the site of a tragic train accident that occurred 100 years before
on March 1, 1910, when an avalanche buried a passenger train and destroyed

the railroad town. For unknown reasons the train foolishly moved out of the protec-
tive snow shelter and was buried under tons of heavy snow. A total of 96 people had
their lives snuffed out from this killer avalanche.

A week before our scheduled ghost conference at Skykomish, Washington, we
decided to check out the old Cascade Tunnel that is located just below Stevens Pass
in the rugged Cascade Mountains. This is a high wilderness area and far removed from
communities. We drove up to Stevens Pass and descended down the dirt road to the
entrance of the old Cascade Tunnel. This 2.6-mile-long tunnel was abandoned in
1929 when a new tunnel was dug through the Cascade Mountains. We wanted to take
some pictures for our website in preparation for the Ghost Conference.

It was a slow drive down as we had a Honda Accord that has a low ground clear-
ance. We stopped by the edge of the tunnels and Sharon stayed in the car while I
climbed down the bank to the entrance to the tunnel where I started snapping pho-
tos. A small stream ran out of the tunnel so I had to be careful to step on rocks to get
inside the tunnel entrance, as I did not want to get my feet wet. I wanted to take some
flash photos inside the tunnel so I walked until the light from the entrance was dim.

I had only gone about forty feet inside the tunnel when I noticed two glowing
yellow eyes in the far end of the tunnel. I thought this must be an animal and contin-
ued snapping pictures when suddenly I noticed the glowing yellow eyes move back and
forth as if the animal or creature was slowly moving toward me.

I realized that the eyes were glowing yellow and no natural animal eyes glowed
like that. I then realized that the level of the glowing yellow eyes was over two-thirds
the distance the top of the tunnel. This creature stood about nine feet tall relative to
the height of the tunnel.

I immediately felt a strong desire to retreat to the safety of our car. I raced back
to the entrance and up the hill to the car. I quickly got into the Honda and rolled up
the windows. How silly of me to think glass would stop whatever was coming out of
that tunnel.

As I sat in the car collecting my thoughts, I heard a loud heavy sound that
sounded like something heavy hitting the ground at the front entrance to the tunnel.
It sent chills up our spines and I realized that the rolled-up windows were no protec-
tion from this creature.

I had fears of the Honda not starting or of stalling. Too many horror films raced
through my mind. I started the Honda and quickly retraced our route back to the main
dirt road.

The next day we departed for home, stopped at Mt. Index, and chatted with a
lady who reported someone had seen a Bigfoot a few weeks ago. I asked where, and her
response was that it was near the Lost City of Wellington!

A week later, we held our Ghost Conference, and on Friday afternoon, many
members had arrived and were standing around outside the Skykomish Hotel. We got
into conversation about the activities for the weekend conference. When they heard

REAL MONSTERS, GRUESOME CRITTERS, AND BEASTS FROM THE DARKSIDE [29]

Bigfoot—North America’s King Kong

Real Monsters  7/17/10  2:14 PM  Page 29



REAL MONSTERS, GRUESOME CRITTERS, AND BEASTS FROM THE DARKSIDE[30]

Bigfoot—North America’s King Kong

about the strange yellow eyes, six of the men want-
ed to see the place immediately.

We drove up to the old Cascade Tunnel site
and parked near the same spot we had parked a week
earlier. The six men climbed down the bank, waded
across the small stream, and entered the mouth of
the tunnel. Sharon stayed with the women who pre-
ferred not to hike down to the tunnel. I took along
my night vision scope to see farther into the dark-
ness of the tunnel.

We all walked into the tunnel about 40 feet and
stopped. I looked through the night vision scope and
again saw two yellow eyes staring back at me. I com-
mented on seeing two yellow eyes, and everyone
wanted to look through the night vision scope to see
those eyes, so I passed the night vision scope to the
first man who in turn looked through the scope and
then passed it to the next man. Each of the men saw
the same thing, yellow eyes that were moving slowly
toward them. It did not take much for their courage to
evaporate; suddenly the six brave men decided it was
time to vacate the tunnel quickly.

We all ran back out of the tunnel and quickly
climbed the bank and, jumping into our respective
vehicles, drove madly for the open highway located
about half a mile from the mouth of the tunnel. Yel-
low Eyes was real, and as far as we were concerned,
the tunnel was his home and we would respect it.

The next day we conducted our investigation outside the tunnel and Yellow
Eyes apparently respected our decision, as he never showed up to greet us. Today, the
old Cascade Tunnel has collapsed and is now closed to the public.

Unseen Creatures Attacked with Rocks and Boulders

The Oesters’ second experience with such a monster occurred appropriately at
Bigfoot Canyon in Northern Utah and is told by Sharon:

Dave and I have always been interested in paranormal phenomenon, but this expe-
rience took place in 1990, long before we involved ourselves in ghost research.

We had heard stories of Bigfoot, but we never dreamed our path would lead us into a

Do the appearances of the man-like beasts in our
wilderness provoke our awareness that there are
creatures—essentially human in appearance—that
have survived for thousands of years and remain as
our hidden cousins, or even our ancestors (art by
Ricardo Pustanio)?
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remote canyon where we would experience Bigfoot firsthand. Although it has been
eighteen years since this incident took place, it remains clear in our minds.

We had done some research into historic sites in Utah, where we were living at
the time. We discovered that not far from where we were living in northern Utah
there was a site where many stagecoaches had fallen into a steep canyon. It seemed
according to records that the trail led dangerously close to a steep canyon, and if the
driver was unaware of the location of the deep crevice in the ground, chances were
good the coaches would end up at the bottom between the steep rock walls. Many
coaches ended up at the bottom shattered, and many people perished. Rumor had it
that gold coins and valuable items had never been recovered.

We decided to ask two of our friends to join us in a day of hiking to see what the
canyon was all about. It was a blustery day with the wind howling, and remnants of
past snow storms remained in nooks and crannies in the mountains.

Dave and I met our friends, Dave and Diane, at a café not far from our destina-
tion. The aroma of homemade cinnamon rolls and fresh brewed coffee filled the air.
The sun was just rising over the mountains, and we looked forward to a day of hiking
and exploring even though the weather was cold and stormy. The weather forecast
promised sunny skies so we decided to proceed with our plans and headed farther into
the mountains to find the mouth of the canyon.

We found the turn, parked our vehicles under old growth trees, grabbed bottled
water, and started off on our adventure. We could hear water gurgling over the rocks
in a stream nearby. The stream seemed to flow down the length of the canyon, but at
that time most of the streambed was solid ice. The trees towered around us, and rocks
formed solid walls that formed around the mouth of the canyon. It didn’t look like
much at first glance, in fact it didn’t appear to be a canyon of any length or depth.
Looks can be deceiving as we were soon to find out.

We walked side-by-side for a short time, but soon found we had to walk single
file as the trail angled around rock outcroppings, rising and falling, narrow enough for
only one person at a time. Mostly we walked in silence, listening to the sounds and
stillness around us. There were birds here and there chirping in the treetops and a
squirrel here and there but little else outside of the distant sound of the gurgling
stream. There was no cold wind blowing; we had left that behind.

When the trail dipped down along the frozen stream and widened enough so we
could rest and talk, we stopped and sat on boulders along the trail. It was cold and
beautiful, and we felt as if we were a world away from civilization. We were four friends
enjoying the beauty of nature, exploring an area of Utah history. It was exhilarating.

Though we had heard the sounds of birds chirping and water flowing as we
walked along the trail, we realized that as we sat catching our breath, there wasn’t a
sound. The deeper into the canyon we’d hiked, the less the snow had melted under
the cover of the trees. The canyon was heavily wooded; trees lined the top of the rock
walls, which seemed to insulate the canyon from outside sounds.

We decided to go on, deeper into the canyon though we had been walking for
quite some time. We were all curious as to how far the canyon went into the moun-
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tain and what we might see along the way. We had
to walk slowly as the trail was steep and slippery in
places where ice had formed. As we looked around
and at each other we realized we all felt a bit
uncomfortable though no one wanted openly to
admit it.

When we finally did speak, we all agreed it
was getting very eerie, and we all felt as though we
were being watched even though we knew we were
totally alone. We reasoned that maybe because all
outside sound was blocked out and because we felt
isolated from other people we felt the discomfort.
No one really knew where we were if something
were to happen.

Dave found a solid footprint in the partially
melted snow, about eighteen inches long. There
were signs of what could have been more prints, but
little was left and only one print remained clear
enough to identify. It was not the print of a bear, but
something close to human with huge feet.

We slowed our pace to cross over some large
rocks crossing the trail; Dave discovered a bone lying
on the ground. He held it up and we all looked close-
ly at it. It was fairly long and very unusual, unlike a
human bone or that of any animals we had seen

before. We felt very uncomfortable as though we were trespassing on private property
and as we stood there, we started to look at our surroundings more closely to see if there
were more bones or a carcass from a dead animal.

Dave turned and pointed down to the canyon floor below us, and there among
the trees and snowy ground was what appeared to be a make-shift type of shelter. It
was roughly put together with tree branches and leaves and if we hadn’t looked close-
ly, it would have blended in completely with the brush and terrain.

We immediately thought that someone had built a shelter because they had got-
ten caught in a snow storm. We looked closer and found no sign of life, no fire residue,
or evidence of human presence. It was then we realized we might have found a Big-
foot lair in the middle of nowhere.

Dave had slipped the bone into his pocket as we had decided to take it with us
to see if someone could identify it. As the decision was made, the first rocks started to
fall. We thought that maybe an animal, a deer or elk was escaping from the canyon
because it heard us talking.

That was a logical conclusion since we had heard no other sounds for quite some
time. If it were a deer, climbing the canyon wall would have certainly knocked loose
rocks out of place. We couldn’t tell which direction the rocks were coming from but
gave it little thought, as we were ready to head farther up the trail.

Dave and Sharon Oester (photo courtesy Dave and
Sharon Oester).
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We started to turn to leave when the rocks
started falling closer to us. They were also more
numerous and larger than before. It seemed as
though as we started to walk, the rocks started com-
ing down harder and faster and they were getting
bigger all the time. That couldn’t have been a deer
causing that to happen, and we hoped it wasn’t the
start of some type of rock slide!

We still could not tell which direction the
rocks were coming from, only that it seemed they
were coming down all around us now. It seemed
they were not only warning us, but they were pre-
venting us from leaving. We had to have hiked two
miles up into the canyon and there was one way out.
It was slow going at best along a narrow, slippery
trail. We hoped that we didn’t have to run from
whatever was out there that remained unseen.

The rocks had turned into boulders coming
down from above us and we didn’t know what to do
about the situation.

“Dave, the bone, they want us to leave the
bone,” I said. It was the only thing that could have
created such a stir.

Dave took the bone out of his coat pocket and
placed it back where we’d found it.

Whatever had made that footprint was now
hurling boulders at us from an unseen place—and it meant business. Dave suggested
that we all focus our thoughts on our intentions, “We meant no harm and will leave
the bone where we found it.”

Maybe we could let whatever was angry with us know our intentions telepathi-
cally. There was little else we could do, and we all felt we were in danger. We also felt
there was more than one “creature” and our actions were closely scrutinized and had
been for a while. None of us had encountered anything such as this before so all we
had to go by to rectify the situation was our gut feelings.

When the bone was returned to where Dave found it, and we stepped away, the
rocks and boulders stopped completely. The canyon was silent once again, and we
made our way out of the canyon without further incident.

We discussed what happened many times, but always came to the same conclu-
sion. It had to be that we stumbled into a lair and the encounter was with Bigfoot. It
could have ended badly, but rather ended up as an experience to share. We’ll never
forget it.
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A family discovered this deer behind their house.
Its foot lodged in a tree, the animal’s head bore welt
marks as if it had been bludgeoned, and its belly had
been ripped open. How it died remains a mystery
(photo courtesy of the Pennsylvania Bigfoot Society).
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Bigfoot in the Keystone State

Eric Altman’s journey into researching the paranormal began at the young age of
10 when he watched the 1970s docudramas Legend of Boggy Creek and Crea-
ture from Black Lake, allegedly based on events that took place in the deep south
of Arkansas and Texas. The two films inspired Eric to begin 27 years of research
into the paranormal that he has undertaken with the utmost seriousness. Eric has
an interest in spirits, haunted locations, UFOs, and the paranormal in general.
However, his main interest is studying hominid creatures such as Bigfoot. Eric
currently heads the Pennsylvania Bigfoot Society, a group of dedicated researchers
who investigate encounters and sightings of Bigfoot in the “Keystone State.”
Although Eric has never had a face-to- face encounter with a hominid creature,
he hopes through persistent research and ongoing investigations either to prove or
disprove these creatures’ existence. (Eric and the Pennsylvania Bigfoot Society
can be contacted through the group website at www.pabigfootsociety.com or by
email at bigfootboy_2000@yahoo.com.) Eric also co-hosts an internet talk show
entitled “Beyond The Edge” and is the chairman for the annual East Coast Big-
foot Conference that takes place in Pennsylvania.

When I asked Eric for a case currently under investigation, he told an interest-
ing story involving a family and the discovery of a dead deer that appeared to be
the victim of a Bigfoot. According to Eric:

In the small town of Wysox, Pennsylvania, a family was visited by some unusual but
violent being(s) on the night of July 4, 2006. The family had returned from a fam-

ily outing, and as they were walking from the car to the house, they began to hear loud
screams coming from the wooded area behind their home. What they heard not only
puzzled them, but frightened them as well.

They heard screams coming from three different locations in the large forested
area behind their home. They own several hundred acres of forest behind their home,
and somewhere, around 11:00 P.M. there were three “things” in the forest screaming.

One animal or being would scream. A few moments later, something would
respond in kind with a loud scream. Within what seemed another few moments,
another shrill answer would respond in kind with yet another scream coming from
another location in the wooded acreage.

This calling and answering occurred for over 15 minutes before the family went
into their home.

The next day, the children of the family decided to explore the woods to try to
determine what or who may have been responsible for the sounds they heard coming
from the wooded area behind the home. What they found would not only shock the
family but the researchers involved in the investigation.
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The family discovered a dead deer. The animal was found with its right front leg
wedged tightly in the “Y” of a small tree. How it got there in that position was a mystery.

But the bizarre occurrence doesn’t end there. The deer appeared to have bloody
welts on the top of its head as if it [had been] beaten by a blunt object. The deer also
was ripped apart from the midsection back. A large hole was ripped in the side and
underbelly of the deer, and its right rear leg was missing.

The method of the deer’s brutal death was accompanied by the
discovery of a large bloody rock found not far from the animal, along
with several large human shaped impressions in the ground which led
the family to speculate that a “Bigfoot” or similar type creature was
responsible for the death of the deer.

The family also found several broken trees and branches in the
area. They also found several trees ripped out of the ground with the
roots still intact.

Upon contacting our group, our researchers visited the location
about eight days afterwards to look at the deer. It was still there; no
other predators had touched it, and the evidence of the tracks and so
forth were still there.

During our investigators’ visit with the family, our researchers
heard the screams the family had heard on that first night, July 4th.
Although the person/creature responsible for the screams and the bru-
tal death of the deer was never seen or discovered, some of the cir-
cumstantial evidence leads to the possibility of a Bigfoot being the culprit. Unfortu-
nately, by the time our researchers arrived, there was no fresh evidence to collect to
be tested. The weather and elements had contaminated the tracks, deer, the tree, and
the rock.

Compelling Evidence from a Bigfoot’s Mud Bath

In his book Sasquatch: Legend Meets Science (2007), Jeff Meldrum, who works in the
Department of Biological Science at Idaho State University, states that it is not sim-

ply a matter of believing in Bigfoot, but it is using scientific evidence to prove his exis-
tence. No history is without myth. No myth is without history. Unfortunately, a large
number of his fellow faculty members are not enthusiastic about Meldrum’s quest for
Bigfoot and feel that his research is an embarrassment to the college.

Meldrum forges onward. On September 22, 2000, he was among a team of four-
teen researchers who had tracked the elusive Bigfoot for a week deep in the mountains
of the Gifford Pinchot national forest in Washington state. There, in a muddy wallow
near Mt. Adams, the team found an extraordinary piece of evidence that could end all
arguments about whether or not the mysterious creature exists. It was here that they
located an imprint in the mud of Bigfoot’s hair-covered lower body as it lay on its side,
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apparently reaching over to get some fruit. Thermal imaging equipment confirmed
that the impression made by the massive body was only a few hours old.

The team of Bigfoot hunters who discovered the imprint—Dr. LeRoy Fish, a
retired wildlife ecologist with a doctorate in zoology; Derek Randles, a landscape
architect; and Richard Noll, a tooling metrologist—next made a plaster cast of what
appeared to be impressions of the creature’s left forearm, hip, thigh, and heel. More
than 200 pounds of plaster were needed to acquire a complete 3.5 � 5 foot cast of the
imprint. Dr. Meldrum stated that the imprint had definitely not been made by a
human who had improbably crawled into the mud wallow.

On October 23, Idaho State University issued a press release stating that a
team of investigators, including Dr. Meldrum; Dr. Grover Krantz, retired physical
anthropologist from Washington State University; Dr. John Bindernagel, Canadian
wildlife biologist; John Green, retired Canadian author and long-time Bigfoot
hunter; and Dr. Ron Brown, exotic animal handler and health care administrator,
had examined the plaster cast obtained from the mud wallow and agreed that it
could not be “attributed to any commonly known Northwest animal and may pres-
ent an unknown primate.”

According to the university press release, after the cast had been cleaned,
“extensive impressions of hair on the buttock and thigh surfaces and a fringe of longer
hair along the forearm were evident.” In addition, Dr. Meldrum, associate professor of
anatomy and anthropology, identified what appeared to be “skin ridge patterns on the
heel, comparable to fingerprints, that are characteristic of primates.”

While the cast may not prove without question the existence of a species of
North American ape, Dr. Meldrum speculated that it “constitutes significant and com-
pelling new evidence that will hopefully stimulate further serious research and investi-
gation into the presence of these primates in the Northwest mountains and elsewhere.”

A Scientist’s Quest to Find the Elusive Bigfoot!

My long-time friend and associate Dr. Franklin Ruehl told me that among the most
impressive pieces of recent evidence for Bigfoot that he had examined is a three-

minute videotape shot on Saturday morning, April 16, 2005, just after dawn, by Bobby
Clarke, a bargeman on the Nelson River in northern Manitoba in the Cree Indian
community of Norway House. He sighted and videotaped what he described as “a big
black figure” on the opposite side of the riverbank approximately 750 feet away.

Dr. Ruehl was willing to dismiss the possibility of a hoax because Clarke waited
several days before going public with his film, wanting to avoid publicity. On May 4,
2005, Dr. Ruehl analyzed the video for the TV program, A Current Affair. While the
image was blurred to a certain degree, Dr. Ruehl endorsed it as having a high coeffi-
cient of credibility. Indeed, if it had been too perfect, one would wonder if it might
have been choreographed with someone in a costume.
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The very next morning after he had analyzed
the film, Dr. Ruehl received a phone call from the
show’s producer, Burt Kearns, inviting him fly up to
Canada to personally investigate the case.

According to Dr. Franklin Ruehl:

At first, I demurred as I am a stereotypical
wimp, not a wilderness hunter! But, at break-
fast, my mother encouraged me to give it a go.

Early the next morning, I found myself on
a plane headed for Manitoba, along with seg-
ment producer Brett Hudson and chainsaw
artist Cherie Currie (who was going to carve
an image of the creature out of local wood).
On the final leg of the flight, as we journeyed
from Winnipeg to Norway House, I was most
impressed with the dense forestation on all
sides, the left, the right, the north, east,
south, and west … you could easily have had
100 such creatures concealed within.

Soon after arriving, we met with Clarke,
who impressed me with both his sincerity
and knowledge of the region. Then, accom-
panied by two Cree guides, we made our first
excursion into the brush in the area where
the video was shot. I was struck with the
awareness of just how difficult it would be to
track and chase one of these creatures down.
We were truly in Bigfoot country!

Every step of the way, our path was encumbered with mud holes,
bramble bushes with thorns, and branches of all sizes. My immediate con-
clusion was that it would be very dangerous, very difficult, to pursue a
creature if he indeed does exist there, a creature which knows its way
around and may have evolved heavy foot and lower-leg padding to easi-
ly navigate through such terrain.

While our team did not find Bigfoot, we did uncover a significant
amount of secondary evidence. For instance, in what may have been a
Bigfoot feasting field, we found bird bones that had their feathers
peeled off before being eaten, something a bear or other predator, for
example, would not do—but perhaps an intelligent primate, such as a
Bigfoot, might take the time to more carefully prepare its food.

The locals continued to bring us sophisticated digital photos of pos-
sible Bigfoot footprints. Indeed, one contingent even delivered a large
box of dirt with the footprint embedded within.
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Dr. Franklin R. Ruehl is a physicist, anomalist,
ufologist, author, lecturer, and television host and
producer (photo by International Cryptozoology
Museum/Loren Coleman/Jessica Meuse).
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Moreover, as word spread that we were investigating Bigfoot, I was
being inundated by calls from other areas of Manitoba about sightings
and footprints. One woman with whom I spoke definitely impressed me
with an account of a Bigfoot suddenly materializing near her home,
again suggesting that this was the time the entity was awakening from
hibernation.

One hair was recovered from the area and subsequently analyzed by
a technician with the Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP). His
conclusion that it was of indeterminate origin, but he kept open the
hope that it was indeed from Bigfoot.

A legitimate question raised by skeptics that needs to be addressed
is why no Bigfoot cadavers have yet been recovered.

I point out that while birds, squirrels, and other creatures are dying
all the time in the forest, we virtually never see their corpses as a vari-
ety of predators tend to feast on such remains, with microscopic scav-
engers ingurgitating whatever is left behind. And, with Bigfoot, we may
well be dealing with an intelligent entity that may carry off its dead,
hiding or even burying those remains.

In conclusion, I arrived in Norway House as a believer in Bigfoot,
and my belief has been strengthened by what we uncovered in such a
short amount of time. I submit that it is just a matter of time before we
have absolute confirmation that Bigfoot exists! No doubt about it
whatsoever!

Other researchers have pointed out that Mother Nature keeps a
clean house. The carcasses of the largest forest creatures are soon eaten
by scavengers and the bones are scattered. Zoologist Ivan T. Sanderson
suggested that if these beings are members of a subhuman race, they
may gather up their dead for burial in special caves. Others remind the
skeptical that it is not unusual for certain of the higher animals to hide
the bodies of their dead. Accounts of the legendary “elephants’ grave-
yard” are well-known; and in Ceylon, the phrase “to find a dead mon-
key” is used to indicate an impossible task.

How the Nantiinaq Closed Down
Two Alaskan Communities

On the southern-most tip of Alaska’s Kenai Peninsula there once was a thriving
little community named Port Chatham. Through the centuries, the village had

offered friendly hospitality to strangers. When Captain Nathaniel Portlock visited the
place on his 1786 Alaska expedition, he and his men were made to feel welcome.
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In the mid-1930s, strange and terrible things began to happen to the people of
Port Chatham. The Nantiinaq (“big hairy creature” in the native Sugt’sun) had
become bolder and had begun to terrorize the villagers. Sometimes they would even
come into the village and hurt people. Some witnesses swore that the Nantiinaq were
led by the spirit of a woman dressed in flowing black clothes who would materialize
out of the cliffs and summon the Nantiinaq.

A logger was killed instantly when he was struck from behind with a piece of
log-moving equipment.

A gold prospector who was working his claim disappeared one day and was never
seen again.

A sawmill owner saw a Nantiinaq on the beach, tearing up the fish traps that
had been set.

By about 1936, the people of Chatham left the village en masse.
They abandoned their houses, the school, everything, and vacated
their once peaceful town to move to Nanwalek.

In the early 1900s, the town of Portlock, named for Captain
Nathaniel Portlock, was established as a small cannery town. In 1921,
a U.S. post office was opened, and the town appeared to be prosper-
ing. The population was made up largely of natives of the region who
were mostly of Russian-Aleut heritage and who had lived in peaceful
interaction for decades.

Sometime in the early 1940s, the same kind of strange occur-
rences that drove people out of Chatman in the past began to happen
in Portlock. Men who worked at the cannery began to disappear.
Some would go hunting for Dall sheep or bear and never be seen
again.

Reports of sighting the Nantiinaq became common. So did the
reports of mutilated and dismembered human bodies floating in the
lagoon.

Hunters tracking signs of moose would suddenly find the tracks of the great ani-
mal overlaid with giant, human-like tracks over those left by the moose. Signs of a
struggle in the snow were mute testimony that a giant human had slain the huge
moose. Then the only tracks remaining were the monstrous, manlike tracks heading
back toward the fog-shrouded mountains.

As with the people of Port Chatham before them, the residents of Portlock
moved en masse, leaving their homes, the school, and the cannery. In 1950, the post
office closed.

Naomi Klouda of the Homer Tribune (October 26, 2009) interviewed Malania
Kehl, the eldest resident in Nanwalek, who was born in Port Chatham in 1934 and
who remembers how the entire village left everything behind to escape the Nantiinaq.
It was her uncle who had been killed with the piece of logging equipment. Once the
people of Port Chatham left their community, Malania said, the Nantiinaq stayed far
away from them and left them in peace.
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According to Sugt’stun culture, the Nantiinaq may once have been fully human,
but now, through some events not understood, he is a different kind of creature—half-
man, half-beast.
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According to an old story often told in England, there was a terrifying thunder-
storm that descended on Bungay on Sunday, August 4, 1577. The storm trans-
formed the day into a darkness, rain, hail, thunder, and lightning beyond all

imagining. Fearing the worst, a number of the townsfolk had gathered in St. Mary’s
Church to pray for mercy.

As the lore tells it, it was while the people knelt in fear and prayed for deliverance,
that a large black Hell Hound manifested suddenly in their midst. Without any chal-
lenge from the cowering congregation, the massive black hound charged many members
of the church with its terrible claws and large fangs. According to a verse taken from a
pamphlet published by Rev. Abraham Fleming in 1577: All down the church in midst of
fire, the hellish monster flew.… And passing onward to the quire, he many people slew.

After the Hell Hound had finished ravishing St. Mary’s Church and chewing up a
good number of its members, tradition has it that the creature next appeared in Blyth-
burgh Church. Its appetite for human flesh had merely been whetted by its attack on the
people of Bungay, for it viciously mauled and killed more churchgoers at Blythburgh.

According to the accounts of the Hell Hound’s attack at Bungay, the beast used
more than its teeth and claws to kill. Fleming testified that in some instances, the
monster wrung the necks of two churchgoers at the same time, one victim in each of
its paws as it stood upright.

At Blytheburg, the Hell Hound burst through the church doors, ran into the
nave, and then dashed up the aisle, killing a man and boy. In addition to leaving bod-
ies strewn about before it departed the church, the monster left numerous scorch
marks about the church—marks, which people swear, can still be seen to this day.

Tales of Black Hell Hounds seem to abound in the British Isles. Below, popular
author and researcher Nick Redfern recounts a number of ghostly dogs that haunt
British woods. Redfern can be contacted at his blogs: http://www.ufomystic.com and
http://monsterusa.blogspot.com.
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Phantom Hounds of the Woods
B Y N I C K R E D F E R N

In his definitive book Explore Phantom Black Dogs, English author and researcher Bob
Trubshaw wrote: “The folklore of phantom black dogs is known throughout the

British Isles. From the Black Shuck of East Anglia to the Mauthe Dhoog of the Isle of
Man there are tales of huge spectral hounds ‘darker than the night sky’ with eyes
‘glowing red as burning coals.’ The phantom black dog of British and Irish folklore,
which often forewarns of death, is part of a world-wide belief that dogs are sensitive to
spirits and the approach of death, and keep watch over the dead and dying. North
European and Scandinavian myths dating back to the Iron Age depict dogs as corpse
eaters and the guardians of the roads to hell. Medieval folklore includes a variety of
‘Devil dogs’ and spectral hounds.”

And while the image that the devil dog or phantom hound con-
jures up is that of a sinister beast prowling the villages and towns of
centuries-old England, it is a little known fact outside of students of
the phenomenon that sightings of such creatures continue to surface
to this very day.

Interestingly, one area that seems to attract more than its fair
share of such encounters is a sprawling mass of dense forest in central
England known as the Cannock Chase—a strange and eerie location
that has also been the site of numerous encounters with UFOs, Big-
foot-like entities and strangely-elusive “Big Cats.” Indeed, among the
folk of the many small villages that sit on the fringes of the Chase—
or that, in some cases, can be found deep within its wooded depths—
tales of the diabolical hounds of hell are disturbingly common.

Late one evening in early 1972, a man named Nigel Lea was
driving across the Chase when his attention was suddenly drawn to a
strange ball of glowing, blue light that slammed into the ground some
distance ahead of his vehicle, and amid a veritable torrent of bright,
fiery sparks. Needless to say, Lea quickly slowed his car down; and as

he approached the approximate area where the light had fallen, was shocked and hor-
rified to see looming before him, “the biggest bloody dog I have ever seen in my life.”

Muscular and black, with large, pointed ears and huge paws, the creature seemed
to positively ooze menace and negativity, and had a wild, staring look in its yellow-
tinged eyes. For twenty or thirty seconds, man and beast alike both faced each other,
after which time the “animal” slowly and cautiously headed for the tall trees, never
once taking its penetrating eyes off of the petrified driver. Somewhat ominously, and
around two or three weeks later, says Lea, a close friend of his was killed in an indus-
trial accident under horrific circumstances; something which Lea believes—after hav-
ing deeply studied the history of Black Dog lore—was directly connected with his
strange encounter on that tree-shrouded road back in 1972.

According to the
accounts of the
Hell Hound’s attack
at Bungay, the
beast used more
than its teeth and
claws to kill.
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In the early to mid 1980s, reports began to surface from the Cannock Chase of
something that became known as the “Ghost Dog of Brereton”—a reference to the
specific locale from where most of the sightings originated. Yet again, the dog was
described as being both large and menacing, and on at least two occasions it reported-
ly vanished into thin air after having been seen by terrified members of the public on
lonely stretches of road late at night.

In direct response to an article that appeared in the Cannock Advertiser newspa-
per during the winter of 1984–85 on the sightings of Brereton’s infamous ghost dog, a
member of the public from a local village wrote to the newspaper thus:

“On reading the article my husband and I were astonished. We recalled an inci-
dent which happened in July some four or five years ago driving home from a celebra-
tion meal at the Cedar Tree restaurant at about 11:30 P.M. We had driven up Coal Pit
Lane and were just on the bends before the approach to the Holly Bush when, from
the high hedge of trees on the right hand side of the road, the headlights picked out a
misty shape which moved across the road and into the trees opposite.”

The writer continued:

“We both saw it. It had no definite shape seeming to be a ribbon of mist about
18 inches to 2 feet in depth and perhaps 9 or 10 feet long with a definite beginning
and end. It was a clear, warm night with no mist anywhere else. We were both rather
stunned and my husband’s first words were: ‘My goodness! Did you see that?’ I remem-
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Throughout the British Isles, there are tales of huge spectral hounds “darker than the night sky” with eyes
“glowing red as burning coals.” The phantom black dog of British and Irish folklore, often forewarns of
death (art by Bill Oliver).
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ber remarking I thought it was a ghost. Until now we had no idea of the history of the
area or any possible explanation for a haunting. Of course, this occurrence may be
nothing to do with the ‘ghost dog’ or may even have a natural explanation. However,
we formed the immediate impression that what we saw was something paranormal.”

Possibly relative to the tale of the ghost dog of Brereton was the story of a man
named Ivan Vinnel. In 1934, as a twelve year old, he had a strange encounter in his
hometown of nearby Burntwood. The sun was setting and Ivan and a friend were get-
ting ready to head home after an afternoon of playing hide-and-seek. Suddenly, how-
ever, the pair was stopped dead in its tracks by the shocking sight of a ghostly “tall,
dark man,” who was “accompanied by a black dog” that had materialized out of a
“dense hedge” approximately ten yards from the boys’ position. Both man and beast
passed by in complete and utter silence before disappearing—quite literally.

Ivan later mentioned the incident to his uncle, who then proceeded to tell him that
he, too, had seen the ghostly dog on several occasions as a child. It was always in the same
location: on the old road that stretches from the village of Woodhouses to an area of
Burntwood, near the town’s hospital. As with the majority of black dog legends from all
across Britain, this particular ghostly animal would always faithfully follow the same path
and walk the same stretch of road before vanishing as mysteriously as it had first appeared.

And weird reports from the Cannock Chase of out-of-place dog-like beasts con-
tinue to surface to this very day.

It was in late June 2006 that all hell metaphorically broke loose, when reports flew
around the people of the Cannock Chase to the effect that nothing less than a fully-grown
wolf was roaming the area. Early on the morning of June 28, motorists on Junction 10A of
the M6 Motorway near Cannock jammed Highways Agency phone-lines with reports of a
“wolf-like creature” that was seen “racing between lanes at rush hour.” Motorists stared
with utter disbelief as the three-foot-long beast, described as “grayish-black,” raced
between lanes, skillfully dodging cars, before leaping for cover in nearby trees.

Highways Agency staff took the reports very seriously, but concluded that the
animal was “probably a husky dog.” However, a spokesperson for Saga Radio—the first
media outlet on the scene—said in reply to the statement of the Highways Agency:
“Everyone who saw it is convinced it was something more than a domestic dog. I know
it sounds crazy but these people think they’ve seen a wolf.”

The local newspaper, the Chase Post, always quick to report on mystery animals
seen in the vicinity of the dark woods, stated on July 6 in an article titled Great Beast
Debate on Net that: “Internet message boards are being flooded with debates on our
front-page revelation last week that a ‘wolf-like’ creature was spotted by dozens of
motorists on the M6 hard-shoulder.”

The Chase Post further noted that: “Our own website has been thrown into over-
drive by the story, which received around 2,600 hits from fans of the unexplained
across the globe in the last week alone.”

While the affair was never ultimately resolved to everyone’s satisfaction, the final
words went to the Highways Agency, who said: “We have received a number of reports
that the animal was captured. But we don’t know where, who by, or what it was.”
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Perhaps the event had indeed been due to the mistaken sighting of an escaped
Husky; however, that does not in any way come close to explaining the eerie
encounter of Jim Broadhurst and his wife that occurred while the pair was out for a
morning stroll on the Cannock Chase, only days before the events of June 28.

Broadhurst stated that he and his wife had seen at a distance of about one hun-
dred and fifty feet, what looked like a large wolf or “a giant dog” striding purposefully
through the woods. Broadhurst added that fear gripped the pair when the creature sud-
denly stopped and looked intently and menacingly in their direction. That fear was
amplified even further, however, when the beast reportedly, and incredibly, reared up
onto two powerful hind legs and backed away into the thick trees, never to be seen
again. The Broadhursts, unsurprisingly, fled those dark woods—and have not returned
since; fearful of what they believe to be some form of “monster” lurking deep within
the mysterious depths of the Cannock Chase.

Interestingly, and certainly unfortunately, in the weeks that followed their sight-
ing, the Broadhursts were cursed with a seemingly never-ending run of bad luck and
disaster that did not abate until well into September of that same year.

Whether they are the precursors to doom and tragedy; ancient and paranormal
entities that are somehow connected with the realm of the dead; or the spirits of long-
deceased animals that have returned to watch over the living, it seems that the phan-
tom black dogs of Britain’s Cannock Chase are here to stay.

The Black Dogs Have Many Names

Researcher Theo Brown has divided the phantom black dogs into three separate
categories: 1) a shape-shifting demon dog; 2) a large black dog about the size of a

calf with dark shaggy fur; 3) a dog that manifests in association with particular ancient
festivals in various parts of the country.

Unexplained Mysteries (theunexplainedmysteries.com/phantom-dogs.html) dis-
covered different names for the black dogs that bring death and disaster in different
counties. Among the fearful names are Bogey Beast, Lancashire; Black Shuck, East
Anglia; Cu Sith, Highlands (dark green in color, rather than black); Gurt Dog, Som-
erset; Hairy Jack, Lincolnshire; Mauthe Dog, Scotland; and Padfoot, Yorkshire.

The Black Shuck

It would seem after some study of the Hell Hound that its most common name is the
Black Shuck, a truly massive dog that bodes no one any good. The Vikings brought

the legends of the giant black dog to Anglia. As if the Vikings suddenly appearing on
the beach one morning with their savage war cries that firmly announced their intent
to raid one’s village were not terrible enough, the sea wolves left warnings of the Black
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Shuck behind them to keep the villagers in a state of
constant fear. This gigantic dog had glowing red or
green eyes, and anyone who saw it was doomed to
bad luck or death. “Shuck” likely comes from the
Old Norse word “scucca,” a hairy demon.

It is my own opinion that the Black Shuck is
another manifestation of Fenrir, the large and terri-
ble wolf, who is the eldest child of Loki and the
giantess Angrboda. Fenrir is so strong and so threat-
ening to the other Norse gods that they bound him
with chains, which he easily broke. Finally, moun-
tain elves created a magic chain which has managed
to keep Fenrir imprisoned. All who know of Fenrir
fear him, for on the day of Ragnarok, when the final
destiny of the Norse gods will be decided, Fenrir will
shatter the magic chain and join the giants in their
battle against the gods. The Black Shuck, then,
inspired the Vikings to become as wolves when they
attacked others and to leave behind warnings to all
people that the image of Fenrir is to be feared.

Terror and Death Brought by the
Black Dogs Seems Endless

On January 14, 1971, a large, black dog received the blame when six hogs and three
dogs were found slain, mutilated, and partially eaten at two farms a short distance

east of Waterloo, Iowa.

The tracks found at the scene of the slaughter puzzled authorities. Some experts
insisted that the prints were those of a large mountain lion that had somehow found
its way to Iowa.

Later three lawmen reported that they had sighted and trailed a large black dog
that they believed had been responsible for killing the nine farm animals, but the sav-
age animal had easily escaped the hunt. “He was an extraordinarily big dog, and pret-
ty fast, too,” said Walt Berryhill, a La Porte City police dispatcher. “We saw him jump
over fences.”

Then, just as suddenly as they had begun, the attacks of the great black dog
ceased. After a month had gone by, the black large dog with the voracious appetite
had ceased to sample any more plump Iowa livestock. Could the monster have found
its way back into the dimension from whence it had come?

Farmers in the Midwest often encounter unidentifiable footprints left by
unknown animals that have mauled their livestock—then disappeared without a
trace. The fact that so many farmers find their dogs slain with necks and backs broken

Black dogs go by many names, including Bogey
Beast, Black Shuck, and Hairy Jack (iStock).
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may be an example of the creatures’ powerful ability to defend itself, rather than a
quest for fresh meat.

The Campeche Beasts—Lafitte’s Black Hounds from Hell 

According to Leslie Danielle Ferrymen, an unidentified animal found dead in
Galveston Island on September 1, 2008, is believed to be one of the Campeche

Beasts, a pack of large black dogs that are said to date back to the time of Jean Lafitte
(c. 1776–c. 1826), the notorious pirate. Residents of the small island have been hear-
ing “chilling animal cries” since 1891, with sightings of a monstrous animal with glow-
ing red eyes that apparently mated with a Doberman and a Rottweiler before it died.

The Campeche Devil Dogs

Leslie Danielle Ferrymen is a paranormal investigator from Franklin, Ten-
nessee, who heads up The Franklin Ghost and Paranormal Investigation Team.
Ms. Ferryman is active in pursuing real urban legends and finding out what
truth lies hidden in the stories told. Her 15-member group has investigated many
haunted locations all over the United States since its founding in 2006. Her
account below originally appeared in Haunted America Tours and is reprinted
with the permission of Leslie Danielle Ferrymen.

Apack of twelve dogs from hell is said to have been born in the eye of a hurricane
during Pirate King Jean Lafitte’s time on the Island. The Voodoo Queen who

performed the ritual that spawned the dogs is said to have died as the last evil pup was
born, thus infusing her eternal black powers into the pack. The pups were cross bred
from a large Spanish or European black wolf and an evil bitch dog that Lafitte owned.

Some tell the story that the twelve black dogs were bred for hunting down
unsuspecting thieves, travelers, and interlopers. Other tales tell that the evil Pirate
King claimed the hounds have brought home to him each night multiple heads, hands,
and human penises. These bloody trophies came from the people who tried to steal his
treasure, his belongings, or his woman.

Jean Lafitte was a privateer in the Gulf of Mexico in the early 19th century. (He
often spelled his [name] Laffite.) Lafitte is believed to have been born either in
France or the French colony of Saint-Domingue. By 1805 he operated a warehouse
in New Orleans to help disperse the goods smuggled by his brother Pierre Lafitte.
After the United States government passed the Embargo Act of 1807, the Lafittes
moved their operations to an island in Barataria Bay. By 1810, their new port was
very successful.
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The Pirate King is said by some to have been involved with the powerful forces
of black magic and Voodoo-Hoodoo practices. After being run out of New Orleans
around 1817, Lafitte relocated to the island of Galveston, Texas, establishing a “king-
dom” he named “Campeche.” In Galveston, Lafitte either purchased or set his claim
to a lavishly furnished mansion used by French pirate Louis-Michel Aury, which he
named “Maison Rouge.” The building’s upper level was converted into a fortress where
a cannon commanding Galveston harbor was placed.

Around 1820, Lafitte reportedly married Madeline Regaud, possibly the widow
or daughter of a French colonist who had died during an ill-fated expedition to Galve-
ston. In 1821, the schooner USS Enterprise was sent to Galveston to remove Lafitte
from the Gulf after the captain of one of the pirates attacked an American merchant
ship. Lafitte agreed to leave the island without a fight, and in 1821 or 1822 departed
on his flagship, the Pride, burning his fortress and settlements and reportedly taking
immense amounts of treasure with him. All that remains of Maison Rouge is the foun-
dation, located at 1417 Avenue A near the Galveston wharf.

While Lafitte and his brother Pierre were engaged in running the Galveston
operation, Lafitte demanded that a voodoo queen give him an army of dogs to guard
his Island retreat. He reportedly maintained several stashes of plundered gold and
jewelry in the vast system of marshes, swamps, and bayous located around Bar-
rataria Bay. Other rumors suggest that Lafitte’s treasure sank with his ship, the
Pride, either near Galveston or in the Gulf of Mexico during an 1826 hurricane. It
is most commonly said that Lafitte buried his treasure on Galveston Island, and in
each location a large black devil dog from his pack of 500 dogs is said to guard it.
When Lafitte left the island he left only twelve of the largest and meanest of his
supernatural black dogs.

The dogs are said to possess supernatural powers that defy explanation. If you are
on Galveston Island, be aware of the shadows day and night, for you might be followed
by the dogs of Campeche where ever you go.

The dogs are more [than] able to become just shadows and are said to track any-
one who might have strange or covert intentions. Many locals will tell you they will
closely follow any stranger[s] on the Island until they leave.

The black dogs are known to breathe heavily on the necks of those who have
no good on their minds. One recent tale tells of a tourist who said that she was chased
back to her hotel by a large black beast.

Lafitte’s Black Hell Hound Devil Dogs are also said to haunt New Orleans,
Barataria, and anywhere Lafitte set foot in his lifetime. Some say the shadows of these
dogs can be seen in the waves that crash ashore along the Gulf of Mexico.

Black Dogs Are No Respecter of Persons

Seemingly, Black Dogs as portents of evil can manifest anywhere. In 1990, Sherry
and I were speaking with the actor Clint Walker about his near-death experience
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during a skiing accident in 1973. Walker was a large man, standing six-foot-six, a
strapping leading-man who played the strong, silent hero in such motion pictures as
The Dirty Dozen (1967), The White Buffalo (1977), Yellowstone Kelly (1959), and Night
of the Grizzly (1966). Clint was probably best known as “Cheyenne Bodie” in the pop-
ular Cheyenne series that ran for eight years on ABC television network.

Walker was just learning how to ski when he fell on the sharp end of a ski pole
with such force that the sharp tip pierced his breastbone and moved through his heart.
Soon Clint’s true self was not merely floating above is body, he was rising outward into
the universe. He saw that time was an illusion and that the body was just a vehicle, a
garment that we put on for a while. The soul, however, could not be destroyed.

Two doctors had pronounced Clint dead before a third physician who just hap-
pened to be passing through the room, taking a shortcut to somewhere else, believed
that he saw a flicker of life in the body lying on the gurney. Clint remembered going
down a long tunnel while the doctor worked on his heart, and he recalled his recov-
ery being pronounced a medical miracle.

When he left the hospital, Clint Walker realized that with discipline he could
learn to master his thoughts and move closer to the image of true love. He knew that
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There is no love in a Black Dog’s eyes for the human race (iStock).
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he had his own inner guidance, but that there would be times of testing—and some-
times the power of good could attract the counterbalance of evil.

Five years later, Clint was told that he must have surgery to remove excessive
scar tissue that had grown up around the old ski pole wound. Once again, he said, he
traveled down the long tunnel with the misty faces and the mumble of voices. Once
again, he asked God to allow him to live.

Walker never stayed in a hospital any longer than he had to, so he was home
convalescing within a few days. By his second day at home, he was out walking in his
yard. By the third day, he was walking down the road toward his mailbox, weak but
glad to be alive.

The rugged actor lived at that time in a remote canyon off Mulholland Drive,
and he was walking on a dirt road when he saw a large black dog some fifteen feet
away. Feeling full of good cheer, he said hello to the dog.

“The dog stared at me in this very eerie manner, and then, suddenly, there were
three other dogs with him,” Clint recalled. “I knew that they were about to come for
me. I scooped up a rock in each hand, being careful not to rip open my stitches from
surgery, and I was barely standing upright again when they were on me.”

Fighting against his own weakness from the surgery, Walker managed to kick
one of the dogs under its chin and send it sprawling. He pelted another with a rock.
With angry growls and yelps, the vicious, growling dogs beat a retreat.

He was about three-quarters of a mile from his home, facing a walk up a long,
curving driveway. “That’s when my inner voice said loud and clear: ‘Get a club.
They’re waiting for you!’” Clint found a thick branch and began to walk in anticipa-
tion of attack.

“Sure enough, when I went around a curve, they were waiting for me in the road.
They were strange-looking dogs, like dogs I had never seen before.”

The brandishing of the club and a few well-aimed rocks sent the mysterious
black dogs back to whatever dark den had produced them. Once he was safe again in
his house, Walker felt the unpleasant memory rush of a nightmare that he had expe-
rienced the night before.

“It was a nightmare that wasn’t a nightmare,” he said. “It was a dream, I know,
but it was also very real. A devilish face was grinning at me, and I knew the only way
to whip it was with willpower, so I said, ‘I reject you in the name of Jesus Christ.’ I
repeated that rejection and kept my will strong against it. There are evil forces, you
know,” Clint Walker said. “I have learned that this is so, and we must stay strong
against them and not give them power over us.”
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Every culture has its “Bogeyman,” a fearsome creature that will come to get all
little children who misbehave—or especially, won’t fall right to sleep at night.
Consequently, a great majority of children in the English speaking world are

kept awake at night, fearing the Bogeyman is in their closet or under their bed.

Perhaps parents would be a bit more circumspect about using the threat of the
Bogeyman if they truly understood the origin of the term. In the old folklore and leg-
ends, the Bogey was a shape-shifting demon that dwelt in the bogs. From time to time,
he made his way into the rural homes and villages and was only too pleased to capture
the souls of children.

The Native Americans are also well aware of the Bogey. However, they seem to
be more protective of their children. Rather than setting the monster on their wee
ones, they have devised special masks and dances to frighten the Bogey away from the
village children.

Who’s Afraid of the Big Bad Bogey Man?

Peter told me that when he was a kid, eight or nine-years old, he was playing hide
and seek with his cousins in their parents’ house. It was daylight, he emphasized.
He was wide-awake and not dreaming. 

Then, in Peter’s own words:

Islipped upstairs, thinking that maybe my younger cousins wouldn’t think to look for
me on the second floor. I slid under the bed that was in the single room that occu-

pied the guest room. Great! This was a fantastic hiding place!
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A few minutes later, I heard someone mount the stairs. I held my breath and lis-
tened. It wasn’t one of my cousins. The stairs creaked as if whoever was climbing them
had some weight to him or her. This had to be an adult. Great, I assumed, I’d get in
trouble now.

I followed the creaking sound as it grew louder. I couldn’t really see the stairs
from where I was.

Lying quietly, I watched from my hiding place as two legs strode from the area of
the stairs. They were clad in grey dress pants … but the feet were bare and c1awed …
big, black claws … and covered with grey hair.

I think I forgot to breathe at that point. I heard a loud “sniffing” noise. I’m not
sure where I got the courage to crane my neck and look up, but I did. And when I did,
I saw what was very likely, the most unusual sight of my life—even until this day.

It wore a shirt and a bow tie, and its hands were hairy and clawed, just like its
feet. And it had a wolf’s head! Swear to God. This thing, whatever it was, seemed to

After one of Brad Steiger’s international broadcasts on “The Bogey Man in the Closet at Night,” Eugenio, an
artist from South America, sent Brad this imaginative drawing.
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be the living, physical embodiment of “The Big Bad Wolf” from fairy tales. It stood,
looming over the bed, and sniffed.

I bit my tongue, because I sure as heck knew what would happen if I screamed. I
closed my eyes, tighter than I’d probably ever closed them before, and I prayed silently.

And when I opened them again, it was gone. I didn’t leave my hiding place for
a long, long time. And when I finally did, I told no one about this, as I knew no one
would believe me. So, here it is for the first time … I’m telling you.

I told Peter that he had shared a really great story. Off the top of my head, I had
two thoughts for him to consider:

1. The entity probed your young mind and pulled out the image of the Big Bad
Wolf from your knowledge of fairy tales and animated cartoons.

2. The entity, being of a horribly negative nature, may manifest in our dimen-
sion in a grotesque appearance. In this case, it manifested as a werewolf, a
man wolf, yet with an offbeat touch—the bow tie.

Peter thanked me for my quick reply, and replied that he had given this incident
a lot of thought over the years and he realized that there were some odd points:

1. It was an isolated incident (I didn’t spend my childhood seeing The Big Bad
Wolf or any other fairy tale denizens, for that matter).

2. The entity certainly wasn’t what I pictured as a “werewolf” at that point in
time. Aside from the clothing, this was like something out of the movie The
Howling which wouldn’t be around for another decade or more. I’d guess my
mental image of “werewolf” would have been of the Lon Chaney variety at
that time in my life. So, whatever it was, it either simply looked like it real-
ly appeared to me, smashing bow-tie and all (yes, the bow-tie bothers me a
tad, a bizarre little detail to say the least). Or, as you suggest, the creature
pulled a “Big Bad Wolf” image from my own psyche.

3. If, in fact, it did pull information from my subconscious, that would indicate
that it knew I was in the room. If it knew I was in the room, why did it act as
if it didn’t? My take on this is it was simply, literally trying to scare the hell
out of me. It did its job well, but I’m not certain I understand the reasoning
behind this, unless it was feeding off of the fear I was projecting or some such
pseudo-scientific babble.

4. I have also greatly pondered the creaking of the stairs and what seemed to be
the entity physically coming into the room. Again, as a supernatural entity,
it didn’t need to do this, unless, of course, it was building up my inner fear to,
essentially, “milk all it could” from me. I don’t, for a second, assume this was
something physical, even though it behaved as such.

5. What the heck was it doing in my cousins’ house? It’s not something that, as
children, was discussed among us, it was simply “there,” in broad daylight,
pretty darned bold for something akin to this thing, wouldn’t you say? And
no one ever mentioned seeing anything like it later. Is it possible it was “just
passing through”? (Of course, I never talked about it to anyone else, so I prob-
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ably shouldn’t assume anyone else would have told me if they’d had similar
experiences.)

6. It went away when I prayed. I believe my prayer was something very much
like, “God, please make it go away.…” I don’t know if this is a significant
point or not. Maybe it’d already done it’s duty and simply left when I had my
eyes closed, not being affected by the “praying” that my eight-year-old brain
could muster at all. But, at that point, I put a real significance on the fact that
it was gone after I prayed.

Okay, here’s what I’ve come up with. Could this have literally been a “Boogie Man”?

I’ve considered this for years, what if this is what children fear when they’re in
the dark or alone in an unfamiliar place. Maybe I’m getting a little too Stephen King-
ish, but I’ve often wondered if what I saw wasn’t some sort of entity who’s assigned
“job” was to frighten small humans. Aside from the “daylight” element of the
encounter, it had all the earmarks of a classic bedroom night-visitor.

He Awakened to See a Monstrous Little Bogey Man

Don had a lot of incidents with the Bogey Man in which he would wake up with
the blanket pulled over his head and having the sensation of something sitting on
his stomach and punching him in the ribs. 

But the incident that chills him to this day is that awful night when he was sleep-
ing on his side and awakened to see a monstrous little Bogey Man crouching
beside his bed. 

According to Don:

“It was small and thin and it had wings. The skin looked black and gray, spotted
with small shiny spots that looked like mica. I could see the veins in its head and

hand. It had cat-like ears. I screamed and swung at the being.”

And now comes the bizarre Warner Brothers cartoon aspect of the visitation,
similar to Peter’s. After Don’s father entered the bedroom, turned on the lights, and
comforted his son, he left the lights on in the room to keep the Bogey Man away. A
few minutes later, Don’s stepmother came into his room to check on him. When she
left the bedroom, however, she turned out the lights.

“Instantly, a large cartoon-like figure appeared behind her as she closed the door.
I am not pulling your leg! It was a typical cartoon of Satan with bright red skin, com-
plete with pitchfork, standing in polka dot underwear. I screamed; my stepmother
screamed; and both of my parents came in my bedroom once again to comfort me.

“My impression after all these years is that the winged creature was real, and the
fearsome cartoon-like figure was an hallucination created by the being. The thing that
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bothers me is that I had no previous reference as far as the being was concerned, and
it seems difficult to fathom how my mind could have created it as an hallucination.”

Martha Learned Not to
Put Her Hand Under Another’s Bed

M artha was another who learned as a child that hiding “under the bed” might not
be the safest place to hide while playing hide and seek:

I was at my friend’s house for a party, and we were in her basement just having
a good time. Then, my friend decided we should all play a game of “hide and seek” in
the pitch-black darkness.

I had no objection; in fact, I had fun doing these types of things. So then we shut
all the lights off and began. I was picked to be “it.” I could hear all my friends scurry off
into various nooks while I fumbled around after the muffled noises. I searched for a long
time. I had looked everywhere—except for one room … an especially dark room. It was
my last resort. My friends had to be there.

I started to walk down the hallway, feeling
against the walls. I entered the doorway, and I had
this amazingly bad feeling in my stomach. I felt like
going into the room would just be horrible, but as
uncertain as I was feeling, I did it anyway.

I walked in and discovered that this room was a
spare bedroom. I knew there was a bed, and I assumed
my friends were underneath it and ready to freak me
out. So I thought, “Better just get it over with.…”

I reached under the bed and began to feel
around a bit. That’s when it happened. This enor-
mous spark occurred under the bed. I could see its
brightness. And it was loud, too. The shock vibrat-
ed through my whole body.

I immediately began to pull back my hand,
but it was stopped. Something grabbed my arm! It
started to pull me under the bed. Luckily, I was able
to retrieve control of my arm and ran from the
room. I screamed for my friends and they popped
out and turned on the lights.

And they did NOT come from the room. They
came from the totally other side of the basement,
and there was no way they could have sneaked past
me. We went back to the room, flipped the lights on
and checked under the bed. NOTHING.
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Martha immediately began to pull back her hand, but
it was stopped. Something grabbed her arm! It started
to pull her under the bed (art by Ricardo Pustanio).
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The Awful Man in His Bedroom
Has Never Left Him Alone

Kevin M. is a single man who lives alone and who has been unable to form any
lasting relationships or to hold down any jobs for more than a few months. He is
not ashamed of the way things are in his life, for he feels the circumstances that
he finds himself in are not of his making and he feels no guilt for the person he is. 

His problems began when he was a child and a man began to appear in his bed-
room at night. 

As Kevin tells his story:

M y parents entered the room when I would scream that there was a man in my
room. I remember feeling puzzled as to why this man was there and could not be

seen by my parents. This man frightened me, and I would often cry out due to fear.

On one occasion, I remember this man coming over to my bed and peering
down at me. We both made eye contact, and it slowly dawned on him that I could see
him. This seemed to cause a mild panic in the man, and from that night on, he would
often come over to me and try to talk with me—which just had the effect of scaring
me stupid, and I would yell for my parents. As soon as my parents would come into the
room again, the man would back away. All I could say to my parents was that there is
the man that I don’t like.

Of course my parents looked about, saw nothing, and assumed it was a bad night-
mare. This continued for quite some time, and I was eventually moved from that room
to sleep in my parents’ room. Here, I always slept well.

The episode of the man in my room was totally forgotten until I reached my
early- to mid-twenties when I started to receive severe spirit contact. During a discus-
sion with my mother, she said that she recalled my man-in-the-room experience. She
also added an explanation for it. It turns out that the cottage in which we were liv-
ing had a previous tenant, an old man with a walking stick, who was disabled and
lived most of his later years in the same room as mine. Because of this man’s disabil-
ity, he would often tap or bang his walking stick on the bedroom floor to get the
attention of relatives down below. This man had passed away some years before our
tenancy of the cottage.

My parents would often hear this banging in the house, which would seem to
come from upstairs but whenever they went to investigate, it stopped. They just
assumed that it was a water pipes. Now, as I learned of the deceased/disabled man and
the knocking on the floor of his walking stick, we started to put two and two togeth-
er and realized that the man I saw in my room and the knocking heard in the cottage
were from the same source: The disabled man, desperately wanting someone to answer
his signal for help.
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Patrick’s Encounters on Cape Cod

Patrick M. relayed a number of remarkable encounters with the “Boogey Man.”
Although he was old enough to deal rationally with his night time visitations, they
were nonetheless unsettling:

In the mid- to late-1980’s while at my aunt’s house in Cataumet on Cape Cod, my
mother, who knew I had an interest in ghosts, bought a book for me called New Eng-

land’s Ghostly Haunts by Robert Cahill. Later, alone in the house, reading the book on
the sun porch, and grown fairly nervous by what I was reading, the window behind me
slammed shut and nearly caused me to leap out of my skin.

Now, this is a three-foot by two-foot window which opens outward and is
secured by a hook-and-eye latch. It may have been a coincidence, but in light of what
happened later, may not have been.

Either that night or the next I was upstairs in my bedroom reading another book
(the Cahill book is short and I’d finished it off in one go). I was sitting on the bed,
with my back against the wall and my legs hanging over the side, when I thought I felt
movement. I stopped reading and looked to see if the bed was moving and, indeed, it
was. It was going back and forth slowly at first and steadily grew more violent so that
eventually the headboard was banging against the wall.

Thinking it was one of my brothers playing a joke on me, I leaned over to look
under the bed, about to say, “You jerk, cut it out!” I got as far as saying, “You…!”

As soon as I looked under the bed, I saw that nobody was there and the bed
instantly stopped shaking. I felt the blood drain from my head with the sudden under-
standing of what had just happened.

To give a quick overview of that house, these things happened to me there over
the years:

A) I was once awakened in the middle of the night by a woman’s voice in a dark-
ened room. She seemed to say “Pot pot, ahlen ahlen, pot pot, ahlen ahlen.” It makes
no sense, but that’s what I heard. I turned the lights on, but saw nothing.

B) At another time, my clock radio made terrible screeching static noises at night
as I was trying to sleep. This would only happen as I was about to drop off and
stop as soon as I woke up again. It probably happened a half dozen times.

C) Similarly, one night I heard footsteps of someone outside my bedroom door.
It wasn’t the sound of heavy walking, but the squeak of feet on a hardwood
floor. Again, this sound would come as I was about to drop off to sleep and
would stop when I awoke.

D) Awake in the living room after everyone had gone to bed, I heard a woman’s
voice and music playing upstairs. I went to the foot of the stairs and listened
for a while and then went back to watching TV. My aunt came down about
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twenty minutes later, and I asked her who was playing the music—and she
said, “Music?” She hadn’t heard anything. I found out the next day that
nobody had even brought a radio.

An aside on the house: For the longest time I thought that it was related to the
serial killer Jane Toppan, who murdered four people in 1901 at a house around the cor-
ner. In fact, the next street is called Mystery Lane after these murders. This would have
been Alden Davis, his wife, and two daughters. I did some property research and found
that Alden Davis had once owned the land my aunt’s house is on, a part of the
Cataumet Grover and Shore Company, but it was apparently sold before a house was
built on the property in the 1870s or 1880s.

Curiously enough, Davis had once followed a preacher named
Charles Freeman who, in the 1870’s, heard the voice of God speak to
him and tell him that he had to sacrifice a member of his family. The
next night, God told him which one would have to be sacrificed: it
was to be his youngest daughter. Freeman murdered her, believing that
she would be brought back to life in three days.

Instead, Alden Davis’s surviving daughter told her boyfriend,
who happened to be a local police officer, and Freeman was arrested.
One of my older brothers pointed out that the voice I heard in the
bedroom said Pot and Ahlen, which is almost my first name and Davis’s
first name. (Is any of this related to me? Who knows?)

We go to my aunt’s house on Cape Cod every Thanksgiving.
Just before Thanksgiving 2005, the day before we were set to arrive,
my aunt drove down from her condo in Boston to get the house ready.
She pulled in and walked to the front door, only to find it slightly ajar.
A set of her house keys sat on the front stoop. She has no idea where
this spare set of keys came from. She entered the house and had a look

around and eventually found, in the bedroom I normally stay in, a screech owl, which
had made a mess of the place.

She called the police, who called animal control. The guy from animal control
went in, opened a bedroom window, and told her that the owl would leave when it got
dark, which it did. Nobody has any idea how any of this happened, but I began to won-
der if there wasn’t something more to it. I did brief research on owl symbolism and
found that it symbolizes a) evil or b) wisdom, the ability to see in the dark.

I’m not sure if this is a symbol or just a wild, bizarre coincidence. Her house, by
the way, was in no way burglarized.

In February of 2006, I had a strange week. It started off one night when I was
watching TV in the basement and thought I saw something flying around. It looked
kind of like a bug, but since it was the height of winter, I didn’t think it likely that it
could have been one. I got my digital camera and tried to snap a picture of it.

Only one picture is at all strange, showing a glowing green ball about the size of
a quarter. The next morning, at about 5:00 A.M., I was walking from my bedroom to
the bathroom when I thought I heard a clear whisper in my ear say, “Paaat!”

As soon as I looked
under the bed, I
saw that nobody was
there and the bed
instantly stopped
shaking. I felt the
blood drain from
my head with
the sudden
understanding
of what had
just happened.
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My response was to say, aloud, “Pssh! Yeah, right!” and I went on to take a shower.

Later, that night, while in bed, I heard the whisper again. I turned on my computer,
downloaded a quick audio clip of forest noises and played it in a loop so I could get to sleep.

The next night, I set up a radio and had it play loudly while I went to sleep so
that I wouldn’t hear any whispering. When I awoke in the morning, I found that the
radio had been switched off (it’s very low-tech and couldn’t have switched off by itself).

That night, I figured I’d try to catch something on video and set my radio up the
way I’d done it the night before, but pointed my Sony Handycam at it. But to no avail.
The radio was still playing the next morning.

Finally, I’d had enough. I felt that there was something in my house and want-
ed to get to the bottom of it. I have a digital voice recorder and decided to try to get
some EVPs [Electronic Voice Phenomena]. I made a few recordings and what I got put
me at ease (somewhat).

On one recording you can hear my voice and then what sounds like a few men
chanting, a quick series of percussion sounds, and a woman’s voice saying “be strong”
or “be cool” or something. In any case, it’s a definite musical composition. It’s not any-
thing I would associate with a ghost. I listened to the recordings over and over and
finally grew calm. My nervousness left me. I said aloud to the room, “You guys are just
messing with me, aren’t you?”

Whatever seemed to be in my house left and I haven’t felt a presence since.

The Nasty Boogy Man with the Belt Nearly Killed Bobby

In June 2004, I received a very disturbing letter from a teenager named Lisa who
said that she and her parents first noticed something was wrong when her little
brother, Bobby (age 6) started to get bruises and cuts on his arms and legs. 

In Lisa’s account of the frightening and painful encounters:

We would ask Bobby what was wrong, and he would say, “That man who comes
into my bedroom hits me with a belt.”

Mom would roll her eyes and clean the cuts. Then one night, when he went to
bed he acted scared, and he asked Mom to sleep with him. Mom told him no, but she
turned on the night light.

The next morning when Bobby got up, he had a cut below his right eye. Mom
figured he scratched himself, so she cut his fingernails.

Then a week later, he got a large bruise on his back. It covered both his shoul-
der blades. It really hurt him, so Mom took him to the doctor to see if he had some-
thing wrong with him. The doctor asked if he had a babysitter or someone we didn’t
know very well watching him, because the bruises were probably from a beating, since
he had so many of them.

REAL MONSTERS, GRUESOME CRITTERS, AND BEASTS FROM THE DARKSIDE [59]

Bogey Man—He Doesn’t Just Live under Your Bed

Real Monsters  7/17/10  2:14 PM  Page 59



REAL MONSTERS, GRUESOME CRITTERS, AND BEASTS FROM THE DARKSIDE[60]

Bogey Man—He Doesn’t Just Live under Your Bed

Mom never had anybody baby-sit us, and she
told the doctor this.

On a Monday, Mom woke Bobby for school.
He said his arm really hurt, and he started screaming.

Mom rushed him to the hospital. His arm was
broken. I learned from a neighbor while Bobby and
Mom were in the hospital that a man used to live in
that house in the 1960s with his two sons and
daughter. They were all under seven years of age. He
beat them, and one, the older son, even died from a
beating. He was arrested, and killed himself in jail.

The younger boy and girl still lived in the
neighborhood. I went to school with one of their
children, and I went over to visit. When Mom came
to pick me up, the daughter noticed Bobby’s broken
arm. She asked Mom what happened, and Mom
told her of the strange things that had been happen-
ing in Bobby’s room.

The girl got a look of terrible fear on her face.
She advised Mom to move away. She said she didn’t
know about ghosts, but she was sure Bobby was in
danger.

The neighborhood was going to the dogs any-
way, so we decided to move. We heard that a few
months later that a family had moved in with a
month old baby. The next day, the baby was found

dead in its crib. It had a huge cut across its chest, and a bruised face. I guess you could-
n’t even recognize the baby.

The parents were tried for child abuse and the death, but no evidence was ever
found that they did anything to their baby so they were released.

I am nineteen now. I was about ten years old when all this went on, but I remem-
ber enough to know that the ghost of that terrible man was abusing my brother.

The Creature at the Foot of Her Bed

B Y J A N N I C E F A D L E Y

“It was a very bright moonlit night,” Jannice said. “I was in my bed and wide
awake enjoying the moonlight. Everyone else was asleep. The moon was direct-
ly in line with my large window which had no curtains on it so my room was
bright enough to read by. This window was at the foot of my bed to the left. Next
to it on the wall facing my bed was another large window with no curtains. To

They would ask Bobby what was wrong, and he
would say, “That man who comes into my bedroom
hits me with a belt” (art by Ricardo Pustanio).
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the right of the end of my bed was the opening into my room. There was no door.
My room had been added on and opened into my brothers’ room.”

Here is Jannice’s recollection of the nightmarish encounter:

It is a straight line of doors from the outside door to my brothers’ door to my door
opening. It is very easy and quick to move from outdoors to my room. The outside

door was never locked. We lived in the country, and all the neighbors were either
friends or family.

I had a bad feeling come over me as I was laying down in my bed. I heard the
outside door open and close softly. I heard someone walk across the living room into
my brothers’ room and then into my room. I was laying down so I could not see the
end of my bed. I was too terrified to look. I knew something horrible was standing
there. I do not know how long I laid there too scared to look. I finally could not stand
it anymore and sat up in bed.

It was not a person at all. I sat there frozen looking at it standing in the bright
moonlight right at the end of my bed. It was inches from the end of my bed. Its body
was facing the window to the left of the end of my bed and it was hunched over as it
was taller than my low ceiling. Its hideous face was turned towards me with its arms
held as if creeping. Its body was covered in hair that looked dark.

It was glaring at me. I could feel it was furious with me for not submitting to
them. I thought it was going to kill me. I tried to scream but I could not make a sound.
I was trapped in my bedroom with a hairy monster that hated me and wanted me dead.

I did what any little girl would do. I lay back down and covered my head expect-
ing to be killed at any moment. I heard it go back out of my room, through my broth-
ers’ room, across the living room and back out the door. I still could not make a sound.

When I finally got my voice back, I screamed for my mom. She asked what was
wrong from her bed and I hysterically told her what I had seen. She told me it was a
dream and to go back to sleep.

I did not go back to sleep.

It was not a dream.

She did not even come to calm me down. I never trusted her after that.
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Recently my friend and colleague cryptozoologist Paul Bartholomew of White-
hall, New York, informed me of a terrifying experience that a National
Guardsman had undergone in the fall of October 1987. Because of his fear of

the laughter barrier, he had waited 20 years to share his nightmarish encounter.

The guardsman had been awakened one night by the sound of his kitchen door
being slammed open. He heard furniture being tossed around his living room.

Picking up a baseball bat to defend himself, he decided to go downstairs and rout
the intruder (or intruders), the guardsman found that the uninvited visitor had
ascended the stairs to confront him in his bedroom.

The guardsman found himself paralyzed, unable to move, as his descent was
blocked by a six-foot-five inch, 300-pound entity that had red-glowing eyes and that
smelled like rotten eggs.

The guardsman, being a religious man, shouted out a prayer—and the creature
vanished.

Overcome by the bizarre and frightening circumstances, the guardsman col-
lapsed back on his bed and awakened in the morning wondering if he had just experi-
enced the worst dream of his life.

When he went downstairs, however, he found the front door wide open and his
furniture either broken or thrown about from room to room.

Over twenty years later, the guardsman wondered aloud to Paul Bartholomew if
he had encountered an angry Bigfoot or a malicious demon.

In essence, the guardsman had expressed a persistent enigma that often arises
when one is monster hunting: Are there times when we encounter an entity that has
intruded into our reality from a world unseen?
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Monsters or Demons … or Both?

The folklore of Tibet includes numerous accounts of malignant, shape-shifting
demons that lurk near trees, rocks, lakes, and many other places to seize men and

animals and suck away their vital breath and life force. One of the most vicious of
these entities is the Thags yang, a demon that can appear as a tiger, a
man, or a weretiger. The terrible Thags yang follow those travelers
who are not sufficiently protected by strong spiritual beliefs and drain
their life essence from them. They also lurk near villages, seeking out
the weak and the foolish who do not utter their prayers of protection.

Could our guardsman from New York have come face-to-face
with such a being? Could his home have been invaded by a demon
that could appear as a Bigfoot-type creature?

How a demon is defined is determined in large part by who is
framing the definition.

When Socrates spoke of consulting his “daimon,” he was not
referring to an evil spirit or a fallen angel, but to his tutelary spirit. The
ancient Greeks believed that everyone had an attendant entity to
which he or she might turn for advice in dealing with life’s problems.

The Romans called their “daimon,” their guardian angel, a
“genius,” which could also be interpreted as roughly analogous to the
soul.

Since those days of antiquity, however, most people would call Socrates’s “dai-
mon,” a spirit guide; a “genius” is a mortal human being of high intelligence; and a
“demon” has through millennia of the Abrahamic religious come to refer to the fallen
angels who rebelled against the Creator and who seek to work harm against humankind.

While, indeed, there may well be fallen angels, demons are not members of that
rebellious band of entities.

The Pattern Profile of a Demon

D emons are inhabitants from another dimension, another plane of being. They
have never been angels and they have never been human—although they may

adapt the trappings of a ghost of a dearly departed one if it will serve their ultimate
purpose—which is to prey upon the human soul.

Demons are the ultimate shape-shifters, for they can manifest in any form they
choose. They are unlikely to appear as slit-eyed, reptilian monsters, however, for then they
would be easily recognized as evil-doers. They are more likely to appear to their potential
victims in as an attractive, seductive, and alluring a manner as possible.

The guardsman had
been awakened one
night by the sound
of his kitchen door
being slammed
open. He heard
furniture being
tossed around his
living room.
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The main task of demons is to disseminate
errors among humankind and to deceive mortals into
committing evil deeds, which, in turn, “feeds” them.
The Middle Ages in Europe was a devil-infested peri-
od, and perhaps the demon horde’s greatest accom-
plishment lay in deceiving officials of the Church that
there were millions of witches, werewolves, vampires,
and other shape-shifters that required the torture
chamber and deserved death by burning at the stake.

Throughout the centuries, the wisest priests
among their flocks have acknowledged that it is very
difficult to develop an adequate litmus test that will
unfailingly distinguish between good angels and bad
ones. Unless one is pure in heart, mind, and soul, it is
an exceedingly complex task to discern accurately the
true nature of spirits. It is generally known that good
spirits will never attempt to interfere with our free will
or possess our physical body. And, on the other hand,
it is acknowledged that demons, the evil ones, desire
the physical body of the human. In fact, they must
have it in order to experience earthly pleasures and to
work spiritual harm against other humans.

The Demonic Power of Illusion

Demonic entities are credited with will and intellect that are directed toward evil
as they exert their malevolent powers. When these evil spirits penetrate the world
and the circumstances of human life, they conceal themselves in every aspect of
earthly existence. When it serves their purpose, they may assume the form of a
lovely woman or a handsome man to seduce a confused human. These entities
are succubi (the voluptuous and mysterious female night visitors) and the incu-
bi (the buff and virile male lovers who disappear after planting their demon seed.)
Artist and illustrator Wm. Michael Mott speaks to this demonic power of illu-
sion very well in his superb Caverns, Cauldrons, and Concealed Creatures:

A s of late, conspiracy and UFO literature alike abound with similar accounts [of
entity/human sexual intercourse], the only difference being that most of the rep-

tilian seducers or rapists are male, and the human victims are female. Often, these
accounts also involve abduction to underground bases or caverns, cavern-worlds, or
close proximity to a cave or cavern in which the rape takes place.

Another version of the succubus or incubus attack or rape occurs when the per-
cipient awakens fully (at least mentally), can see and feel, but can’t move a muscle.
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Demons are inhabitants from another dimension,
another plane of being. They have never been
angels and they have never been human (art by
Ricardo Pustanio).
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Medical science refers to all such cases as sleep paralysis, and states that the condition
is due to an awakened mental state, while the body is still asleep, or the person is in a
hypnogogic state.… Often these incidents are accompanied by waking dreams or hal-
lucinations, in which the victim feels, senses, or sees someone or something else in the
room or beside the bed, or even feels a bodily or electrical pressure or weight descend
upon them. A few female victims have reported actual physical intercourse with an
unseen entity or group of entities, and this has, according to them, led to rape by invis-
ible presences at later times, when alone and fully awake.

Some see a psychological connection or cause to the latter type of supposed “hal-
lucination,” often arising, in theory, from childhood trauma or molestation. But not
all experiencers have such a thing in their chest of childhood memories or secrets.
Some victims have noted that the emotion of fear increases the severity and frequen-
cy of the attacks, while praying to God for deliverance halts them, or ends the phe-
nomenon completely. Rather than a hallucination, this would seem to indicate a con-
flict with the unseen, operating on the terms of the spiritual world.

This calls into question the nature of this intrusive reality, and its intrusive, abu-
sive inhabitants. Some evidence indicates a physical reality that requires blood, semi-
nal matter, sperm and ova, and perhaps an ongoing ritualistic pattern of inflicting
pain, fear, desire, and even servitude, for purposes of emotional or energy vampirism
and behavioral conditioning. Folktales and mystical traditions are filled with accounts
of these beings, and their ability to shape-shift, as well as alter their forms, from seem-
ingly ‘fleshly,’ to barely substantial or opaque, to absolutely transparent or invisible.…
The apostle Paul may have been alluding to this in Ephesians 6:12, when he named a
hierarchy of enemies who oppress and victimize mankind, and oppose the will of their
Creator (items in brackets are mine—W.M.M.):

For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities
[fallen angelic types and kingdoms], against powers [fallen angels], against
the rulers of the darkness of this world [the unseen predators under dis-
cussion here, as well as possibly those human beings who interact with or
serve them], and against spiritual wickedness in high places [the etheric
and ufological connection, which has been often noted by researchers].

Visitors from the Unseen World

When we consider all of the remarkable discoveries in physics in the last few
decades, acceptance of the world of the unseen should have been made much

easier. The invisible reality of quarks and atoms and molecules and electrons that form
our very existence are now able to be seen with the powerful microscopes and tele-
scopes that can penetrate and examine both the inner space and the outer space that
have for centuries been withheld from mortal eyes. The reality of the unseen spirit
world should no longer require a great stretch of imagination or a mighty leap of faith.
It simply needs to be better identified and understood.
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When we speak of spirit, we are speaking of something that is eternal, nonma-
terial, and beyond time and space. Spirit is unchangeable, enduring, and above the
laws of nature.

Matter, on the other hand, is ephemeral, transient, material, subject to change
in space and time.

Regardless of the theories of quantum mechanics or the large numbers of serious
scientists beginning to theorize about ten or more planes of reality, for the great major-
ity of contemporary humanity accounts of demons are found only in grisly novels that
depict vicious serial killers or in eerie horror stories that tell of tormented men and
women who hear voices that order them to kill their victims in horrid ways. And, of
course, there are the blockbuster movies that depict ingenious mass murderers who
dissect and digest parts of their victims with fine wine and fava beans while they make
fools of the authorities.

All of these grim depictions of the criminal mind are devised to cause a shudder
of primal fear within the reader or the viewer, but the effect is temporary. The book is
ended. The theater lights come up. One can sigh, perhaps even chuckle wryly at the
author’s or screenwriter’s rather perverse imagina-
tion, for these vivid works of fiction and cinematic
chillers are just that—made up stories. We are
relieved to put the book aside or leave the theater,
knowing that the monsters that these tales portray
are not real. They are only creatures born some-
where in the darkside of a writer’s psyche.

There are, however, tortured individuals in
real-life who heed fiendish commands to kill. There
are men and women who really hear demon voices
that demand unquestioning obedience.

Those possessed by demons are truly human
monsters, willful agents of death, who practice ritu-
al slayings, human sacrifice, and large scale slaugh-
ter of innocent victims.

These disciples of murder and mayhem are
very real.

And so are the demons who scream at them
relentlessly to do their awful bidding and kill with-
out mercy.

Demons Are Real

By now many readers are saying to themselves
that they have certainly heard of demented

people who claim that demonic voices told them to
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Demonic entities are credited with will and intellect
that are directed toward evil as they exert their
malevolent powers. When it serves their purpose,
they may assume the form of a lovely woman or a
handsome man to seduce a confused human (art by
Dan Wolfman Allen).
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commit murder. Bu these individuals are sick. Demons are not real. These human
monsters are insane, but they are not actually possessed. Demon possession in this day
and age? That kind of thinking is a superstitious throwback to the Middle Ages.

Here is what Dr. Morton Kelsey, an Episcopal priest and noted Norte Dame
emeritus professor of theology, has to say about that old “superstitious” belief: “Most
people in the modern world consider themselves too sophisticated and too intelligent
to be concerned with demons. But in thirty years of study, I have seen the effect of
demons upon humans.”

Dr. Kelsey maintains that demons are real and can invade the minds of humans.
Demons are not the figment of the imagination, but are negative, destructive spiritu-
al forces that seek to destroy the possessed host body and everyone with whom that
person comes into contact.

All right, you say, but Dr. Kelsey is a priest, a theologian. He’s supposed to
believe in demons.

Then take into serious consideration the comments of Dr. Ralph Allison, retired
senior psychiatrist at the California state prison in San Luis Obispo:

My conclusion after thirty years of observing over one thousand dis-
turbed patients is that some of them act in a bizarre fashion due to pos-
session by spirits. The spirit may be that of a human being who died. Or
it may be a spirit entity that has never been a human being and some-
times identifies itself as a demon, an agent of evil.

Dr. Wilson Van Dusen (1923–2005), a university professor who served as chief
psychologist at Mendocino State Hospital, boldly stated his opinion that many patients
in mental hospitals are possessed by demons: “I am totally convinced that there are
entities that can possess our minds and our bodies,” he said. “I have even been able to
speak directly to demons. I have heard their own guttural, other-world voices.”

And all too often, those hellish guttural voices commanded their possessed hosts
to kill, to offer human sacrifice to Satan.

In a report released by the American Psychological Evaluation Corporation, Dr.
Andrew Blankley, a sociologist, issued alarming statements about the rise in contem-
porary sacrificial cults, warning that society at large might expect a “serious menace”
to come. According to Dr. Blankley, human sacrifice constitutes an alarming trend in
new religious cults: “Desperate people are seeking dramatic revelation and simplistic
answers to complex social problems. They are attracted to fringe groups who provide
the ritualistic irrationality that they crave. In the last ten years, fringe rituals often
include the sacrifice of a human being.”

Need more proof than a sociologist’s alarming report?

A Gallup Poll taken in 2001 stated that 41 percent of North Americans believed
in demons. In 2007, the Pew Poll found that the number of those who recognized the
power of demons had risen to 68 percent and that many individuals surveyed claimed
an actual encounter with such an entity.
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Dr. Al Carlisle of the Utah State Prison System estimated that between 40,000
and 60,000 humans are killed through ritual homicides in the United States every
year. In the Las Vegas area alone, Dr. Carlisle asserts, as many as 600 people may die
in demon-inspired ceremonies each year. Mutilated bodies of hitch-
hikers and transients are being found in forested regions, beside lone-
ly desert road, and alongside river banks—their hearts and lungs
removed, strips of flesh slashed from their bodies.

Devil-worshipping rites are being held in our state and national
parks. Blood is mixed with beer and drunk by all participants. Human
bone fragments, teeth, and pieces of flesh are discovered in the ashes
of campfires.

Bikers, arrested on other charges, confess to being part of a
nationwide kidnapping ring that captures virginal young men and
women for sale to satanic cults both here and in Europe. The youth-
ful victims are marked for human sacrifice.

The terrible power that drives and compels those obsessed with
sacrificial murders is something so much more insidiously evil and
complex than can be created by the distortion of creeds, ecclesiasti-
cisms, or belief structures. The monstrous voices that command men
and women to kill others are not those of mortals.

A Demonic Line-up of Those Who Obeyed Their Orders to Kill

Demon voices—whether you prefer to identify them as symbolical of some strain
of psychopathology or as literal perverse and evil entities—can utter the com-
mand to kill to a quiet, conventionally-reared individual just as readily as to a
disheveled disciple of the iconoclastic. However one wishes to identify these Par-
asites of the Spirit, they have the ability to sense and to seize the moments of vul-
nerability in the strongest of men and women. They possess the uncanny power
of knowing the precise moments when even the most righteous can be tempted,
when even the most devout can be led astray, when the most disciplined moral-
ist may be seduced. Here are a number of cases of men and women possessed by
demons and commanded to kill:

• On January 5, 1990, authorities searching an Ohio farm commune found the
slain bodies of a family of five—all victims of human sacrifice. Jeffrey Lun-
den, a self-declared prophet of a new religion, had decreed the sacrifices nec-
essary to persuade the “forces” to present the cult with a magical golden
sword.

• Daniel Rakowitz couldn’t quite understand whether or not the voices said
that he was actually Jesus reborn, but he knew that they were insistent that
he was a messiah. The voices also told him to form a new religion to be
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named the Church of 966. To ensure his messiahship, in September of 1989,
he sacrificed his girlfriend.

• Once they had accepted Satan as their savior, heavy metal, grass, and sex par-
ties just weren’t enough. Soon the demon voices ordered Terry Belcher, the
young high priest of the cult, to sacrifice Theresa, one of his followers, in Jan-
uary 1988.

The Devil’s Dossier on the U.S. Presidency is a frightening one:

• When John Wilkes was but an infant in his crib, Asia Booth had a horrid
vision of her son being one day transformed into a monster—but it is
unlikely her prophecy revealed that he would assassinate President Abra-
ham Lincoln.

• On the morning of July 2, 1881, Charles Guiteau could no longer resist the
demon voices that commanded him to kill President James Garfield. The
President clung to life through the agony of a long summer before yielding to
the assassin’s bullet in his back. Guiteau was relieved that he had fulfilled his
mission. He went to the gallows confident that the demon he hailed as
“Lordy” would take care of him in the afterlife.

• Lee Harvey Oswald was obsessed with his fears that “devilmen” would usurp
all earthly governments. President John Fitzgerald Kennedy served as a kind
of sacrifice to keep them at bay.

• Sirhan Sirhan’s legal defense in his trial for the murder of Robert Kennedy
strongly considered arguing that he had been possessed by the fanatical spir-
it of a dead Arab nationalist.

• Squeaky Fromme, one of Charles Manson’s family, received mental instruc-
tions from her imprisoned master to murder President Gerald Ford on August
5, 1975.

• John Hinckley was literally possessed with the impulse that the assassination
of Ronald Reagan would somehow impress a young actress.

• On January 11, 1990, the Secret Service arrested John S. Daughetee, a med-
ical school dropout, who was acting under the orders of his “voices” when he
robbed eight banks to finance his assassination attempts on Presidents Rea-
gan and Bush.

The list of demon-inspired killers goes on:

• Earle Leonard Nelson was a quiet boy, an avid student of the Bible, who
aspired one day to be a minister. And then there was the accident, the blow
to the head that unleashed the terrible voices that commanded him to kill all
the Jezebels of the world. Somehow equating hardworking landladies with
prostitutes, Nelson became the “Gorilla Man” who strangled 22 female vic-
tims before he was captured and the demonic voices were silenced.

• The voices told Herbert Mullin that California was about to be destroyed by
a cataclysmic earthquake and a giant tidal wave unless he immediately began
sacrificing human life to Satan. The voices nullified Mullin’s squeamishness
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by declaring that the sacrificial victims would actually be grateful for being
given the opportunity to serve the greater good of California. Before he was
stopped on February 13, 1972, Mullin had sacrificed thirteen victims and, in
his mind, had become the Savior of California.

• Albert Fish killed and ate between eight and fifteen children, castrated a
large number of small boys, and molested more than 100 children during the
course of a long criminal career. Among his perversions: he was the writer of
obscene letters, a coprophage (eater of excrements), a pedophile, a masochist
who inserted needles into his body, a sadist, vampire, cannibal, and lust-
 murderer. All was well in Fish’s worldview, however, because the voices had
informed him that he was the new messiah, come to be an instrument of
God’s vengeance upon a sinful and depraved humanity. When he was execut-
ed in 1935, he displayed no fear, seeming to take an interest and even pleas-
ure in the operation of the electric chair.
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The worship of the horned image of Satan has been a trait among a number of serial killers (iStock).
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• In October 1981, Satanic High Priest Robin Gecht and three of his followers
were arrested following a series of grisly cannibalistic murders in Chicago.
Gecht heeded the demonic voices that ordered him to conduct elaborate sadis-
tic rituals of mutilations and the eating of the flesh of their female victims.

• When the jury passed sentence on Richard Ramirez in 1985, he was convict-
ed of twelve first-degree murders and 30 other major offenses of rape and bur-
glary. Throughout his trial, the infamous “Night Stalker” flashed the devil’s
pentagram scratched into his hand or placed his fingers to the side of his head
to fashion demon’s horns. Defiantly, he declared his worship of Satan.

• In 1977, young Jimmy Riva began to hear the voices that told him to haunt
graveyards and to kill small animals and drink their blood. Eventually, on a
cold, rainy day in April 1980, the demon whispers pronounced him a vam-
pire who would gain strength from drinking his grandmother’s blood.

• In May 1983, Michael and Suzan Carlson went on trial in San Francisco for
obeying their demonic visions to hunt down and kill three victims that the
voices identified as witches that must be slain to set California right.

• While other households in the Queens district of New York watched the
Thanksgiving Day parade on November 22, 1990, Joseph Bergamini honored
the satanic promise that he was immortal by stabbing and killing his mother
and wounding his father.

• As a teenager, Mark David Chapman had experienced a vision of Jesus which
led him to become an advocate for the common man. When the visions later
revealed the popular idol John Lennon was no longer a working-class hero,
but a prosperous businessman, the voices decreed that the former Beatle must
die on the night of December 8, 1980.

• In June 1988, Jason Rose and John Jones were indicted for the ritual sacrifice
of nineteen-year-old Melissa Ann Meyer. The two Satanists cast their own
fate in the form of life imprisonment when it was revealed that they video-
taped their human sacrifice.

• Inspired by the vampire movie Lost Boys, Tim Erickson and other Minnesota
teenagers decide to form a vampire cult in March 1987. They murdered a
drifter and drank his blood.

• July 1991, Jaime Rodriguez is convicted and sentenced to life for beheading
a teenage runaway as a sacrifice to Satan. He also severed all of her fingers to
wear as a charm around his neck. Augustin Pena, a fellow Satanist, kept the
girl’s head in his refrigerator.

• April 1994, Carey Grayson and three others murdered a female hitchhiker in
Birmingham. Police say the victim was mutilated in an apparent ritual that
involved cannibalism.

• May 1996, three Satanists in San Luis Obispo tortured and murdered a fif-
teen-year-old girl. The demon-possessed tell arresting officers that they hoped
the sacrifice of a virgin would put them in good with Satan.
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• September 1997, a teenager in Kobe, Japan, claimed that an evil spirit pos-
sessed him when he bludgeoned to death a primary school girl and killed and
decapitated an eleven-year-old boy.

• January 1998, Charity Miranda, a 17-year-old cheerleader from New York,
was killed by her mother who feared that the girl was possessed by demons.
The teenager’s sisters witnessed the murder and chanted and prayed over
Charity’s body.

• October 2000, Brandi Blackbear, a 15-year-old Oklahoma high school stu-
dent, was suspended for fifteen days for casting a spell on her teacher and
causing her to become ill.

• January 2008, Lawrence Douglas Harris, Sr., murdered his two stepdaughters
in their Sioux City, Iowa, home after an ill-performed ritual caused the cast-
ing of a spell to go bad.
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“The place is called Dafara. It is an anomaly in the flat landscape that
stretches for miles in all directions in Africa. It is as if the earth collapsed
here, like God punched a hole in the ground and the darkness came

flooding in,” Pastor Robin Swope recalled. Today, he is known as the Paranormal Pas-
tor (http://theparanormalpastor.blogspot.com/); in that time, he was Pastor Swope,
serving as a missionary in a remote region of Africa.

Do Not Go in the Water or the God Will Eat You Alive!

B Y PA S T O R R O B I N S W O P E

The local missionaries call it “The Rocks,” because the 100-meter diameter hole in
the earth is edged by sharp shale cliffs. There is a single trail that leads through

the dense foliage to the bottom of the ravine that gently angles down into a scene that
is both otherworldly and frightening.

The first thing you notice is the stench. It is a dank putrid odor of blood, bile,
and rotting gore that permeates the entire valley. It is the odor of death.

The second thing you notice is the blood. At first glance it looks as if the entire
floor of the ravine is covered in dark, thick blood. Every rock has been used to carve
the animals that have been brought down the path for sacrifice, and it is not only cov-
ered in the thick fluid of life but indistinguishable pieces of flesh and bone that lay
scattered about as evidence of the hecatomb butchery that befalls the victims of the
sacred god—a god that dwells in the dark recesses of the watery abyss that dominates
the center of the chasm.
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Dinosaurs that Live and
Prowl in the Jungles
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The murky pond is roughly kidney-shaped and covers an area just slightly small-
er than that of an Olympic-sized pool. How deep it is, no one can know since the fer-
tility god that abides here is no idol made out of wood or stone. No, the fertility god
that demands the sacrifice of highly prized livestock is a living creature. A flesh-eat-
ing aquatic creature of shocking proportions that lives in a small lake far from any
other source of fresh flowing water.

The dark creature is rumored to have grown to such enormous size not only
because of its taste for raw flesh, but also because of the occult forces which it alleged-
ly wields. The villagers of Koro and the surrounding area flock here so that their infer-
tile women may bear healthy offspring. Famine has decimated the area population,
and the infant mortality rate is close to 10 percent.

The nationals struggle to eke out the most meager of existence. Yet they offer up
what sometimes is their only source of protein in order to procure the healthy birth of
a child. They believe if they do not sacrifice to the god in the water, they risk not only
the loss of their children that are still in utero, but they flirt with the chance that they
themselves might become sterile. If that curse should be upon them, any hope for any
offspring will be denied them forever. They live in darkness and fear, enslaved to the
power of the behemoth beneath the water of Dafara.

The entrance to the Dafara chasm is permeated by the rank smell of blood and rotting flesh, according to
Pastor Robin Swope (photo by Pastor Robin Swope).
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It is a fear that also lives in legend. You cannot go in the water of Dafara. The
god will eat you alive.

Such was the fate of the first Western explorer who happened upon the site in
the middle of the nineteenth century. It is rumored that he scoffed at the natives’
superstitions and dove off the cliffs into the milky water of the pool.

He never surfaced.

Days later they found his bones along the shore.

I witnessed the creature at Dafara in the summer of 1986. I was on a missionary
tour in the city of Bobo Dioulasso, and some of the long-term missionaries wanted me
to take a look at the site.

As the Africans approached the water’s edge they offered pieces of flesh by
throwing them into the cloudy water.

Silently, a large hump broke the surface. Its skin was smooth and black without
any noticeable dorsal fin. The creature’s back rose out of the water until the enormity
of its size could be revealed.
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The place where animals were sacrificed in Dafara for the god that dwells at the center of the chasm (photo
by Pastor Robin Swope).
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At the time I estimated it to be the size of a large couch that was in the lobby of
the missionary station where we were currently residing. It was about seven feet long.
I saw no other feature on the animal, neither eyes nor mouth—just the large hump
and the splashing about of something a few inches away from it where the meat had
been thrown.

After it had finished a small chicken, the ebony mass submerged and we did not
see it again.

On the way up the path to our Rover, I asked our host what exactly it was that
we had just seen lurking in that murky water. He said he had no idea. He had been
stationed there for almost ten years, and he had never had the opportunity to actual-
ly see anything more than what we had just beheld ourselves.

“It’s some kind of fish I think,” he finally gave an opinion. “But I have never
seen one that large.”

If it was a fish, I asked him how in the world it got there. The nearest river, the
Upper Volta, was over 50 miles away. He gave me an odd look that told me he thought
it was beyond any rational explanation.

What was that enormous creature in the ravine’s lake?

Some supernatural being that offered fertility as a reward for being well fed?

Or an unknown local creature that for some reason had become trapped in this
remote location and spawned a population that had grown to enormous size?

Quite honestly, the only aquatic creature that can grow to even close that size is
the African Catfish, Heterobrachus bidorsalis.

They are common in the areas of the Upper Volta, and they do grow to a great
size. A photo was once sent to me by a Missionary friend stationed in Burkina Faso
showing his kids feeding some African Catfish at a pond by the Volta.

The only problem is that the African Catfish only grows to 1.5 meters. The ones
in the picture were about four feet long, falling in line with the average length.

Could it be that in the distant past a group of Heterobrachus bidorsalis might have
found its way to the ravine through a long dried up tributary of the Upper Volta? Did
the constant attention from the local cultists cause them to grow to such enormous size?
Or are there more sinister forces at work deep below the surface of the lake at Dafara?

The missionaries and locals have no idea.

They just make sure that they never go for a dip in the pond.

The Search for Mokele-Mbembe,
Who Stops the Flow of Rivers

For over 200 years, stories have emerged from the swamps, rivers, and lakes of
African jungles that there is a brownish-gray, elephant-sized creature with a reptil-
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ian tail and a long, flexible neck. The native people call it “Mokele-mbembe” (“the one
who stops the flow of rivers”) or “emela-ntuka” (“the one who eats the tops of trees”).

In 1980, Dr. Roy P. Mackal, a distinguished biochemist, engineer, and biologist,
who has spent most of his academic career at the University of Chicago, led an expe-
dition into African swamps that were said to be “Mokey’s” hangouts. After numerous
interviews with the native inhabitants and with those who had seen the creature in
the rivers, Dr. Mackal stated that the descriptions of the beast would fit that of a sauro-
pod, the giant plant-eating reptile that supposedly became extinct about 60 million
years ago. In 1987, Dr. Mackal’s A Living Dinosaur? In Search of Mokele-Mbembe was
published, indicating his dedication to investigating reports of “impossible” creatures.

J. Richard Greenwell (1942–2005), an expedition member from Tucson, report-
ed his discovery of huge tracks that led into the Likouala River. In his opinion, no ani-
mal smaller than an elephant could have left such a path through the thickets near
the river, and, Greenwell noted, elephants always leave an exit trail when they leave
a river. Whatever left these massive prints made no such sign of an exit, which may
indicate that Mokey is a marine, as well as land, creature.

The Likouala swampland, Mokey’s hangout, is twice the size of
Scotland, and thick with venomous snakes and disease-bearing
insects. Even something as large as the Mokele-mbembe is said to be,
it would not be easy to find it.

In September 1981, Herman Regusters (d. December 19, 2005)
an aerospace engineer from South Pasadena, and his wife, Kia,
became the first Westerners to reach Lake Tele, Congo. On Novem-
ber 28, they claimed to have seen and to have photographed a
dinosaur-like animal in a remote African lake. Mrs. Regusters said
that the gigantic reptile was dark red with a long, thick neck, and
longer than two hippopotamuses. Unfortunately, the photograph
taken by the Regusters was judged by others as being rather fuzzy, and
their tape recording of the “roaring trumpeting noise” heard frequent-
ly around Lake Tele, was impossible to identify.

In 1986, Rory Nugent was in the Likouala Swamp near Lake Tele
when he saw a long, thin neck come up out of the water. The creature
gave every appearance of being a dinosaur. Nugent immediately took
two photographs of the monster before it submerged.

Nugent’s moment of triumph was dashed when he was stopped from re-entering
his canoe by the rifles of his guides. They ordered him to destroy the film or they would
take the camera from him. Angrily, they made their point perfectly clear that if he did
not do so at once, the great creature would pursue them and kill all of them before they
could leave the lake.

Reluctantly, Nugent yielded to their demands. He was well aware that the
Mokele-mbembe was extremely aggressive and had been known to flip over canoes
with its tail, then chomp down on the occupants with its huge teeth. Although the
beast was said most often to be herbivorous, it also used its great tail to assist in tip-
ping over an elephant or a hippopotamus.
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Dr. Bill Gibbons, a zoologist who specializes in attempting to track down new
species and has tracked the Mokele-mbembe, told the (London) Sunday Times [June
3, 1999] that he is certain that Mokele-mbembe exists. According to Dr. Gibbons,
cryptozoologists had heard reports that hunters from the Kabonga tribe had killed a
Mokele-mbembe and had tried to eat it. Its flesh proved inedible and the carcass was
left to rot and be gnawed and pecked at by scavengers.

In 1996, zoologist Professor Michelle Gupton told the British press that she was
attacked by a huge water monster as she investigated the shoreline of Lake Tele.
According to Ms. Gupton, the brownish-gray creature about the size of an elephant
suddenly rose out of the waters of the lake right in front of her. Awestruck, she reached
out to touch its smooth skin.

That was a nearly fatal mistake on the part of the zoologist. The monster snapped at
her with its huge teeth, slashing out a foot-long slice of skin on the side of her stomach.

Ms. Gupton said that she passed out from the pain and was later rescued by
members of her party who had been searching the surrounding jungle for signs of
Mokele-mbembe. She was rushed to a hospital where her wound was treated. In her
considered opinion, her experience proves that dinosaurs are far from extinct.

An Extinct Serpentine Monster
Who Nearly Grabbed a South Dakota Farmer

In the mid-1930s, a high school student at Frederick, South Dakota, Don Neff,
found some strange looking teeth on the banks of the Elm River. After doing some

investigating, the inquisitive student found the remains of a giant 28-foot marine
lizard buried in the shale and mud along the river.

When brought to his attention, Professor James Bump, director of the museum of
the State School of Mines, in Rapid City, South Dakota, said that the remains had prob-
ably been there for “several million years.” Professor Bump had his degree in metallurgy,
but as director of the museum, he was becoming increasingly interested in the discovery
of such fossils as the high school boy had brought to him. Bump’s first estimate of “sev-
eral million years” for the marine creature was later revised when the species was iden-
tified as a mosasaur, which had been supposedly extinct for 130 million years.

Prof. Bump’s excavation was considered a great archeological find, and in 1940
he and his associates made an important collection of Whitneyan fossils from south of
the White River and east of Rockyford under the sponsorship of the National Geo-
graphic Society.

The area residents came by from time to time to watch the professors making
their excavations and finding their bones, but they had some misgivings about the
reputed evidence that such huge creatures were long extinct.

In 1934, a farmer reported that he had to “take to the ditch” when his tractor
was forced off the road by a four-legged serpentine monster that moved down the road
right at him. No estimated dimensions of the creature were given, but if it were of the
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size that could force a tractor off the road, it was not of any known variety—and it had
to be very big.

The tracks of the monster were followed across a muddy field until they came to
the edge of Lake Campbell. Here the monster eased itself into the water and disappeared.

Similar tracks have been seen frequently in the area since the 1934 sighting of
the monster, and disappearances of many lambs and pigs have occurred in the commu-
nity for years without any explanation.

There Is No History Comparable to the Dragon

One of the most universal monster myths is that of the dragon. The awesome, rep-
tile-like beasts appear in the folklore of nearly every country. What head would

the Vikings have placed on their longboats if they didn’t have the dragon? What
would the Chinese artists, poets, and storytellers have done without the dragon to
color their culture?

And the fact that the dragon was truly regarded as an actual
monster rather than a myth can be demonstrated in several writings
of the day. Edward Topsell, writing in his Historie of Serpents (1608),
commented that among all the kinds of serpents, there is none com-
parable to the dragon, or that afforded and yielded “so much plentiful
matter in history for the ample discovery of the nature thereof.”

While examining the “true accounts” of dragons in the folklore
and records of several cultures, one cannot help wondering if there
really were dragon-like monsters prowling the earth, devouring hap-
less villagers, receiving periodic sacrifices of young maidens, spreading
terror into the hearts of all, and being thwarted only by courageous
knights? What child has not been exposed to the story of St. George’s
combat with the dreadful dragon? Or, on the other hand, in recent
years what child has not been read tales, seen motion pictures, or
heard songs of reluctant dragons, kindly dragons, affectionate dragons,
magic dragons, and timid dragons as well?

Behind every myth smolders a spark of truth and reality.

There are a handful of responsible scientists who consider it possible that a num-
ber of dinosaurs might have survived into the Age of Man and that a few of their dwin-
dling numbers still thrive today in thick jungles and at great ocean depths. If our early
ancestors served as snacks for such monsters, the “dragon” would certainly have sur-
vived in our species memory. And then there are those who argue that our evolution-
ary time table is inaccurate and that a race of early humans or humanoids may have
existed during the Age of Reptiles, something like 70 million years ago.

Early in January 1970, the London Express Service carried an item relating the
discovery of a set of cave paintings which had been found in the Gorozamzi Hills,
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The tracks of the
monster were

followed across a
muddy field until
they came to the

edge of Lake
Campbell. Here the
monster eased itself

into the water
and disappeared.
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twenty-five miles from Salisbury in Rhodesia.
According to the news story, the paintings included
an accurate representation of a brontosaurus, the
67-foot, 30-ton behemoth that scientists insist
became extinct millions of years before man
achieved his earthly path.

Experts agree that the paintings were done by
bushmen who ruled Rhodesia from about 1500 B.C.E.
until a few hundred years ago. The experts also agree
that the bushmen only painted from life. This belief is
borne out by the other Gorozamzi Hills cave paintings,
which represent elephants, hippos, deer, and giraffe.

The November 1968 issue of Science Digest
carried the provocative thoughts of Mexican
archaeologist-journalist Jose Diaz-Bolio concerning
his discovery of an ancient Mayan relief sculpture of
a peculiar serpent-bird found in the ruins of Tajin,
located in Totonacapan in the northeastern section
of Veracruz, Mexico. Diaz-Bolio suggested that the
serpent-bird was not merely the product of Mayan
flights of fancy, but a realistic representation of an
animal that lived during the period of the ancient
Mayans—1,000 to 5,000 years ago.

A startling evolutionary oddity would have
been manifested if such serpent-birds were contem-
porary with the ancient Mayan culture, for creatures
with such characteristics are believed to have disap-
peared 130 million years ago. The archaeornis and
archaeopteryx, to which the sculpture bears a resem-

blance, were flying reptiles that became extinct during the Mesozoic age. Such a huge
reptile flapping about the countryside of early Europe or Asia could certainly fit even
the most dramatic descriptions of a dragon.

Even a handful of such ancient monsters existing in isolated lakes and forested
valleys would not have gone unnoticed, even in the sparsely populated Europe of the
Dark Ages. The discovery of even just a few of these great reptiles would have given
rise to a far-reaching legend.

The Hideous Piasa, Winged Devourer of Native People

F rom the mouth of the Illinois River at Grafton to Alton (Illinois), a distance of
twenty miles, the Mississippi River runs from west to east, and its north bank (the

Illinois side) is a high bluff. When the first white men explored the area, they found
that some unknown muralist from some forgotten tribal culture had engraved and

While examining the “true accounts” of dragons in
the folklore and records of several cultures, one
can’t help wondering if there once really were
dragon-like monsters prowling the earth (art by
Ricardo Pustanio).
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Voodoo (Vodou, Vodoun, Vudu, or Vudun in Benin, Togo, southeastern Ghana,
Burkina Faso, and Senegal; also Vodou in Haiti) is a name attributed to a traditional-
ly unwritten West African spiritual system of faith and ritual practices. Like most faith
systems, the core functions of Voodoo are to explain the forces of the universe, influ-
ence those forces, and influence human behavior. Voodoo’s oral tradition of faith sto-
ries carries genealogy, history, and fables to succeeding generations. Adherents honor
deities and venerate ancient and recent ancestors. This faith system is widespread
across groups in West Africa. Diaspora spread Voodoo to North and South America
and the Caribbean.

Numerous practitioners of Voodoo insist that the practice developed a more sin-
ister side only after the advent of the slave trade shipped millions of West Africans to
Haiti, Cuba, and the Americas. The Old Gods followed their captive people to help
them survive and to cast evil spells upon those who would enslave them. At the same
time, the people who were carried far from their home villages cleverly began to use
the names of Catholic saints to disguise the ancient ones in their pantheon of gods
under the names of those whom their captors deemed holy.

At the center of more traditional African tribal religions is the concept of a uni-
versal force of life that finds its expression in all things—humans, animals, vegetable,
and mineral. The conviction that there is a oneness of all life forms, that both humans
and everything else in the environment draw spiritual nourishment from the same
sacred source is now known to be a common expression of shamanism and the teach-
ing of tribal spirit “doctors.”

Hoodoo

As defined by the knowledgeable staff of Haunted America Tours, Hoodoo refers to
African traditional folk magic. This rich magical tradition was for thousands of

years indigenous to ancient African botanical, magical-religious practices and folk cul-
tures. Hoodoo was imported to the United States when mainly West Africans were
enslaved and brought to the Americas.

Hoodoo is used as a noun and is derived from the Ewe word Hudu which still
exists today. Hoodoo is often used in African American vernacular to describe a magic
“spell” or potion, the practitioner (hoodoo doctor, hoodoo man, or hoodoo woman)
who conjures the spell, or as an adjective or verb depending upon the context in
which it is used.

The word can be dated to at least as early as 1891. Some prefer the term hoodoo-
ism, but this has mostly fallen out of use. Some “New Age” non-Diaspora practition-
ers who have taken up Hoodoo as a hobby employ such synonyms as conjuration, con-
jure, witchcraft, or rootwork. The latter demonstrates the importance of various roots
in the making of charms and casting spells.

It is important to note that in traditional African religious culture, the concept
of “spells” is not used. Here again, this Afro-botanical practice has been heavily used
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by the New Age and Wiccan communities who have little understanding of
“Hoodoo’s” spiritual significance as it is traditionally used in Africa.

An amulet characteristic of Hoodoo is the mojo—often called a mojo bag, mojo
hand, conjure bag, trick bag, or toby—a small sack filled with herbs, roots, coins,
sometimes a lodestone, and various other objects of magical power.

Santeria

Santeria originated in Cuba around 1517 among the slaves who were mostly from
West Africa and who were followers of the Yoruba and Bantu religions. The African

slaves were at first greatly distressed when they were told by their masters that they
could no longer pay homage to their worship of the Orishas, their spiritual guardians,
and that they would be severely punished if they did. But their resourceful and atten-

tive priests quickly noticed a number of parallels between Yoruba reli-
gion and Catholicism. While appearing to pay obeisance and homage
to various Christian saints, the Africans found that they could simply
envision that they were praying to one of their own spirit beings. A
secret religion was born—Regla de Ocha, “The Rule of the Orisha,” or
the common and most popular name, Santeria, “the way of the saints.”

This sort of religious substitution was also practiced by followers
of the Old Religion, the Witches, in Europe when the Pope and his
clerical minions began to punish Witches who claimed to interact with
their animal “familiars.” In those regions where the country folk and
rural residents persisted in calling upon their familiars, the Church
decreed the spirit beings to be demons sent by Satan to undermine the
work of the clergy. All those accused of possessing a familiar or relying
on it for guidance or assistance were forced to recant such a devilish
partnership or be in danger of the torture chamber and the stake. In
similar manner to the practitioners of Santeria, the Church actually
provided saints and their symbols as acceptable substitutes for the

ancient practice of asking favors or help from the witches’ familiar. Many of the saints
of Christendom are identified by an animal symbol, for example, the dog with St.
Bernard; the lion with St. Mark; the stag with St. Eustace; the crow with St. Anthony;
and the much-loved St. Francis of Assisi was often represented symbolically by a wolf.
Perhaps the most remarkable of all, the celebration of the fertility goddess Eostre
(Ostare, Eustre) provided the Church with a ready-made festival that commemorated
the resurrection of Christ, which was named Easter.

While the rites of Santeria remain secret and hidden from outsiders, a few
churches of that denomination have emerged that provide their members an opportu-
nity to practice their faith freely. The Church of the Lukumi Babalu Aye was formed
in southern Florida in the early 1970s and won a landmark decision by the Supreme
Court to be allowed to practice animal sacrifice. Each celebration usually begins with
an innovation of Olorun, the supreme deity. Dancing to strong African rhythms con-

While the rites of
Santeria remain
secret and hidden
from outsiders, a
few churches of that
denomination have
emerged that provide
their members an
opportunity to
practice their
faith freely.
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tinues until individuals are possessed by a particular Orisha and allow the spirits to
speak through them.

Possession in Haitian and New Orleans Vodou and Santeria is described as a god
seizing a horse (the human being) who is ridden, sometimes to exhaustion. The all-
powerful god is both distant and close, but too great to concern him/herself with
humans, instead delegating the mediating task to the spirits (the law or loa). There are
hundreds of lwa, who may be the protective spirits of clans or tribes from Africa or dei-
fied ancestors.

While Santeria’s rites are controversial in that they may include the sacrifice of
small animals, it is essentially a benign religion, and it continues to grow among His-
panics in Florida, New York City, and Los Angeles. Some estimates state that there are
over 300,000 practitioners of Santeria in New York alone. Although it was suppressed
in Cuba during the 1960s, lessening of restrictions upon religious practices in the
1990s saw the practitioners of Santeria in that country increase in great numbers.

Macumba

The Macumba religion (also known as Spiritism,
Candomble, and Umbanda) is practiced by a

large number of Brazilians who cherish the ages-old
relationship between a shaman and his or her peo-
ple. In its outward appearances and in some of its
practices, Macumba resembles Voodoo ceremonies.
Trance states among the practitioners are encour-
aged by dancing and drumming, and the evening
ceremony is climaxed with an animal sacrifice.

Macumba was born in the 1550s when the
West African tribal priests who sought to serve their
people with their old religion were forced to give
token obeisance to an array of Christian saints and
the God of their masters. As in the cases of Santeria,
Voodoo, and other adaptations of their original reli-
gious expression, the native priests soon realized how
complementary the two faiths could be. The African
god, Exu, became St. Anthony; Iemanja became Our
Lady of the Glory; Oba became St. Joan of Arc;
Oxala became Jesus Christ; Oxum became Our Lady
of the Conception, and so on. The Africans sum-
moned their Orishas with the sound of their drums
and the rhythm of their dancing. In that regard, the
West Africans were more fortunate than those slaves
in the States, whose masters forbade them to keep
their drums.
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Macumba resembles Voodoo ceremonies, and trance
states among the practitioners are encouraged by
dancing and drumming (art by Ricardo Pustanio).
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From the melding of the two religious faiths and the Africans’ passion for drum-
ming and dancing, the Samba, the rhythm of the saints, was created. The Samba
became a popular dance, and even today is recognized in Brazil as a symbol of nation-
al identity. The dance, synonymous to many as a symbol of Brazil and Carnival, has
also become widely accepted throughout the world. One of the Samba’s derivations is
the Bossa Nova.

King and Queen of the Undead

Baron Samedi is the most famous and the most frightening of the loa spirits. The
Baron is the infamous master of the dead who escorts souls from the graveyard to

the underworld.

However, the Baron does not concern himself only with the dead—he can enter
the realm of the living and force people to do his terrible bidding.

Baron Samedi (Baron Saturday, also Bawon Samedi, or Bawon Sanmdi) is one
of the loa of Haitian Vodou. Samedi is usually depicted with a white top hat, black
tuxedo, dark glasses, and cotton plugs in the nostrils, as if to resemble a corpse dressed
and prepared for burial in the Haitian style. He has a white, frequently skull-like face
(or actually has a skull for a face). He is the head of the Guédé (also Ghede) family of
loa, those gods concerned with death and resurrection.

Many call Baron Samedi the ruling loa or god of New Orleans. He and his bride,
The Great Maman Brigitte, are sometimes referred to as the King and Queen of The
Zombies. Voodooists believe that only through his power can a soul be forced from a
living body and placed between life and death.

On Halloween night, Baron Samedi stands at the Crossroads, where the souls of
dead humans pass on their way to the gate to Guinee, the astral counterpart of the
ancient homeland in Africa. Samedi is a sexual loa, frequently represented by phallic
symbols, and he is also noted for disruption, obscenity, debauchery, and having a par-
ticular fondness for tobacco and rum. As he is the loa of sex and resurrection, he is
often called upon for healing by those near or approaching death. It is only the Baron
who can accept an individual into the realm of the dead. Samedi is considered a wise
judge and a powerful magician.

He as well as Ghede, the most benevolent loa of the dead, often possess individ-
uals whether they are practicing Voodoo-Hoodoos or not. Many have experienced and
documented such possession.

As well as being master of the dead, Baron Samedi is also a giver of life. He can
cure any mortal of any disease or wound—if he thinks it is worth his time to do so. His
powers are especially great when it comes to Voodoo curses and black magic. Even if
somebody has been inflicted by a hex which brings them to the verge of death, they
will not die if the Baron refuses to dig their grave. So long as this mighty spirit keeps
them out of the ground they are safe. What he demands in return depends on his
mood. Sometimes he is content with his followers wearing black, white, or purple
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clothes, and offering a small gift of cigars, rum, black coffee, grilled peanuts, or bread.
On other occasions, the Baron will ask for a Voodoo ceremony in his honor. If he is in
a bad mood, he may dig the grave of his supplicant bury him alive or bring him back
as a mindless zombie.

The spiritual children of Baron and Maman Brigitte are the Ghede loa, the pro-
tectors of the dead. A New World loa, Maman Brigitte is probably traceable back to
the Irish Saint Brigid. The Ghedes are powerful, and will prophesy the future, heal the
sick, give advice, or perform magic of all descriptions. They also exert control over
those who become zombies.

At Voodoo ceremonies, the Ghede possess the Voodooists and dance the banda,
which is a wildly suggestive dance miming sexual intercourse. And in the midst of all
this winding and grinding, these loa keep perfectly straight faces. They have reached
such a deep trance state that it is as if they are cadavers and feel nothing.

Papa Legba (also Papa Ghede) is considered the counterpart to Baron Samedi.
If a child is dying, it is Papa Legba to whom the parents pray. It is believed that he will
not take a life before its time, and that he will protect the little ones.

Papa Ghede is supposed to be the corpse of the first man who ever died. He is
recognized as a short, dark man with a high hat on his head, a cigar in his mouth, and
an apple in his left hand. Papa Ghede is a psychopomp who waits at the Crossroads to
take souls into the afterlife.

Although he was one of the most revered loa in Haitian Voudun, he was even-
tually transformed into the figure of a gentle and loving old man, who stands at the
Guardian of the Centerpost, the Opener of the Gates to any who communicate with
the loa.

Lisa Lee Harp Waugh, a Voodoo reactionary, has many times been in the com-
pany of the Baron Samedi. She suggests that many people in the paranormal field fear
or have not investigated the sacred rites of Voodoo and the many spirit and ghost con-
tacts that occur.

Waugh was called upon to help discover if a young Haitian woman in Miami,
Florida, was actually possessed. Her case drew a lot of local attention in early 2009.
The young woman had been held—or “ridden”—by the spirit since Halloween 2008.
The case has been documented and will be featured in a forth-coming documentary
on Voodoo-Hoodoo possession and exorcism.

REAL MONSTERS, GRUESOME CRITTERS, AND BEASTS FROM THE DARKSIDE [377]

Zombies, Voodoo, and the Undead

Real Monsters  7/17/10  2:16 PM  Page 377



Real Monsters  7/17/10  2:16 PM  Page 378



Armstrong, P.A. The Piasa or the Devil among the Indians. Morris, IL: 1887.
Astuya, Juan Carlos. “Chile Homeowner Terrified by Chupacabras.” Translated by Scott Corrales.

La Estrella de Valparaiso, October 14, 2001: http://www.rense .com/general15/chu.htm.
Barker, Gray. They Knew too Much about Flying Saucers. Kempton, IL: Adventures Unlimited

Press, 1956.
Beckley, Timothy Green. MJ-12 and the Riddle of Hangar 18. New Brunswick, NJ: Inner Light

Publications, 1989.
Berlitz, Charles, and William L. Moore. The Roswell Incident. New York: Grosset & Dunlap,

1980.
Booss, Claire, editor. Scandinavian Folk & Fairy Tales. New York: Gramercy Books, 1984.
Byrne, Peter. The Search for Big Foot: Monster, Myth or Man? Washington, DC: Acropolis Books,

1976.
Carrington, Richard. Mermaids and Mastodons. London: Arrow Books, 1960.
Clark, Jerome, and Loren Coleman. The Unidentified. New York: Warner Paperback Library,

1975.
———, and Loren Coleman. Creatures of the Outer Edge. New York: Warner Books, 1978.
Coleman, Loren. Curious Encounters. Boston and London: Faber & Faber, 1985.
———. Mysterious America. Boston: Faber & Faber, 1985.
———. Mothman and Other Curious Encounters. NY: Paraview Press, 2002.
Corrales, Scott. “How Many Goats Can a Goatsucker Suck?” Fortean Times 89. September

1996, pp. 34–37.
———. Chupacabras and Other Mysteries. Murfreesboro, TN: Greenleaf Publications, 1997.
———, and Colin Bord. Unexplained Mysteries of the 20th Century. Chicago: Contemporary

Books, 1989.
Dash, Mike. Borderlands. New York: Dell Books, 2000.
Del Valle, Fernando. “The ‘Goat Sucker’ Legend Claws Its Way into Texas.” USA Today. May

15, 1996.
Dinsdale, Tim. Loch Ness Monster. 4th ed. Boston: Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1982.
DuBois, Pierre. The Great Encyclopedia of Fairies. Illus. by Roland and Claudine Sabatier. New

York: Simon & Schuster, 2000.
Eisler, Robert. Man into Wolf. London: Spring Books, n.d.
Ellis, Richard. Monsters of the Sea. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1994.
Fodor, Nandor. The Haunted Mind: A Psychoanalyst Looks at the Supernatural. New York: New

American Library, 1968.
———. Between Two Worlds. New York: Paperback Library, 1967.
Friedman, Stanton T., and Don Berliner. Crash at Corona. New York: Paragon Books, 1992.
Froud, Brian. Good Faeries, Bad Faeries. New York: Simon & Schuster, 1998.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

REAL MONSTERS, GRUESOME CRITTERS, AND BEASTS FROM THE DARKSIDE [379]

Real Monsters  7/17/10  2:16 PM  Page 379



REAL MONSTERS, GRUESOME CRITTERS, AND BEASTS FROM THE DARKSIDE[380]

Bibliography

Gordon, Stan. “Additional Pennsylvania Thunderbird Reports,” FarShores Crypto News, October
1, 2001: http://www.100megsfree4.com/farshores/ctbird.htm.

Gordon, Stuart. The Encyclopedia of Myths and Legends. London: Headline Books, 1994.
Green, John. On the Track of the Bigfoot. New York: Ballantine Books, 1973.
Henderson, Mark. “Team ‘Find Traces of Sumatran Yeti.’” London Times, October 29, 2001.
Heuvelmans, Bernard. On the Track of Unknown Animals. New York: Hill & Wang, 1958.
Hurwood, Bernardt J. Vampires, Werewolves, and Ghouls. New York: Ace Books, 1968.
Jones, Alison, ed. Larousse Dictionary of World Lore. New York: Larousse, 1995.
Keel, John A. Strange Creatures from Time and Space. Greenwich, CT: Fawcett Publications, 1970.
———. The Mothman Prophecies. NY: Tor Books, 2002.
Keightley, Thomas. The World Guide to Gnomes, Fairies, Elves, and Other Little People. New

York: Random House, 2000.
Larousse Dictionary of World Folklore. New York: Larousse, 1995.
Mack, Carol K., and Dinah Mack. A Field Guide to Demons, Fairies, Fallen Angels, and Other Sub-

versive Spirits. New York: Holt, 1999.
Mackal, Roy P. The Monsters of Loch Ness. Chicago: The Swallow Press, 1976.
———. Searching for Hidden Animals: An Inquiry into Zoological Mysteries. Garden City, NY:

Doubleday, 1980.
———. A Living Dinosaur? In Search of Mokele-Mbembe. New York: Brill, 1987.
“Man-Beast Hunts in the Far East.” Fortean Times 83, October/November 1995: pp. 18–19.
Martyr, Deborah. “An Investigation of the Orang-Pendek, the ‘Short Man’ of Sumatra.” Cryp-

tozoology 9, 1990: pp. 57–65.
Masters, R. E. L., and Eduard Lea. Perverse Crimes in History. New York: The Julian Press, 1963.
Melton, Gordon J. The Vampire Book: The Encyclopedia of the Undead. 3rd ed. Farmington Hills,

MI: Visible Ink Press, 2011.
Ocejo-Sanchez, Dr. Virgilio. “Eyewitness Describes Flying Chupacabras.” Translated by Mario

Andrade. Miami UFO Center: ufomiami@prodigy.net. Accessed September 21, 2001.
Otto, Steve. “Absolute Kinda Irrefutable Proof of Skunk Ape.” Tampa Tribune.

http://news.tbo.com/news/MGACIN7J3JC.html. Accessed February 13, 2001.
Porco, Peter. “Southwest Alaskans See Bird They Say Is Super Cub-sized.” Anchorage Daily

News, October 15, 2002: http://www.adn. com/ 1962481p-2066841c.html.
Randle, Kevin D., and Donald R. Schmitt. UFO Crash at Roswell. New York: Avon Books, 1991.
———. A History of UFO Crashes. New York: Avon Books, 1995.
———. Conspiracy of Silence. New York: Avon Books, 1997.
Rose, Carol. Spirits, Fairies, Leprechauns, and Goblins: An Encyclopedia. New York: W.W. Nor-

ton & Company, 1998.
Sanderson, Ivan T. Abominable Snowmen: Legend Come to Life. Philadelphia: Chilton Company,

1961.
Simek, Rudolf. Dictionary of Northern Mythology. Translated by Angela Hall. Rochester, NY:

D.S. Brewer, 1993.
Spence, Lewis. The Fairy Tradition in Britain. London: Rider & Company, 1948.
Steiger, Brad. Worlds before Our Own. New York: G.P. Putnam’s Sons, 1978.
———, ed. Project Blue Book: The Top Secret UFO Findings Revealed. New York: Ballantine

Books, 1995.
———. The Werewolf Book: The Encyclopedia of Shape-shifting Beings. Farmington Hills, MI: Vis-

ible Ink Press, 1999.
———. Real Vampires, Night Stalkers, and Creatures from the Darkside. Canton, MI: Visible Ink

Press, 2010.
———. Real Zombies, The Living Dead, and Creatures of the Apocalypse. Canton, MI: Visible Ink

Press, 2010.
———, and Sherry Hansen Steiger. The Gale Encyclopedia of the Unusual and the Unexplained.

Farmington Hills, MI: Thomson-Gale, 2003.

Real Monsters  7/17/10  2:16 PM  Page 380



A
Abandonero, 162–63, 163 (ill.)
abductions, human, 65, 149, 264, 318
Abominable Koffman, 226–27
Abominable Sandman, 213–15
Abominable Snowman, 222 (ill.). see

also Yeti
Abominable Koffman, 226–27
attempted capture of, 223–24
in the Caucasus Mountains, 226–27
in China, 229–30
friendly contact with, 227
Lady X of the Altai Mountains,

225–26
on Mt. Everest, 222
in Russia, 226–27
sightings of, 221–23
survival of Neanderthals, 228–29
in Tibet, 229
U.S. National Wildlife expedition,

227–28
Yeti evidence, 228
Yeti scalp found, 224
Zana, story of, 224–25

aboriginals, 342
Achba, Prince, 224, 226
Acosta, Jose Antonio Lorente, 220
Adam, 115, 344
Admiral Byrd’s Secret Journey Beyond the

Poles (Swartz), 165
Africa

dinosaurs in, 75–80
lake monsters in, 204
Macumba in, 375

Mambu-mutu of, 124
Voodoo in, 369, 371–73, 376

African catfish, 78
African lions, 3–4
Agachikishi, 227
Agathodaemons, 342
Age of Man, 81, 86
Age of Reptiles, 81, 84, 88, 109, 208,

280–81
Agharta, 150, 156
Agina, Paulos, 355
Agobard, Archbishop, 18
Ahrimanes, 342–43
Ainu, 273
The Ainu and Their Folklore (Batchelor),

273
aircraft, thunderbirds the size of,

307–10, 312
Akkorokamur, 273
Alaska

Bigfoot in, 38–40
ghosts in, 135
thunderbirds in, 313–14

ALCAN Project, 21
Aldebaran aliens, 158
Aleutian Islands, 314
Alexander, 115
aliens, 232 (ill.), 238 (ill.), 243 (ill.),

246 (ill.), 260 (ill.), 317 (ill.), 321
(ill.), 331 (ill.). see also reptilians;
UFO abductors; UFOs

invaders, 260–62
invincible, 236–38
in Kentucky, 236–38

Native Americans’ knowledge of,
246–49

in Ohio, 242–44
in Oregon, 244–46
Roswell, 182, 232–33, 261, 263

Allah, 221
Allegewi tribe, 85
Allegheny Mountains, 85
Allegheny River, 85
Allen, Solomon, 276
Allerton Gardens, 303
Allison, Ralph, 68
Almasti, 173, 222 (ill.), 224 (ill.),

224–25
Alpha Tauri, 157
Alsop, Jane, 174
Altai Mountains, 225–26
Altman, Eric, 34, 171
Amazon River, 101, 194
American Investigating Museum, 85
American Journal of Psychiatry, 360
American Museum of Natural History,

87, 226
American Psychological Evaluation

Corporation, 68
An American Werewolf in London, 361
An American Werewolf in Paris, 361
American Yeti Expedition, 227
anacondas of Brazil, 101–2
Anatomy of Melancholy (Burton), 358
Anclote River, 214
Anderson, Gillian, 261
Anderson, Godfrey, 202
Andrew Jr., Nick, 122

I N D E X

Note: (ill.) indicates photos and illustrations.

REAL MONSTERS, GRUESOME CRITTERS, AND BEASTS FROM THE DARKSIDE [381]

Real Monsters  7/17/10  2:16 PM  Page 381



REAL MONSTERS, GRUESOME CRITTERS, AND BEASTS FROM THE DARKSIDE[382]

Index

Anfinson, George, 107
Angrboda, 46
Annabel, Russell, 246–47
Annunaki. see Nephilim
Antarctica, land beyond, 151
Ape Canyon, 19
apemen, jungle, 192–93 (ill.)

in Balpakram, 190
in China, 190–91
in the Congo, 189
El Sisemite, 192–93
in Guatemala, 192–93
in India, 189–90
in Malaysia, 191–92
Mande Burung, 189–90
mapinguary, 193–94
in the Matto Grosso, 193–94
in Meghalaya, 189–90
new, 189
odor of, 193
orang pendek, 194–95
santu sakai, 191–92
in Tibet, 191
Yeren, 191, 222 (ill.), 229–30

Apocryphal Books, 345
Apodoca, Chantal, 367–68
Appalachian Mountains, 94
Appleseed, Johnny, 296
Archer Woods Cemetery, 137
Argentina

black panthers in, 2
lake monsters in, 204
UFO abductors in, 319–20, 329

Arizona
ghosts in, 135
giant snakes in, 105–6
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The Beast of Bray Road (Godfrey),

348–49
Beast of Busco, 200–201
Beast of Gevaudan, 357–58
Beast of the Bay, 9
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Benio, Mike, 132
Bennett, Ken, 10
Bennett, Marcella, 253, 255
Bergamini, Joseph, 72
Berger, Howard, 22
Bergier, Jacques, 158
Bernard, Raymond, 151
Berry, A., 87
Berryhill, Walt, 46
Best of the Hollow Earth Hassle (Martin),

165
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in Canada, 19–21, 36–38
in Cannock Chase, 42
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as extraterrestrial, 248–49
in Florida, 19
and flying saucers, 244–46
in Georgia, 19
ghost hunters meet, 28–33
history of, 16–18
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The Deep Dwellers, 345
deer bludgeoned by Bigfoot, 33 (ill.),
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dogs, black, 46 (ill.), 49 (ill.)
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on Mt. Adams, 231
Native Americans’ knowledge of

aliens, 246–49
in New Mexico, 232–33
odor of monsters from, 234, 238–39,

243
snatching people into the sky,
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Investigation Team, 47
Fraser River Valley, 19
Freeman, Charles, 58
French Hunting and Wild Fauna Office,

8
friendly contact with Yeti, 227
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phantom hitchhikers, 141–43
on Route 666, 141
sightings of, 131
in Texas, 140
tribal, 131–32
in Utah, 140
in Vermont, 131, 140
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giant of Presque Isle Peninsula Park,

241–42
giant snakes. see snakes, giant
giants, land of the, 152–53, 157, 163
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Gigantopithecus, 189–90
Gilgamesh, King, 16–17
Gilliam, Holly, 6
Gilliam, R.J., 6
Gilyaks, 18
Gimlin, Bob, 21–23
Gipson, Doristine, 348
Gissar Mountains, 227
Giulana, Helene, 326
Global Communications, 165
Gloucester Harbor, sea serpents in, 274
gnomes, 118 (ill.), 119
goblins, 113–14, 120, 120 (ill.), 124,

128, 182
Godfrey, Linda, 348–51, 349 (ill.), 351

(ill.)
Goeldi Institute, 194
Goering, Hermann, 157–58
gold, dousing for, 24
Gordon, Harry, 362
Gordon, Stan, 312

“Gorilla Man”, 70
Gosse, Philip, 280
Granite Dam, 24
Grant, Damian, 275
Gray, Billy, 235
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(ill.)
haunted mine, monsters in the, 154
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“Steiger’s new book is a mammoth undertak-
ing that should be taken a few chapters at a
time and savored the way one would enjoy a
good meal in one of the author’s haunted
restaurants. Everyone … should have a copy.” 

—FATE magazine

“Whether or not you are inclined to believe in
such things, the hundreds of stories make for
fascinating reading, and many of the photo-
graphs are mesmerizing.” —Cleveland Plain
Dealer

“This excellent collection of ghost encoun-
ters will both warm the heart and scare you
out of your wits.” —Library Journal

“This is actually the most extensive account-
ing of true stories that I have ever seen. If
you are an enthusiast, just curious, or per-

haps just love to read ghost stories, you cannot
miss out.” 

—Midwest Book Review

“This is one of the most complete collections that
I have seen so far and the quality is very good.” 

—Joel Anthony Gray, Director, 
Society for Paranormal Investigation
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