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Preface

A basic element in all religions is the awareness, both intellectual and emotional, of
man’s dependence on non-human powers: powers which we conceive as personal, and
vis-à-vis which we normally stand in a reciprocal relationship. Gods and demons are
the forms taken by these powers, their hypostatizations, as it were, in the shape of light
and darkness, sun and moon, fire and water, bird and snake. The divine can reveal itself
in all the phenomena of nature, just as the demonic can. But it is not only from with-
out that the numinous presents itself to man: it can arise spontaneously in religious
experience as an ‘exponent of feeling’ (Wilamowitz-Moellendorf ), and it can be
divined as ‘a dark abyss . . . which is not accessible to our reason’ (Rudolf Otto). The
images generated in the human mind are, then, representative of stages reached in
man’s understanding and in his knowledge of himself; in a certain sense, indeed, every
divine image has traits which identify it as a self-projection of mankind. As ideal
beings, the gods are what man would like to be; but they are also what he, in his spatio-
temporal imperfection, cannot be.

Every religion has its own conventions and symbols which serve to express the
functions, the aspects and the spheres of competence of the members of its pantheon.
And this means that the conscious and unconscious nexus of conventions specific to
any one religion is hardly, if at all, accessible to believers in another religion, or to those
who believe in no religion at all. Thus, even for the ancient Greeks the animal gods of
the Egyptians were shocking and revolting. And modern man, proud as he is of his
reason and logic, fares no better when he is called upon to recognize an authentic view
of God in the often and – in the most literal sense – obscure rites and images of an alien
religion.

Above all, we must not fail to recognize that the concepts ‘god’ and ‘demon’ are by
no means evenly weighted in the various religions. The innumerable deities of
Hinduism and Buddhism carry about as much significance as angels or saints do in
monotheistic religions. There are mortal gods, gods who die (like Balder and Osiris)
and demonic beings whom death cannot touch (for example, the Devas). The border-
line between gods and demons is fluid (see Asura, or the Nymphs); and with the
Christianization of a people, its erstwhile deities can be devalued to the status of devils
(as in the case of Pan or Dabog) or accepted into the corpus of Christian saints (for
example, Brigit Köndös). From the largely anonymous mass of spirits, gods and
demons are distinguished by being more sharply and individually characterized, as
shown, for example in the bestowal of names upon them.

The present reference work offers a conspectus of all the more important supernat-
ural beings who have acquired ‘personality’ in this sense, both in the pantheons of the



classical cultures and in the world religions of today; and the religious systems of the
so-called ‘primitive’ races are also given their due place. Any attempt at an exhaustive
survey of all the names, functions, symbols and attributes in this field was excluded
from the outset: the mass of material is such that even several volumes could hardly
cope with it. Heroic figures in saga and legend have been included only where this is
justified by their subsequent deification: thus, Aeneas and Heraklés are included, while
the Celtic King Arthur and the Germanic hero Siegfried are not. The same goes for
founders of religions, and for saints: the reader will find Buddha and Lao-zi in these
pages, but neither Muhammad nor Zarathustra. Mythological detail has been intention-
ally cut to a minimum. There is no entry for Christ: for various reasons, adequate treat-
ment of this figure lies outside the scope of the present work. The reader’s attention is
directed particularly to the two appendices, in which the individual gods and demons
are classified from various points of view.

The illustrations serve only to lighten the text, and are not intended to be in any way
a scientifically exact iconography. It should be borne in mind that in the case of certain
cultures it is hardly possible to find suitable matter for illustrative purposes and that
certain peoples and religions have a pronounced antipathy to images and representation
of any sort.

Manfred Lurker
Oberkirch, May 1984
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Note on transcription and 
pronunciation

1 Greek and Latin English forms in general currency are used instead of their
Greek or Latin equivalents: thus, Jupiter for Iup(p)iter, Centaurs, Nymphs, etc.
Apart from these special cases, Greek and Latin names are taken as in the original
German text, with changes in spelling where necessary. Head-words in the origi-
nal text carry stress-marks based on: H. Hunger, Lexikon der griechischen und
römischen Mythologie, 6th edn, 1969. These are retained.

2 Sanskrit and Vedic Standard transcription is used for Sanskrit and Vedic names,
based on Macdonell, Sanskrit-English Dictionary, OUP, 1924. The distinction
between the dental series: t, d, n, s; the retroflex series: t, d, j, s; and the palatal
series: c, j, ñ, f, has been retained. Here, s and f are both pronounced as sh; t, d, j
are the same sounds as are heard in English t, d, n; t, d, n are their continental
counterparts (as in Italian); ñ is the Spanish ñ.

3 The sh sound where it otherwise occurs – particularly in ancient Near Eastern and
Egyptian names – is transcribed as š. This letter also represents sh in the two Baltic
languages, Lithuanian and Latvian. In Yoruba, sh is represented by s.

4 Chinese For Chinese names the modern pinyin romanization has been used,
though tone marks have been disregarded; x is something like the sh in ship, q is
like the ch in cheese; p, t, k are heavily aspirated; b, d, g are not voiced.

5 Wherever it occurs, ž is pronounced as j in French ‘journal’.
6 In Aztec and Maya names, c before e and i � s; before a, o, u � k.



Aatxe (Basque, ‘young bull’) Evil
spirit in the shape of a bull which, the
Basques believe, leaves its cave on stormy
nights, and which may often assume
human form. Under the name Etsai (i.e.
devil) it instructs its devotees in its arts.

Abaddon (Hebrew, ‘downfall’, ‘ruin’)
In the Old Testament, the word refers
to the underworld, the place of destruc-
tion (e.g. Job 26: 2; 28: 22). In the
Apocalypse, it means the angel of hell,
the lord of the plague of locusts
(Revelation 9: 7–11). Known in Greek as
Apollyon, i.e. destroyer.

Abat(t)ur A mythical figure of the
Mandaeans. At the last judgment it
weighs souls and/or their deeds. The name
derives from Persian and is construed as
meaning ‘bearer of the scales’.

Abellio A Gallic local deity, known
from inscriptions in the Garonne valley.
He has been interpreted as a god of apple-
trees.

Abgal (Apkallu) Seven Sumerian spir-
its deriving from the Abzu (→ Apsu)
and subject to Enki. It is probable that
they reflect legendary antediluvian
kings. Some of the Abgal are conceived
as fish-men.

Abhiyoga Generic name of the servile
gods in Jainism; they help the supreme
gods (→ Indra) to create rain and
darkness.

Abora The supreme being worshipped
by the Canary Islanders on the island of
Palma. The god sat in heaven and caused
the stars to move.

Abraxas

A

(variants Abrasax, Abraxis) Occult
theonym used in Graeco-Oriental gnosti-
cism. In Greek values, the letters add up
to 365, corresponding thus to the number
of days in the year. The hebdomad of let-
ters was associated with the seven plan-
ets. Abraxas stones were used as amulets
and usually show the god with the
torso and the arms of a man, the head of
a cock and serpent legs. In scientific liter-
ature he is also known as Angnipede �
‘snake-feet’.

Abu Sumerian god of vegetation.
According to one tradition he was born
from the skull of → Enki, an image of
the emergence of plants from the earth’s
surface.

Abundantia Roman goddess personi-
fying abundance (abundantia). She lived
on in the Lady Habonde (Abundia) of



French popular belief, who visits people’s
houses by night bringing prosperity.

Acala ‘The Immovable’, a divinity in
Indian Buddhism. As ‘Protector of the
Teaching’ his image stands before tem-
ples to ward off those hostile to the
Buddhist doctrine. He has three eyes and
six arms, and he grinds his teeth. His
weapons include the sword, the thunder-
bolt (Vajra), the axe and the noose.

Acaviser → Lasas

Achelóos Greek river-god bearing the
same name as the river which runs into
the Ionian Sea. The son of → Okeanos
and of → Tethys. The myth tells how
Achelóos fought the hero Heraklés for
possession of the Deinaeira, taking the
form first of a snake, then of a bull. He
married the muse Melpomene, and the →
Sirens were supposed to be his daughters.
Under the name Achlae, Achelóos is
attested in Etruria from the sixth century
BC onwards, and is represented as heav-
ily bearded and with the horns of a bull.

Achilleus (Latin, Achilles) Hero of
Greek legend. The young Achilleus had
been dipped by his mother → Thetis in
the water of the Styx to make him invul-
nerable, but the water did not touch the
heel by which she held him (hence
‘Achilles’ heel’). In the Trojan War he was
slain by Paris. Achilleus was venerated as
a hero throughout Greece. In the Black
Sea area he had divine status, and was
known from the Hadrian era onwards by
the epithet Pontarchos � ruler of the sea.

Acoran The supreme being, wor-
shipped by the inhabitants of Gran
Canaria in the Canary Islands. Temples to
him were erected in remote mountain
places difficult of access, and these affor-
ded inviolable asylum. A daily offering of
milk was made to the god by maidens
clad in white leather.

Adad

2 Acala

(in Syria, Hadad) Babylonian god of
weather and rain; the name is usually
written with the cuneiform character for
‘wind’. He was thought of as son of
the supreme god → An. His epithets
‘Dyke-warden of Heaven’ and ‘Lord of
Abundance’ identify him as the beneficent
giver. If he withholds the rains, drought
and famine ensue. His symbolical animal
was the bull, his sign was a cluster of
lightning flashes. An ancient hymn
describes how heaven and earth rise
before the god, who is also called
Ramman (� thunder). The illustration
(a seal motif ) shows him in a robe adorned
with astral signs and with a tall hat deco-
rated on top with feathers; in his hand he
holds the pincer-shaped bolts of lightning.

Adam(m)as The parental godhead of
the Naassenes, a gnostic movement in
Phrygia; conceived as a father-mother
syzygy, the ‘parents of the aeons’.

Adam Kadmon According to the
Kabbala (a Jewish mystical movement) the



Beng A gipsy name for the devil. He
often engages God in a trial of strength,
but is always beaten. He dwells in the
woods and prefers to go about his shady
business by night.

Benten

some Alpine districts it is customary to
place food for her on the roof on
Perchtentag (Epiphany). The → Perchten
are called after her.

Berekyndai In Phrygia, the divine
attendants of the Magna Mater (→
Kybéle).

Bes

Beset 33

In Japan, the Buddhist goddess of elo-
quence and music, patron saint of the
geishas, and reckoned as one of the
seven → Shichi-Fukujin, the gods of
good luck. She is represented wearing a
jewelled diadem and holding in her hands
a stringed instrument. Her name is some-
times written as Benzaiten.

Bercht Perchta is an alternative form,
and she is also called Frau Berta or
Eisenberta. As a midwinter spirit she goes
back to pre-Christian times in Germany;
but with the coming of Christianity she
became the personification of the night
preceding Epiphany (6 January) called
perahtun naht in Old High German. She
appears in various guises: as Butzenbercht,
the bringer of gifts, as ‘Spinnstubenfrau’
(spinning-room woman) who visits houses
by night, and then again as ‘stomach-
slasher’, ‘bogey-woman’. Traces of the cult
once surrounding her still survive: thus, in

In ancient Egypt, a half-demonic half-
divine figure which occurs also in the plu-
ral. The Bes has a grotesque face and
a dwarfish body. To begin with, he carried
a lion-skin on his back, of which only the
ears and the tail survived into later times.
His most important attributes are the
Sanoose (a symbol of protection), knives
as defensive weapons and musical instru-
ments whose sounds scare off evil spirits.

Beset A female → Bes, belief in
whom was particularly widespread in the
time of the Ptolemies. The lion’s tail is
missing from her attributes; instead, she
has a crown of feathers. Like Bes, her
function is apotropaic.



Bestla In the Edda, the daughter of the
giant Bolthorn, and the mother of the god
→ Odin. Her name is interpreted as mean-
ing ‘giver of bast’, which would identify
her as a goddess of the yew tree; alterna-
tively as ‘tree-bark’, a reading which
would made Odin a god born from a tree.

Bethel The word really means ‘the
house of God’, but it is found as a divine
name in Canaan. There is an identical
place-name in the Old Testament (Genesis
31: 13) which has certainly nothing to do
with the non-Biblical god. On the other
hand, the reference in Jeremiah 48: 13 is
probably to the god Bethel.

Bhaga (Sanskrit ‘dispenser’; Iranian
baga � god) In the Vedic religion, one
of the → Adityas. He is invoked as a giver
of good fortune and prosperity, and in
addition he is the god of marriage, to
whom the month of spring is dedicated.

Bhagavan (Bhagwan: Sanskrit � the
exalted one, the sublime one) In the
Indian Bhagavata sect a designation for
the supreme god, later identified with the
god → Visju and with his incarnation →
Krisja. Certain aboriginal tribes in India,
like the Bhil, have taken over the Sanskrit
word → Bhagwan, as the name of their
highest god.

Bhagwan Supreme god of the Bhil
people (in north-west Central India).
Bhagwan was originally alone, but then
he created the other gods and made them
bearers of light. He is known by other
names such as Parmesar (‘the highest’)
and Andate (‘Giver of corn’). He is also
judge of the dead.

Bhairava (Sanskrit � the terrible one)
This Indian god is regarded as an emana-
tion of → Fiva having been born from the
space between Fiva’s eyebrows. He is
endowed with four or six arms and a

fierce visage with protruding canine
teeth; he is festooned with snakes, and he
carries a garland of skulls and a bowl full
of blood. His sacred animal is the dog,
and he often rides on one. Bhairava is
regarded as a heavenly watchman, and it
is customary to offer him small figures of
dogs made out of sugar.

Bhaisajyaguru (‘Master of medicine’)
A → Buddha of the healer’s art, who
makes his appearance as early as the
fourth century AD. He is probably a deifi-
cation of → Gautama Buddha in his
capacity as medicine-man. His paradise
lies in the east and is floored with lapis
lazuli. In China he is called Yao-xi, in
Japan Yaku-shi. He is usually shown hold-
ing in his right hand the bitter medicinal
fruit of die myrobalan.

Bhavanavasin One of the four main
categories of gods in Jainism; they dwell
in the upper regions of the underworld, in
a place ‘gleaming with jewels’.

Bhima (Sanskrit � the terrible one)
Several aboriginal Indian tribes have
taken this name from Hindu mythology to
designate a god who seems to be associ-
ated with sky and weather.

Bhrkuti A female deity in the
Buddhist pantheon. She has one head and
four arms, she is yellow in colour and
young. With her right hands she makes
the gesture signifying that a wish has
been granted, and holds a garland of
roses; in her left hands she holds her
attributes – the triple staff (the three
staves bound together which a Brahman
could carry to show he had renounced the
world) and a waterpot. She is located on
the moon and bears on her head the like-
ness of → Amitabha.

Bhutadamara (‘Lord of the demons’)
One of the grim and terrible gods in
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Buddhism. He has one head and four arms;
he is of dire appearance, and his three eyes
are underlined in red. He is black in hue,
but that does not prevent him from shining
like a thousand suns. Eight snakes adorn
him, and his crown is decorated with five
skulls. It is his duty and function to hold all
demons in check; and he even tramples on
the god → Aparajita.

Bhutas In India, a designation for
demons who can assume the most var-
ied assortment of shapes – horses, pigs,
giants, etc.

Bia A child of the queen of the Greek
underworld, → Styx, and the constant
companion of → Zeus. His name (bia �
power, strength) suggests that he may be
no more than a hypostatization of the
father of the gods.

Biegg-Olmai → Olmai

Bilwis (Middle High German pilwiz)
In the earliest references to him, in texts
from Bavaria and Austria, he appears as a
nature spirit who uses a sort of missile to
cure illnesses. At the end of the Middle
Ages, however, there is a switch in mean-
ing, and the erstwhile demonic creature
turns into a magician, or even a female
witch. Bilwis is also known in east
Germany, where he appears as a man
endowed with demonic powers and with
sickles attached to his feet; at night he
cuts narrow strips into corn-fields (hence
‘Bilmesschneider’, Bilmes-cutter), or
chooses some other way to rob the farmer
of part of his crops. Today, in popular
belief, he is little more than a bogeyman.

Binbeal → Bunjil

Bisham → Shichi-Fukujin

Bochica Culture-hero of the Muisca
Indians in Colombia. He gave his people
laws and taught them handicrafts. His

figure finally coalesced with that of the
sun-god.

Bodhisattva In Buddhism a being
(sattva) intent on achieving enlighten-
ment (bodhi). The Chinese term is Pu-sa,
the Japanese Bo-satsu. Bodhisattva is the
→ Buddha to be, whose compassion for
humanity is so great that at times he
renounces achievement of Buddhahood.
Originally, this was taken to mean no
more than the historical Buddha before
his enlightenment, but in die sequel the
number of Bodhisattvas became infinite
thanks to the concept of ‘future Buddhas’.
They are heavenly beings who bring sal-
vation (for example → Avalokitefvara,
and → Mañjufri), who are worshipped in
ceremonial ritual and who are invoked in
any and every case of need or distress.
The eight ‘great Bodhisattvas’ are called
Mahabodhisattvas. Iconographically the
Bodhisattvas are shown robed as princes
and bearing a five-leaved crown.

Boldogasszony (also known as Kis-
boldogasszony or Nagyboldogasszony)
Virgin goddess of the ancient Hungarians,
‘the great and rich queen’ whose milk is
holy. She is the protector of mother and
child. With the coming of Christianity,
she was transformed into the figure of the
Virgin Mary as the ‘divine princess’, the
‘queen’, the mother of the Hungarian
people.

Bolla A demonic snake-like being in
Albanian popular belief; called Bullar in
South Albania. It is only on St George’s
day that it opens its eyes, and if it should
then see a human being it will devour
him. After twelve years the Bulla turns
into the fearsome → Kulshedra.

Bonchor A god once worshipped by
the ancient Berbers in what is now north
Tunisia. He may possibly have corre-
sponded to the Roman god → Jupiter.

Bonchor 35



Bor(r) In Germanic myth the son of →
Bur, and father of the gods → Odin, →
Vili and Ve. No cult of any kind was
attached to him.

Boréas In Greek mythology, the per-
sonification of the harsh north wind. He
surprises Oreithyia, the daughter of the
King of Athens, at play and abducts her to
his homeland in Thrace. When a Persian
war fleet was decimated in a violent
storm, Boréas achieved cult status in
Athens and was duly worshipped.

Borvo A Gallic god. The root of his
name (bor) is supposed to signify ‘boil’,
‘bubble’, and the god himself is associ-
ated with curative mineral springs.

Bragi (Old Icelandic bragr � the most
distinguished) North German god of
the art of poetry. He is first mentioned in
late texts, and this has prompted the sus-
picion that he is in fact an historically
attested Skald of the same name, who was
subsequently promoted to mythological
status. No cult seems to have been
attached to his name; → Idun is men-
tioned as his wife.

Brahma

This is properly the masculine form of the
Sanskrit word brahman, and it designates
the personification of → Brahman in
Indian religion. Originally, Brahma was
regarded as the head of the → Trimurti:
he was creator and director of the world,
and he was the supreme god of the
Devadeva (the gods). He was pictured
with four heads and in his four hands he
holds the four Vedas, the holy scriptures
of ancient India. Among his other attrib-
utes are a vessel containing water from
the Ganges, and a garland of roses; he
rides on a Hamsa (i.e. a goose) which
becomes, by poetic licence, a swan. His
spouse is → Sarasvati. In recent times, the
figure of Brahma has lost much of its for-
mer prestige. He is now god of wisdom
and progenitor of the Brahmins. An epi-
thet used frequently in connection with
him is Kamalasana – ‘he who sits on the
lotus’.

Brahman (Sanskrit neuter noun)
Originally this word designated the Vedic
magic incantation or sacred formula; then
it came to mean the power inherent in the
utterance, the power which enables the
gods to perform their mythic functions
and which enables the Vedic priests
(Brahmans) to undertake the sacred rites.
Finally, in the Upanisads, this holy power
becomes the omnipotent, indeed the cre-
ative principle, the original cosmic
ground, the world-soul. One text
describes Brahman as the ‘wood’ from
which heaven and earth are built. In the
Fatapatha-Brahmaja, Brahman is con-
strued as a personal and supernatural
being.

Bress Irish god of fertility. According
to the myth, he is a son of the King of
Fomore, but is adopted by the → Tuatha
De Danann. In the sequel, Bress himself
becomes king and oppresses the Tuatha
De Danann, until the latter win in a final
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decisive battle. Bress won freedom from
the gods, thanks to his services in
instructing the people of Ireland in the art
of agriculture.

Brhaspati (also found as Brahmajaspati
� Lord of prayer) Vedic god, who for-
wards the prayers of human beings to the
gods. He is ‘born from the great light in
the highest heaven’ and he drives dark-
ness away with roars from his sevenfold
mouth. In Vedic mythology he appears as
the protector of cows, and as the regent of
the planet Jupiter; in this latter capacity
he is pictured as golden-yellow and bear-
ing a staff, a garland of prayers (a prayer-
ring) and a water-pot.

Brigantia A goddess (of victory?)
known from inscriptions found in Britain.
Her name is derived from the Celtic word
brig (� hill, height), which is also the
root of the name of the Brigantes, who
lived in what is now Wales. The goddess
may be connected with the Irish → Brigit,
but this is not certain.

Brigit (Irish brig � power, authority)
Daughter of the god → Dagda, and
patroness of smiths, poets and doctors.
She was associated with the ritual fires of
purification, and the feast of Imbolc, on
1 February, was in her honour. Later, she
was taken over by Christian hagio-graphy
and was venerated in Kildare as the
holy Brigit, who was supposed to tend the
holy fire along with 19 nuns.

Britómartis A virgin goddess peculiar
to Crete, who later on merged with the
figure of → Artemis. The pre-Greek
name was interpreted in late classical
times as meaning something like ‘sweet
virgin’.

Buchis The holy bull venerated in the
ancient Egyptian town of Hermonthis,
near Thebes. He was supposed to be the

‘living image’ of the god → Month,
though he also figured as the herald of the
sun-god → Re. His brood-cows were
regarded as holy in their capacity of
‘those who gave birth to Re’. The bull was
characterized by a white body and a black
head.

Buddha

Buddha 37

(Sanskrit ‘the awakened one’, ‘the
enlightened one’) The designation of
one who has attained illumination or
enlightenment (bodhi), the highest aim in
Buddhism. The Buddha can be recog-
nized by 32 cardinal and 80 secondary
bodily characteristics: e.g. on the sole of
each foot is a wheel with a thousand
spokes. The most important Buddha is the
historical one (→ Gautama Buddha).
Three or six Buddhas are supposed to
have lived before him, and he will be fol-
lowed by the fifth Buddha (→ Maitreya).
No less than 54 Buddhas are mentioned in
the ‘Lalitavistara’, and their number
becomes infinite in later tradition. The
five → Dhyani-Buddhas form a special
group. Once a Buddha has entered



Nirvana he ceases to have any sort of rela-
tionship with the world and he can no
longer be reached even by prayer. In
Hinduism, Buddha is reckoned to be the
ninth Avatara of → Visju, he who intro-
duces the present age of decadence. The
Chinese name for Buddha is → Fo; the
Japanese is Butsu.

Buddhakapala (‘Buddha-skull’) A
god in Tantrism, similar to → Heruka. He
is of powerful build, bluish-black in
colour, has one face and four arms, and is
festooned with bones. As attributes he
carries a knife, an hour-glass drum, a
cudgel and a cranium. His female partner –
his prajña – is shown embracing him.

Budha In India, the regent of the
planet Mercury. He is regarded as the son
of the moon-god (→ Soma); he wears yel-
low garments and carries yellow garlands.
His attributes are the sword, the shield
and the club, and he rides on a lion.

Bukura e dheut (‘the beauty of the
earth’) Old fairy-like creature in
Albanian folklore and folk-tale. She is
always ready to help, and so powerful that
she can undertake tasks that would nor-
mally be the province of God or of an
angel. Her castle is guarded by all sorts of
weird and wonderful creatures. She often
develops a demonic dimension and is
then in touch with the underworld.

Bukuri i qiellit (‘the beautiful one in
heaven’) A designation for God which
is current in Christian circles in Albania.
It goes back to ancient Illyrian times,
when three gods divided themselves into
heaven, ocean and underworld.

Bulaing Female divinity of creation in
the religion of the Australian Karadjeri.
She is an immortal being living in heaven,

who has created all things and all crea-
tures. The word bulaing is also used to
denote the mythical serpents.

Buluga (also Puluga) The supreme
god of the Negritos on the Andaman
Islands. He is regarded as immortal,
omniscient and invisible, he has created
the world and mankind, and sees to it that
his commandments are obeyed. His
female counterpart, the supreme being of
female sex, lives in the northern part of
the archipelago; she is called Biliku. The
wind is supposed to be Buluga’s breath,
and his voice is heard in the thunder.

Bumba Supreme being, creator and
progenitor of the Boshongo, a Bantu tribe
in Africa. In the beginning, he was alone;
there was then nothing except darkness
and water. Then Bumba was smitten by
agonizing stomach pains, and he spat out
the sun, the moon and, finally, living
creatures. Mankind came last of all.

Bunjil (Bundjil � falcon) The
supreme being of the Australian Kulin.
This being formed the first humans, and it
blew its breath into their mouths until
they began to stir. It is not usual to refer to
this being by name; usually it is called
‘our father’. Its son is Binbeal, the rain-
bow. In the Karnai tribe, only initiates
know of Bunjil’s existence.

Bur(i) A mythical primeval being in
the religious system of the Germanic
tribes. He was the first man and the pro-
genitor of the gods. He came forth from
a salty block of ice when the primeval cow
Audhumla licked it. His son is → Bor.

Burijay A god of the Kassites who
attacked Babylonia in the sixteenth century
BC. He was called ‘Lord of lands’.
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God C A Maya god whose name is
unknown. He was connected with the first
day of creation (Chuen) and may well
have been an astral deity (the Polar Star or
Venus).

Cáca Roman goddess, sister of →
Cácus.

Cácus Originally a pre-Roman god of
fire, whose cult at the Palatine was ousted
by the Greek hero Euandros. Cacus was
then seen as the son of → Vulcanus:
a fire-spitting fiend who lived in a cave
on the Aventine Hill and slew passers-by.

Cagn Chief god of the Bushmen in
South Africa. He was the first being, at
whose command all things arose. He
created the animals to serve man.

Cai-Shen The Chinese god of riches.
He has been identified at different times
with various historical personalities. He is
said to have been a hermit endowed with
supernatural powers; thus he was able to
ride on a black tiger.

Cakravartin (‘he who turns the wheel’)
An appellation for a world ruler in Indian
Buddhism. His birth and his youthful
years are closely similar to those of a →
Buddha, and like a Buddha he has 32 car-
dinal characteristics on his body. He is the
lord of the wheel (cakra) which symbol-
izes the Teaching. A Cakravartin can only
be born when there is no Buddha
on the earth. According to Jainist teach-
ing, a Cakravartin has 14 ‘jewels’ (ratna):
first and foremost a wheel, then a fell
(pelt), a staff, a sunshade, a jewel, a conch,
a woman, a sword, a general, a house-
father, a master-builder, a priest, a steed
and an elephant.

Camaxtli Tribal god of the Chichimec.
Originally an astral god, he became the
Aztec god of hunting and of fate; on his
body he bore the signs of the twenty days.
In addition, he is the leader of warriors
slain in battle or offered in human sacri-
fice, whose souls become stars in the
eastern sky.

Camunda Hindu goddess, a manifes-
tation of the terrible → Durga. Her name
seems to be derived from the names of
two demons Canda and Munda, whom
she is supposed to have slain. She is por-
trayed as black or red in colour, and she is
often seated upon a demon. Her vehicle is
an owl, and she prefers to frequent grave-
yards.

Candamius Old Hispanic god, whose
name lives on in many place-names in
central and north-west Spain. He was
probably a mountain god who had celes-
tial connections; he was claimed by the
Romans as a variant of Jupiter.

Cavwarosava (Candamaharosana � the
angry and passionate one) One of the
wild or unruly gods of Buddhism. He has
one head and two arms, he squints, he has
a big mouth with bared tusks. He carries
a white snake as a sort of sacred cord, and
he wears a tiger skin. His crown bears the
image of → Aksobhya. His right hand
holds a sword; his left hand is placed over
his heart and bears a snake. He is occa-
sionally equated with → Acala.

Candra (Sanskrit, candra � the shining
or lovely one) Indian moon-god. He is
white in colour and wears white gar-
ments, and he drives a shining white char-
iot, which is drawn by ten white horses or
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by a white antelope. In later times, Candra
became merely another name for →
Soma.

Cao Dai (Chinese Gao-tai � high ter-
race) The supreme being in Caodaism,
a syncretic religion which made its
appearance in Vietnam as late as 1919.
His symbol is an eye inscribed in a heart.
He is regarded as creator and redeemer,
and is identified both with Jehovah and
with → Yu-huang Shang-di, the supreme
god of Taoism.

Cao Guo-jiu One of the ‘Eight
Immortals’ (→ Ba Xian). Tradition has it
that to him riches and honours were no
more than dust. He is patron saint of
actors. His attributes are a pair of board-
like castanets.

Cariociecus Old Hispanic war-god,
identified by the Romans with → Mars.

Caruincho → Pariacaca

Castor and Pollux The Latin names
for → Kastor and Polydeukes.

Castur and Pultuce The Etruscan
version of the → Dioskúroi, the pair of
heavenly twins whom the Etruscans took
over from the Greeks (→ Kastor and
Polydeukes). In the Etruscan setting, the
Dioskúroi coalesced with an older pair of
twin brothers, the Tindaridai (‘scions of
→ Tin’). Their representation follows the
classical iconographic model.

Cath (Cautha) Etruscan sun-god, known
also under the name of Usil (� sun?). He
is uniquely represented as rising from the
sea, bearing on his head the flaming disc
of the sun; in each hand he holds a ball
of fire.

Caturmaharajas (Chinese tian wang)
In Buddhist cosmogony these are the four
great kings who guard and control the four
quarters of the world; they correspond to

the → Lokapalas of Hinduism. They are
enthroned on the invisible and holy
world-mountain of Meru, whence they
extend their protection to Buddhist
truth (dharma) in all parts of the world.
To begin with, they are regarded as
benevolent beings, but with the rise of
Tantrism they turn into warlike and
menacing figures who inspire fear. The
North is guarded by → Vaifravana, the
West by the red → Virupaksa, the South
by → Virudhaka, and the East by →
Dhrtarastra.

Cautes and Cautopates Companions
of the god → Mithra, particularly associ-
ated with him in the ritual slaughter of a
bull. One has a raised, the other a lowered
torch; and this has led scholars to see in
them representatives of day and night, the
onset of spring and of autumn, life and
death. The etymology of the names is
unclear.

Centaurs
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Fabulous creatures in Greek mythology;
wild and half-animal, they had a human
torso and the body of a horse. They dwelt
in thick forests and in the mountains, and
seem to have been nature demons of some
kind. One of the best known Centaurs was
→ Cheiron.



Ceres Old Italic goddess of agricul-
ture, in religious observance closely con-
nected with the earth goddess → Tellus.
Ceres was supposed to be the daughter of
→ Saturn and of → Ops. She causes liv-
ing things to emerge from her bosom, into
which they are gathered again after death.
Like the Greek → Demeter, she was also
a goddess of fertility and of marriage: Her
temple on the Aventine Hill was a central
point for the plebs, the common people.
Her feast, the Cerealia, was celebrated on
19 April.

Ceres Africana A North African god-
dess of the harvest, mentioned by
Tertullian. She is also known as Ceres
Punica. The Latin name hides an
autochthonous fertility goddess.

Cernunnos

the underworld. In a few cases he is por-
trayed with coins. Cernunnos may in fact
be a pre-Celtic god (game preservation?).

Cghene Supreme being in the reli-
gious belief of the Isoko in south Nigeria.
Cghene is regarded as the creator and
father of all Isoko; he is utterly remote
and inaccessible, and has neither temple
nor priests. There is however a mediator
between him and mankind – a post or
stake, carved from a tree (Oyise).

Chac The rain-god of the Maya, corre-
sponding to the Aztec → Tlaloc. In addi-
tion, he is one of the four gods who
represent the four cardinal points or heav-
enly directions (→ Bacab). His cult centres
on the sacred well at Chichen Itza.

Chalchihuitlicue (Chalchiuhtlicue �
she who has the green cloak of jewels)
Aztec goddess of flowing waters, the
spouse of the raingod → Tlaloc. She was
also a goddess of vegetation, particularly
concerned with causing the maize crops
to flourish. Her attribute is a rattle on
a stick; she has a watery-green shirt and
coat which are adorned with water-lilies.

Charítes (Greek charein � to rejoice)
In the beginning there was very probably
only one Charis, the spouse of →
Hephaistos. As a trinity, the Graces
appear first in Hesiod, where they are
named: Aglaia (splendour), Euphrosine
(cheerfulness) and Thaleia (blossom). In
mythology and in art they appear in the
retinue of → Aphrodíte or of → Apóllon,
and bring beauty and pleasure to
mankind. The → Horai are closely associ-
ated with them. The → Gratiae corre-
spond to the Charites in the Roman
pantheon.

Cháron In Greek mythology the ferry-
man who rows the dead over the border
river (Acheron, Styx) to the underworld,
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A Celtic god who sits in the so-called
Buddha attitude, his head adorned with
a set of antlers. He is thus portrayed on
the Gundestrup cauldron. His name has
been taken to mean ‘the horned one’. He
seems to have been mainly concerned
with fertility and with wealth, though he
also seems to have been associated with



and delivers them at the entrance to
Hades. He is paid by putting a coin
(obolos) in the mouth of the dead person.
Originally, Charon was a demon of death
in the shape of a dog. He persists in mod-
ern Greek folklore as Charos, only now
he rides a black horse which sweeps the
dead along with it by means of its wooden
saddle.

Charontes Male and female demons
of death in the Etruscan religion; they are
most frequently shown bearing hammers.
The name is derived from → Charun.

Charun A male demon in the under-
world of the Etruscans. His attribute is
a hammer which he carries on his shoul-
der, or on which he supports himself. He
has a nose like a vulture’s, pointed animal
ears and, often, snakes growing on his
head instead of hair. Frequently he is
shown with wings. Charun escorts the
dead, and watches over the portals of
graves. His name is connected with that
of the Greek → Charon.

Chasca Coyllur In pre-Columbian
Peru, the god of flowers and protector of
maidens.

Cheíron (Chiron, Greek cheir � hand)
Originally a Thessalian god of the art of
healing. He owes his name to his skill
with his hands. In Greek mythology he is
the son of → Kronos, a wise → Centaur,
well-disposed towards men, who instructs
→ Asklepiós in the curative skills. In his
cave on Mount Pelion he reared many
famous heroes (Achilles, for example)
until finally he was struck by a poisoned
arrow fired by → Herakles, and voluntar-
ily renounced his immortality in favour of
→ Prometheus.

Cheng-huang This Chinese designa-
tion was originally applied to chthonic
gods and subsequently transferred to

local gods, tutelary deities who are
responsible for a district and its inhabi-
tants. The Cheng-huang are terrestrial
gods in that they supervise districts, look
after law and order and ward off danger.

Chensit Goddess of the twentieth
nome of Lower Egypt, who took the form
of the uraeus snake and was then associ-
ated with the tutelary deity → Sopdu. She
may be portrayed bearing either the crown
of → Hathor or the feather of → Maat,
or both.

Chentechtai This is the Grecianized
form of the Egyptian appellation Chenti-
cheti. To begin with, he was a crocodile
god but soon took on the form of a falcon;
he is also connected with → Kemwer, the
black bull of Athribis. Finally he con-
verges with → Osiris, so much so that he
is referred to as ‘Osiris who dwells in
Athribis’.

Chenti-irti (Machenti-irti) A falcon-
god venerated in the Egyptian city of
Letopolis, who was identified with →
Horus as far back as the Old Kingdom.
His main characteristic is that, in corre-
spondence with the myth of the lost lunar
or solar eye, he is conceived as having no
eyes. As a judge, he looks after law and
order.

Chepre (Chepri) The appellation given
to the scarab, the dung-beetle worshipped
in Heliopolis in its aspect as primeval
god. The scarab is then ‘he who arose
from himself’, who came forth from the
earth without any generative process.
Very early on, he was taken as a manifes-
tation of → Atum, and finally equated
with → Re. The sun-god arises as Chepre,
newly born from the underworld, and
makes his appearance in the heavens. As
a primeval god, Chepre can assume the
shape of a snake; in human shape he is
portrayed as bearing a scarab on his head.
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one’, and the goddess is bound up with
the regenerative forces of vegetation. As
the tutelary goddess of Lower Egypt she
is the counterpart of the Upper Egyptian
vulture-goddess → Nechbet. Uto is equated
with the uraeus of the monarch, thus
becoming a manifestation of the solar eye.

Utu Sumerian sun-god. His main role
is that of a guardian of justice. In other
respects he falls short of the Akkadian
sun-god → Mamam in importance and sig-
nificance, and this is evident from the fact
that he is classified under the moon-god
(→ Nanna) who was his father.

Uzume Japanese goddess of jollity,
whose obscene dancing entices the god-
dess → Amaterasu from her cave, thus
ensuring the return of the spring sunshine
bringing life and fertility.

al-Uzza The Bedouin tribes in ancient
central Arabia regarded al-Uzza as the
youngest daughter of Allah (the other two
being → Allat and → Manat). She dwells
in an acacia-like tree. Her cult can be
shown to have spread to north Arabia
where she is known as Han-Uzzai. Her
identification with the morning star is
also attested.
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Vac (Vak � speech) In India, the
deified personification of speech, which
is believed to be invested with magical
powers. In the Rigveda, Vac is the world
principle which underlies all action by
the gods. The goddess is regarded as the
wife of → Prajapati. In Buddhism, Vak is
a name of → Mañjufri; he sits in the med-
itative posture, with his hands in his lap.

Vadatajs An evil being in Latvian
folklore. It may appear either as an animal
or in human form and it tries to lead
travellers astray at cross-roads.

Vahagn Armenian god of bravery and
victory, corresponding to the Iranian →
Verethragna. His epithet, Vimapakal, has
not been satisfactorily explained: it may
mean ‘dragon-strangler’ (dragon-slayer)
or ‘drawer up of dragons’, in the sense of
a god of thunder-storms. In Armenian
myth, Vahagn arises from fire and has
flames for hair.

Vahguru (‘Great guru’) The name of
the one true God in the Sikh religion which
has been influenced by both Hinduism and
Islam. He is also known by the Hindu
names Hari (‘God’) and Govinda (‘herds-
man’). There are no images of gods in the
Golden Temple at Amritsar.

Vaimanika In Jainism, a group of
gods who dwell in mobile palaces in the
world above. One of the most important
gods in this group is → Fakra.

Väinämöinen The central figure in
the Kalevala, the Finnish folk-epic: a
singer of magical potency and inventor
of the kantele (a zither-like instrument).
He has all the marks of a shaman who

can range through the underworld in
the form of a snake; in the end, however, 
he is translated to the heavens where
Orion is his scythe and the Pleiades 
form his woven shoes. In a list of gods
drawn up in the sixteenth century he
figures as Äinemöinen, ‘he who forges 
poems’.

Vairocana (‘sun-scion’) One of the
five → Dhyani-Buddhas. Of the five
world-divisions, the centre is the one
allotted to him, and his season is the win-
ter. He is white in colour, and his hands
are held in the so-called sermon position
against his chest. His vehicle is a pair of
dragons or a lion, and his emblem is a
white wheel. In Tantrism he appears as
three-faced and six-armed. In China,
Vairocana is known as Pi-lu Fo and may
appear in the office of a world-ruler.
Certain Japanese sects like the Tendai
and the Shingon regard him as the uni-
versal Buddha, all other Buddhas,
Bodhisattvas and gods being merely
specific manifestations of him.

Vaiqravava (in Pali, Vessavana; in
Chinese Do Wen) One of the four
Buddhist guardians of the world (→
Caturmaharajas). Vaifravaja is entrusted
with the northern quarter. His allotted
colour is yellow, he bears a banner aloft
in token of victorious belief and he is lord
of the → Yaksas who watch over hidden
treasure.

Vaja → Ribhus

Vajrabhairava (‘he who arouses fear’)
Buddhist god regarded as a manifestation
of → Mañjufri, whose function is to over-
come the god of death (→ Yama). He has
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9 heads, 34 arms and 16 legs. The main
head is that of a bull.

Vajrapani (‘he who holds a vajra in his
hand’) Originally, in the earliest
Buddhist period, a kind of protective spirit
accompanying → Gautama; later, reckoned
as one of the eight great → Bodhisattvas,
and as an emanation of → Aksobhya.
Finally he was seen as preceptor of esoteric
doctrines and ‘lord of secrets’.

Vajrasattva (‘Vajra-being’) Revered
in Nepal as the sixth → Dhyani-Buddha.
In much Tantric ritual he is regarded as a
mystic Buddha. The second half of the
night is allotted to him, and his season is
autumn. He is portrayed balancing a vajra
on his right hand in front of his breast.

Vajravarahi In Buddhist belief, one
of the most important supernatural female
beings (→ Dakini). Her name means
‘diamond-sow’ and this she owes to the
fact that there is a growth close to her
right ear which looks like a pig’s head.
Her naked body is red like a pomegranate
blossom. In her right hand she holds a
thunderbolt (vajra), and in the left a skull
and a club.

Vajrayogini A Buddhist goddess of
initiation, one of the → Dakinis. In her
yellow form she is headless, and carries
her head in her hand. From her rump
comes a stream of blood. In her more
usual red form, she has thunderbolt, cra-
nium and club as attributes, and is
functionally equivalent to → Vajravarahi.

Vali A Germanic god, the son of →
Odin and of → Rind. He was only one night
old when he avenged the death of → Balder
by slaying the murderer Hödur. The speci-
fication of ‘one night old’ probably refers
to moment of initiation, not to date of birth.

Valkyries (German Walküren; also as
Valkyrien; Old Norse valkyrja � ‘she

who selects the dead’) Supernatural
female beings commissioned by the god
→ Odin to intervene in battles and bring
heroes doomed to die (Einherjer) up to
Valhalla, ‘hall of the dead’. From the
names of individual Valkyries, their orig-
inal function as natural demonic forces is
clear: thus, for example, Wolkenthrut
(‘cloud-power’) and Mist (‘fog’). It is not
until the heroic epic in Middle High
German that the anthropomorphic image
of the warrior maiden appears.

Vampire In south Slavonic folklore,
the spirit of a dead person, or a corpse
revived by an evil spirit. Vampires arise
by night from graves and suck people’s
blood. In the literature of the nineteenth
and twentieth centuries – for example, in
E.T.A. Hoffmann and Gogol – vampires
became more and more demonic in char-
acter: it is enough to think of the film fig-
ure of Dracula. In Greek folklore the →
Lamia correspond to the vampires.

Vanir A group of north Germanic
gods, including among their number →
Freyr, → Freya, and → Njörd: all three of
them being fertility deities. The struggle
between the Aesir (→ As) and the Vanir,
and the subsequent reconciliation
between them, may reflect the opposition
between two ways of life – that of the
peasant and that of the warrior. The Vanir
countenanced marriage between siblings,
and they were master magicians (seidr).

Vanth A female demon in the Etruscan
underworld. She is represented as winged,
with a snake, a torch and a key as attrib-
utes. On alabaster urns from Volterra we
can see that there is a large eye on the
inside of each of her wings – a warning
that this demonic being is everywhere
present and keeps an eye on everybody.
Vanth is a messenger of death and may be
helpful with the quietus.
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Varaha Vasudhara (‘she who holds treasure’)
Buddhist goddess of riches, in origin, per-
haps, an earth-goddess. She is the consort
of → Vaifravana. She is portrayed as yellow
in colour, aged 16, and heavily bedecked
with jewellery. With her right hand she
makes the gesture of donation of largesse,
while in her left hand she holds ears of corn
and often a vessel filled with jewels. She
stands on the moon above a double lion.

Vasuki → Naga

Vasus A group of Indian gods. In the
Rigveda, their leader is said to be → Indra,
whose role is later taken by → Agni. The
other seven Vasus are the deified forms of
earth, wind, air, sun, moon, stars and sky.

Vata Old Iranian god of the wind
(vata � wind). He is called Amvara (‘the
truthful one’) and is often mentioned along
with → Mithra and → Ramnu. The god of
victory → Verethragna first appeared to
Zarathustra in the form of Vata.

Vayu (Sanskrit � wind) Indian god of
wind; it is related in certain myths that he
arose from the breath of the world-giant →
Purusa. Vayu, → Agni and → Surya form
one of the oldest triads. In the Rigveda, the
→ Maruts appear as his sons. In Iran too
there was a wind-god called Vayu along
with → Vata. The Iranian Vayu was the
tutelary god of warriors, and also a deity
controlling fate. In this latter capacity he
can appear as either a beneficient Vayu or
an evil one (then also known as Wai). This
dual role is particularly marked in the
Pahlavi texts. Pantheistic speculation made
Vayu out to be the breath of God, or the
suspiration of the cosmos.

Ve → Vili

Veive (Vetis; Latin Veiovis or Vedius)
An Etruscan god, beardless, with arrows
and a goat as attributes. He is of youthful
appearance and is reminiscent of → Aplu,
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The third incarnation of the Indian god →
Visju. In the form of a boar he slays the
demon Hirañyaksa and frees the earth
which the demon had sunk in the ocean.

Varuva The supreme god in Vedism,
creator of the three worlds, heaven, earth
and air. The etymology of the name is
doubtful; it may be cognate with the
Greek Uranos (‘sky’). Varuja is the
guardian of order, both cosmic and moral
(rita). He binds evil-doers with his
nooses; but he can undo sin just as one
undoes a noose. In late Vedic theology,
Varuja becomes lord of the night as →
Mitra is of the day. In later mythology,
Varuja is the god of water and guardian
of the westerly quarter of heaven. One of
his epithets is Nagaraja, ‘King of the
snakes’.

Vasistha In Indian mythology, a poet
(→ Risi) who had access to the gods, and
who may indeed have been himself of
divine origin. He is provided with every-
thing he requires by the wishing-cow
Nandini. According to the Purajas, he is
one of the → Prajapatis.



both of them having a laurel wreath on
their heads. Veive was either ousted by
Aplu as a cult figure, or fused with him.

Veja mate (‘wind-mother’) Latvian
goddess of the winds, who rules the
weather. When she tears across the land it
is said of her, ‘she is blowing her flute’.
Together with → Mepa mate she looks
after the forests and the birds.

Veles (Volos) Slav god of the under-
world. In modern Czech veles means some-
thing like ‘devil’. In Old Russian texts,
Volos has the epithet ‘cattle-god’, and non-
Varangian Russians had to swear by him.

Velnias Lithuanian name for the devil;
the name is a derivative from vele,
velionis � dead person.

Velu mate (‘mother of the dead’)
Latvian queen of the dead; she is clad in a
white woollen wrap and she receives the
dead at the entrance to the burial place.
Her epithet is indicative: Kapu mate,
‘graveyard-mother’.

Venus

(Latin � love, sensual desire) Old Italic
goddess of spring and gardens, native to
Latium. It was not until the beginning
of the third century BC that her cult
reached Rome. Her feast – the Veneralia –
was celebrated on 1 April. Under the influ-
ence of Greek literature she was equated
with → Aphrodíte. Caesar, who regarded
himself as descended from → Aenéas
and hence from Aphrodíte/Venus, intro-
duced the cult of Venus Genetrix, in which
the life-giving function of the goddess was
stressed.

Verbti (verbi � the blind one) Old
Albanian god of fire and of the north
wind which fans fires. He hates unclean-
liness and bad ways of speaking.
Christianization turned Verbti into a
demon, and it was spread about that 
anyone who invoked him would go blind.

Verdandi → Norns

Verethragna Old Iranian god of
victory who manifests himself in the
wind, and then again in anthropomorphic
or theriomorphic form. Particularly note-
worthy is his incarnation as a boar which
tramples opponents with its metal feet.
The name contains the word vritra �
encloser, obstruction (for the Indian form
→ Vritra): Verethragna is he who breaks
down resistance, the victor.

Vertúmnus (or Vortumnus) In origin,
an Etruscan god (→ Voltumna) who was
taken over by the Romans in the third
century BC. He was revered as the god
of change, i.e. of the changing year (Latin
vertere � to turn, change). His feast,
the Vortumnalia, was celebrated on
13 August. The wife of Vertúmnus was →
Pomona.

Vésta Old Italic goddess of the domes-
tic hearth and its fire, and, as such, related
to the Greek → Hestia. The small round
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temple dedicated to her at the foot of the
Palatine Hill contained no image of the
goddess; but there was the public hearth
with the sacred fire burning. Near the
sanctuary lay the atrium Vestae where the
vestales, charged with the care of the fire,
lived. The ass was regarded as sacred to
the goddess, as one was supposed to have
defended her against the advances of →
Priapos. On her feast-day, asses were
adorned with wreaths.

Vestius Alonieus A god once revered
in north-west Hispania; he was associated
with the bull, and had a military function.

Vibhvan → Ribhus

Victoria

Fenrir in retaliation for the death of → Odin
at Ragnarök, the twilight of the gods.
After Ragnarök, Vidar and his half-
brother → Vali are to rule over the rejuve-
nated world.

Vidyadhara (‘possessor of knowledge’)
Semi-divine beings in Buddhist belief,
who are supposed to possess a knowledge
of supernatural powers. They can fly
through the air and are therefore known as
vayuputras, ‘sons of the wind’. They bear
garlands of flowers and are reminiscent of
flying genii. In Tibet they are Tantric
divinities under the name of rig-’dzin
lnga, i.e. they are five (lnga) in number.

Vidyujjvalakarali A Buddhist god-
dess, a specific form of → Ekajata. Her
name means ‘she who is as terrible as the
fire of lightning’, and she is indeed a fear-
some figure: jet-black in colour, armed
with such attributes as sword, vajra,
arrow, spear, hammer, club, knife, noose
and skull, to say nothing of her bared
fangs, her 12 heads and her 24 arms. Her
brown hair streams upwards like flames.

Vighnantaka (‘he who gets rid of
obstructions’) A Buddhist god, who
also appears under the name of Vighnari,
and who is a door-keeper of mandalas. He
is usually represented as having one head
and two arms; he is blue in colour and of
terrifying appearance. In his left hand
with its threatening index-finger, he holds
the noose, while his right hand raises the
thunderbolt.

Vili and Ve In Nordic mythology, the
sons of Bor, and the brothers of → Odin.
From the members of the primeval giant
→ Ymir, slain by them, the three brothers
fashion the earth and they use his blood to
make the sea. The proposed etymology of
‘will’ for Vili and ‘holiness’ for Ve
(Gothic weihs) is not certain.

Vilkacis A werewolf in Latvian folk-
lore, known in Lithuanian as Vilkatas.
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Roman goddess of victory, corresponding
to the Greek → Nike. She had her own
temple on the Palatine Hill in Rome. She
was regarded as the maiden protector
of the Roman Empire, and was often
portrayed on coins.

Vidar North Germanic god, the son of
→ Odin and of the giantess Gridr. He is the
god of vengeance, who slays the wolf →



Usually a threatening figure, he may on
occasion have treasures to bestow.

Víly Spirits of wind and storm in
Slavonic folklore. In Slovakia they are
regarded as the souls of dead girls, who
lead young men to death. In south Slavonic
belief, they are beautiful female beings
endowed with supernatural powers: they
often appear in the form of a swan, on occa-
sion of a horse. They are in general well
disposed towards humanity, but the
arrows they fire may disturb one’s reason.
Country people used to lay food and flow-
ers in front of caves where they believed the
vila dwelt.

Viraj (‘she who extends herself in might’)
In Indian mythology, a primeval being
generated by → Brahman; often thought
of as the primeval cow. Another tradition
makes Viraj a female creative principle
which has arisen from → Purusa.

Virtus (Latin � courage, manliness) A
Roman goddess, often coupled with →
Honos as the personification of virile
manhood. Virtus is represented as a
maiden in a short tunic, with a helmet on
her head, and a sword and/or a lance in
her hand.

Virudhaka (in Pali Virulha; in Chinese
Zeng Zhang) One of the four Buddhist
guardians of the world (→ Catur-
maharajas). He is specifically charged
with looking after the southern quarter.
His colour is blue, he holds a sword
and is lord over the demonic Kumbhanda.

Virupaksa (in Pali, Virupakkha; in
Chinese Guang Mu) In Buddhism, the
guardian of the western quarter of heaven,
one of the four great kings (→
Caturmaharajas). He is red in colour. As
lord over the → Nagas, he holds a snake
in one hand; in the other he holds a pearl
or other jewel. Often a pagoda is also
present.

Indian god; in the Vedas, the consort of →
Indra. As he who takes three steps to speed
through the world he is a manifestation of
the sun in its daily transit – rising, zenith
and setting: and here a reference is also
seen to the three worlds – heaven, atmos-
phere and earth. In Hinduism, Visju is one
of the most important gods. Indeed, his
devotees, the Vishnuites, regard him as the
supreme god, and he is bound up with the
concept of → Narayana. One of his many
epithets is Purusottama � ‘the highest
god’. He belongs to the → Trimurti, and his
main function is to sustain the world. He
appears in various forms or avataras, to
combat demons and to restore cosmic
divine order. The Purajas mention ten
avataras: as a fish (→ Matsya), as a tor-
toise (→ Kurma), as a boar (→ Varaha), as
a man-lion (→ Narasiy ha), as a dwarf
(Vamana), → Parafu-Rama, → Rama, →
Krisja, → Buddha and → Kalki. Later, fur-
ther avataras are mentioned, as for exam-
ple, Gajaraja, ‘lord of the elephants’. Visju
is generally depicted as four-handed, and
his attributes include club, mussel-shell,
discus and lotus; he rides on the mythical
bird → Garuda. The seven-headed world-
snake (Ananta) serves him as resting-place.
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Viqvakarman (‘the all-creator’) In
India, a figure bound up with concept of
a supreme god. In the Brahmanas he is
identified with the creator god →
Prajapati. Under Hinduism, the god took
on the functions of → Tvastar.

Viqvapani A → Dhyani-Bodhisattva
of minor interest, an emanation of →
Amoghasiddhi. His symbol is a double
lotus.

Vivasvat (Vivasvant, ‘he who lights up’)
In Indian mythology, father of the →
Afvins, of → Yama, the god of death, and
of → Manu, the progenitor of mankind.
Vivasvat is an aspect of the sunrise; in the
Rigveda he is said to bring fire.

Vodnik (Russian vodyanoi) In
Slavonic folklore a water-demon, said to
arise from a drowned unbaptized child.
The vodnik entices people into the water
and then drowns them. To placate him,
sacrifice was made to him – in Poland, for
example, of a chicken.

Vohu Manah (‘good thought’) A
hypostatization in Iranian religion, form-
ing part of the → Amema Spentas. Vohu
Manah is, on the one hand, a specific
trope of → Ahura Mazda, and, on the
other hand, created by him. On earth,
Vohu Manah is represented by the benign
creatures, especially the cow. In
Manichaeanism he is known as Wahman:
he appoints the apostles, and helps in the
creation of the New Man.

Voltumna An Etruscan god, originally
of chthonic nature and subsequently ele-
vated to the status of supreme god (deus
Etruriae princeps). For the Etruscans he
was primarily the tutelary god of the
Etruscan federation; some scholars believe
him to be a specialized form of the sky-god
→ Tin. Voltumna was taken over by the
Romans under the name of → Vertumnus.

Volumna Roman goddess of the
nursery, who was supposed to look after
the health and welfare of her charges.

Vör (or Vara) A Germanic goddess. In
the late period – e.g. in the work of the
Icelandic writer Snorri – she appears as
goddess of contracts, and her name is
taken to mean ‘she who is cautious’.
Oaths and pledges are sacred to her, and
she is also the guardian of marriage.

Votan (Uotan) Originally, it would
seem, a religious reformer among the
Maya in Central America, who was sub-
sequently deified. He was given the epi-
thet ‘heart of towns’, and was supposed to
be the guardian of the slit-drum
(tepanaguaste). His wife was → Ixchel.

Vritra In Indian belief, a demon who
holds the waters prisoner – hence his
name, which means ‘encloser’. He is the
fearsome enemy of gods and of men, who
is finally slain by → Indra’s club. Vritra
was variously imagined, as a dragon, a
snake or a cloud.

Vucub-Caquix (‘seven Arara’) A
demon mentioned in Popol Vuh, the sacred
scriptures of the Quiché-Maya. He imag-
ined himself to be sun, moon and light, and
had to be overthrown by the divine broth-
ers → Hunapu and Ixbalanque before they
could start creating the human race.

Vulcanus (Volcanus) Roman god of
fire and of the blacksmith’s craft, taken
over from the Etruscans; later, identi-
fied with the Greek → Hephaistos. His
feast, the Volcanalia, was celebrated on
23 August, at the time of greatest drought,
and was intended to ward off the danger
of major conflagrations; and as a further
mollification of the fire-god fish were
thrown live into the flames. In the seaport
town of Ostia, where stores of grain were
especially at risk from fire, Vulcanus was
the chief deity.
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Wadd Moon-god and tutelary god of
the ancient south Arabian states of Ausam
and Main (fifth to second centuries BC).
The name means ‘love’ or ‘friendship’.
The snake was sacred to the god.

Wakan The name used by the Dakota
Indians to designate their gods. Everything
in the world has its wakan or spirit,
which is neither born nor dies. Chief
among the wakan beings is the sun, which
is called wakan tanka kin. Several Sioux
tribes regarded Wakan Tanka as the
universal god, under whom four other
deities (including the sun-god Wi) were
ranked.

Wakan Tanka → Wakan

Wakonda The creator of all things in
the belief of the Omaha Indians in North
America. The word is now used to desig-
nate an invisible life-force which is
omnipresent, and which is invoked by
human beings in need of help.

Walaganda → Wondjina

Waralden Olmai One of the most
esteemed gods of the Lapps. The name
comes from the Old Norse veraldar god
(‘world god’), an epithet of the Germanic
god → Freyr.

Watauinewa The supreme being in the
belief of the Yamana who live in Tierra del
Fuego. He is the primeval progenitor and
lord of life and death. The god is invoked
in prayers as ‘Our father’, but plays no part
in myth. He is lord and giver of animals.

Wele The supreme deity of the Bantu
Kavirondo (Vugusu). He appears in two
aspects: when he has the epithet
omuwanga, he is the benign ‘white’ god;

with the epithet gumali, he is the ‘black’
god of disaster.

Wen-chang The Taoist god of litera-
ture, honoured in many Chinese house-
holds by having his name-tablet on
the wall.

Wer (or Mer) Along with → Adad,
another name for the weather-god among
the Semitic population of ancient
Mesopotamia. In Mari he was called
Iturmer.

We-to

W

A divine general in Chinese Buddhism. He
is portrayed as youthful and arrayed in
the full panoply of war, with helmet and
sword. He is seen as a protector of the
teaching (→ Dharmapala) and is also a sort
of guider of souls from earth to the lowest
heaven.

Whiro Among the Maori in New
Zealand, the god of darkness, of evil and



death. He is the adversary of the god of
light and fertility → Tane. Whiro is aided
and abetted by the spirits of illness.

Whope Among the Sioux Indians, the
daughter of the sun-god → Wi, and wife
of the south wind. She came to earth one
day and visited the Sioux people, to
whom she brought the pipe as a symbol of
peace. But the pipe is also supposed to be
an intermediary between humans and →
Wakan Tanka.

Wi The sun-god of the Sioux Indians.
He was supposed to be omniscient, and
the defender of those who were brave and
loyal. Among the animals, the bison was
particularly closely associated with him;
indeed, it was often regarded as a mani-
festation of the god himself. His daughter
was the beautiful → Whope.

Wonajö (Wanajo) A culture-hero in
the form of a snake in the Louisiade
Archipelago in the Pacific. He lit the first
fire and scattered its ashes across the
heavens so that the clouds arose. He gave
the islanders the pig, the dog and the 
taro-plant.

Wondjina Primeval beings in the
belief of the aboriginals in north-west
Australia. They are spirits of rain and
cloud, and are identified also with the

rainbow snake. Most of them were
imaged in rock-paintings, while their
spirit dived into a near-by pool so as to be
available to man in the form of life-giving
water. One of the Wondjina, named
Walaganda (‘he who belongs to heaven’)
changed himself into the Milky Way.

Wosyet (‘she who is strong’) Ancient
Egyptian goddess, worshipped in Thebes
during the Middle Kingdom period as the
protector of the youthful → Horus.

Wunekau A sun-god worshipped by
various tribes in New Guinea. He is taken
to be the creator of all things, whose name
may be uttered only with the most
extreme reverence. A wind sent by him
makes women pregnant. The giant snake
Make is seen as a special manifestation of
his divine presence.

Wuru(n)katte Ancient Anatolian
(Proto-Hattic) god of war, whose epithet
was ‘king of the land’. In the Hittite period
his role was taken over by → Zababa, the
war-god borrowed from the Akkadians.

Wuru(n)yemu The proto-Hattic name
of the old Anatolian sun-goddess. In
essentials she corresponds to the goddess
of → Arinna. Wurumemu also figures as an
earth-goddess, in which capacity she is
the consort of the weather-god → Taru.
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Xewioso growth of plants covering the earth. Xipe
totec was also the tutelary god of the
craftsmen in gold.

Xiuhtecutli (‘lord of the turquoise’)
Aztec fire-god, also known simply as ‘old
god’ (huehue teotl ). The turquoise snake
provides his clothing (nahualli) and in
manuscripts he is shown with a red or
yellow face. Sacred to him is the number
3 – the number of hearth-stones on which
the baking-plate and the cooking-pot sit.

Xi-Wang-mu Chinese goddess of
immortality, and the embodiment of Yin.
She dwells in the mythical Kun-lun
mountains in the west of China and is
known as ‘queen mother of the western
paradise’. Originally, she was thought of
as a menacing figure with tiger’s fangs
and a leopard’s tail, who sent infectious
diseases. Subsequently, she changed in
Taoist popular belief into a friendly being
who watches over the herb of immortality,
and who regales her chosen ones on the
peaches of eternal life. She is accompanied
by the phoenix.

Xochipilli (‘flower-prince’) Old
Mexican god of flowers and games, and,
in addition, one of the 13 watchmen of the
hours of the day. The design painted on
his face resembles a butterfly. In one spe-
cific form he appears under the name of
Macuilxochitl (‘five – flower’). He holds
a staff whose point is sunk into a human
heart (symbol of life).

Xochiquetzal (‘upright flower’) Ori-
ginally this goddess had a lunar character
as the wife of the Mexican sun-god. In
the Aztec pantheon, she figured as the
youthful goddess of love, patron of all

X

A god of thunder and of fertility
venerated in Dahomey. He is represented
in the form of a ram, with the thunder-axe
as his attribute.

Xhindi Invisible spirits, analogous to
elves, in Albanian folk-belief and folktale.
Their arrival is signalled by the creaking of
doors and flickering of lights. Sometimes
they are kind and helpful, but at other times
they appear as a sort of oppressive → Alp.

Xian The Chinese designation for
genii, spirits and immortals. The heavenly
xian, or tianxian, live on the heavenly
bodies, and surpass all the others in
might. Especially noteworthy are the
‘Eight Immortals’ (→ Ba Xian).

Xiang Yao → Gong Gong

Xipe totec (‘our lord, the flayed one’)
Ancient Mexican god of spring, who
causes the seed to germinate in the earth.
In art, he is often shown wearing a flayed
human skin. The flaying of humans was a
cult ritual in pre-Aztec tribes. The Aztecs
regarded the god’s garment as the new



forms of female handicrafts, and queen of
plants.

Xocotl A god of fire and of the stars,
originally worshipped by the Otomi and
subsequently taken over by the Nahua
peoples, including the Aztecs. In his hon-
our, the ‘great feast of the dead’, Xocotl
vetzi, was celebrated in August. Dead
warriors were thought of as stars who
stood in a special relationship to the
stellar god.

Xolotl A dog-headed follower of the
sun. He helps those who have died to
cross the ‘nine-fold stream’ and enter the
underworld (mictlan). His name means

‘twin’ and is understood in relation to the
inverted rising and setting of the sun as
perceived in the underworld. In Aztec
myth he figures as the twin brother of →
Quetzalcoatl.

Xroytag and Padvaxtag Two Mani-
chaean divinities. They are the personifi-
cations of ‘call’ and ‘answer’. The call is
uttered from above by the ‘living spirit’,
and it is ‘answered’ from below by the
man who is to be saved.

Xucau This is the name given by the
Ossetians (in the Caucasus) to their
supreme god, who rules over other
heavenly spirits (e.g. → Uacilla).
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Yaksas In India, semi-divine beings of
a chthonic nature: they live in the
Himalayas, and, as followers of →
Kubera, they watch over hidden treasures.
Like Kubera, they have stubby limbs and
pot-bellies. Not all yaksas are malevolent;
some are benign and these are revered by
ordinary people as protective spirits and
bringers of fertility. The benign yaksas
were taken over by Buddhism and appear
in art, for example, as supporting figures.

Yama

of hell; he is clothed in red garments and
he has a noose with which he draws the
soul out of the body. He rides on a black
buffalo. In Buddhism too, he figures as
judge of the dead, though here he often
bears a wheel on his breast as a symbol of
the Buddhist teaching. In Tantric pictures
he may appear standing on a bull which is
copulating with a woman. In Tibet, Yama
is one of the → Dharmapalas, and is rep-
resented with a bull’s head, flaming hair
and a club. In Japan, he is known as
Emma-ten.

Yamantaka (‘he who puts an end to
Yama’) One of the → Krodhadevatas in
Buddhism. In Tibet, he is regarded as a
protective deity. He is usually dark-blue
in colour, and is shown standing on a bull
over the sun and a lotus. In his mandala,
he is three-faced, six-armed and he is
trampling on → Yama, in token of his
victory over death. He is also known
as Yamari (‘enemy of Yama’). As
Vajrabhairava (‘he who arouses fear’) he
has 34 arms, 16 legs and 9 heads. The
central head is that of a bull.

Yan-lo (or Yan Wang) In China the
dreaded prince of the underworld, god of
the dead; he corresponds to the Indian-
Buddhist → Yama. Yan-lo is clad in the
robes of an emperor.

Yao Mythical primeval emperor of the
Chinese; together with the heavenly
archer → Shen Yi he vanquished the
unruly winds. In Confucianism, he is pre-
sented as the exemplar of the good ruler.

Yao-shi-fo The Chinese name means
‘physician Buddha’. He has taken the vow
to devote himself entirely to the salvation

Y

A mythical king in Indo-Aryan times (he
figures in the Avesta as → Yima) who was
the first man to die, thereby path-finder
into the realm of the dead and now ruler
over the dead. He is accompanied by two
four-eyed spotted dogs. In Hindu mythol-
ogy, Yama is judge of the dead and prince



of mankind, and to cure them of mental
and physical illnesses.

Yarhibol Ancient Arabian sun-god,
revered in Palmyra and Dura Europos
along with the sky-god → Bel and the
moon-god → Aglibol. He was also the
god of the holy spring at Efka, and may
have been regarded as an oracle.

Yazata (‘worthy of reverence’) In old
Iranian religion, a designation for ‘god’,
along with → Baga. The Yazatas are partly
protective spirits, partly personifications
of abstract concepts like → Ramun (‘right-
eousness’) or → Daena (‘religion’).

Yehl (Yetl) Creator-god in the form of
a raven, among the Tlingit Indians in
north-west Canada. He flew over the
primeval mists and used his wings to clear
them away until the dry land appeared.
According to the myth, he changed him-
self into a blade of grass and let himself
be swallowed by a chief’s daughter, from
whom he was then born as the first man.

Ye’loje (older name, Pugu) The sun
deity of the Yukagir people in Siberia.
Ye’loje looks after those who are oppressed,
and keeps an eye on behaviour and morals.

Yima Primeval man and primeval king
in Iranian mythology. He corresponds to
the Indian → Yama, and in each case the
name means something like ‘twin’. As a
king, he represents all three social func-
tions: he is pious as a priest, strong like
a warrior, and rich in herds like a husband-
man. He reigned in the Golden Age, when
there was no death. Yima was born in a
pillar of fire as a bolt of lightning from
heaven. Another version of the myth makes
him the brother of the sun and the moon.

Ymir A primeval giant in Germanic
mythogy, who arose from a poisonous
mixture of ice and meltwater. He drew his
nourishment from the milk of the
primeval cow Audhumla. Ymir was slain
by the gods → Odin, → Vili and Ve, and
his body was used as raw material for the
creation of the world.

Yo A sort of impersonal world-spirit
in the religious system of the Bambara
people in West Africa. Yo created the two
male elements, air and fire, and the two
female elements, earth and water. Finally
the world-spirit let something heavy fall on
to the earth – this was the creator-god →
Pemba.

Yu-di (‘Jade Emperor’; also known as Yu
Huang) Supreme lord of heaven in
Chinese cosmogony. He has nine daughters
who dwell in the nine different heavens. In
certain traditions he is said to have formed
the first men out of clay. Twice a year, the
earthly Emperor made sacrifice to his heav-
enly counterpart in the Temple of Heaven
in Peking. Yu-di’s consort was Wang Mu
niang-niang, a form of → Xi Wang-mu.

Yu-huang Shang-di During the Song
Dynasty, the name given to the supreme
Taoist god; sometimes abbreviated to →
Yu-di.

Yu-qiang In Chinese mythology, the
god of the sea and the ocean winds. As
sea-god, he has a fish’s body, and he rides
on two dragons; as god of the winds, he
has the body of a bird and a human face.

Yum Kaax The Maya god of maize,
known in specialist literature as god E. He
corresponds in some ways to the Aztec →
Cinteotl.
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Zababa Ancient Mesopotamian town-
god of Kim; in the early Babylonian period
he was equated with → Ningirsu or with
→ Ninurta. His consort is the warlike →
Inanna. He himself is a war-god, and in
one text he is called ‘Marduk of the
battle’.

Zac → Bacab

Zagreus In origin, a pre-Hellenic god
of animals and of hunting; subsequently,
the chief god in Orphic theology. He is
said to be the son of → Zeus and the god-
dess of the underworld → Persephone,
and at the instigation of the jealous →
Hera he is torn to pieces by the → Titans.
Zeus (in another version of the story →
Semele) swallows the still-beating heart,
thus enabling the infant → Dionysos (in
an Orphic equation with Zagreus) to be
reborn.

Zalmoxis The supreme god of the
Thracian Getae and Dacians (Dacia being
the area known today as Romania). The
only solid information we have about him
comes from Herodotus. The ancient
Greeks interpreted Zalmoxis as the
founder of a religion, while present-day
scholars tend to see him rather as an
earth-god, a sky-god, a ruler of the dead
or as a figure in divine mysteries. The
legend tells how Zalmoxis took human
form and lived among his people and then
vanished for three years and was mourned
as dead. In the fourth year, however, he
came forth again from an underworld cave
(the realm of the dead).

Zaltys The ancient Lithuanians
revered the grass-snake, the paltys, and it
played a special part in prophecy. In one

Lithuanian folksong it is called ‘envoy of
the gods’. The Latvian cognate is zalktis.

Zam Avestan (Persian) word for
‘earth’, which was deified and invoked
along with the heavens as an object of
veneration. Zam is one of the → Yazatas.

Zana A pre-Roman goddess in the
Balkans, equated by the Romans with →
Diana, although there is no conclusive
proof of this. She was protected by three
goats with golden horns. Zana lives on in
the Albanian mountains as a fairy, revered
for her courage and her beauty.

Zao Jun Taoist kitchen-god, whose
picture hung in virtually every Chinese
kitchen until well into the present century.
The image was usually placed in a niche
over the hearth, and sacrifice in the shape
of sweets and honey-cakes was made to
him on a given day.

Zemepatis (‘Lord of the earth’) A
Lithuanian chthonic deity, protector of the
cattle and of the farm as a whole. He was
supposed to be the brother of the earth-
goddess → Zemyna.

Zemes mate (‘earth-mother’) Ancient
Lettish earth- and mother-goddess. She
takes an interest in man’s welfare, and
looks after his fields and makes them
fertile. However, she also plays the part of a
ruler of the dead, merging here with →
Velu mate. When the Baltic lands were con-
verted to Christianity, she changed gradu-
ally into the figure of the Virgin Mary.

Zemyna (Zemynele) Lithuanian earth-
goddess, the mother of plants. In prayers
she is given the poetic epithet žiedkele,
‘she who raises flowers’. Sacrifice was
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made to her, as the nourisher of man and
animals, especially at seed-time and
harvest.

Zenenet (‘the exalted one’) A goddess
venerated in the ancient Egyptian town
of Hermonthis. She was regarded as
the consort of → Month, and merged with
→ Rat-taui.

Zéphyros The god of the west wind, in
Greek myth the son of the stellar god
Astreios (‘the starry one’) and of the early
dawn (→ Eos). As herald of spring, he is
married to one of the → Horae; and at the
behest of → Eros, he abducts Psyche. He
was called Favonius by the Romans.

Zervan (also as Zurvan, Zrvan, � ‘time’)
Iranian god of time, the creator of all the
paths which lead to the Cinvat bridge –
the crossing-point into the Beyond. In
Zervanism, which was spread by magi, he
figured as the supreme god, lord of light
and darkness. The radiant → Ahura
Mazda and the dark → Ahriman are his
children. Zervan is the ‘four-fold god’
who comprises in his own being divinity,
light, power and wisdom. As a god of
fate he is related to the Greek → Chronos.
In Manichaeanism Zervan is also the
supreme god, ‘father of greatness’ and
tetraprosopos – the god with four faces as
lord of the four elements.

Zeus Supreme god of the Greeks, the
son of → Kronos and of → Rheia. His
name comes from the Indo-Germanic
root dei (‘to shine’) and is cognate with
the names of other sky-gods (→ Dyaus,
Diu-pater → Jupiter). The myth of the
divine child – reared by the goat →
Amáltheia or by the bee Melissa, and
hidden from Kronos by the armed
dancers, the → Kurétes – goes back to
Cretan/Mycenaean times. The grown
Zeus hurls his father and the other Titans
into Tartaros, and shares world-mastery

thereafter with his brothers → Poseidon
and → Hades. With his wife → Hera he
sits enthroned in Olympus. He has many
liaisons with mortal females, and on these
occasions he appears in various guises –
as a golden rain (with Danae), as a bull
(with Europa), as a swan (with Leda).
Along with his functions as sky-god, Zeus
also figures as god of weather, in which
capacity his epithet is keraunos (‘light-
ning’). As katachthonios (‘the subter-
ranean one’) he is associated with the
underworld, and as meilichios (‘the gentle
one’) he appears as a judge. As guardian
of freedom, eleutherios, he has pan-
Hellenic significance. His symbolical
creature is the eagle. It was believed that
his voice could be heard in the rustling of
the oak-tree (the oracle at Dodona).

Zhang Guo-lao One of the ‘Eight
Immortals’ (→ Ba Xian). He is supposed
to have been really a bat which turned
itself into a man. He rides on a white ass,
and his attribute is a bamboo drum with
two sticks.

Zhong-Kui The Chinese god of litera-
ture and of examinations; also, a protector
against evil spirits and demons. He really
belongs himself to the class of demonic
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beings (→ Gui Xian) as he committed
suicide when the authorities refused to
give him the first place in the examination
results which he merited. His portrait is
hung up at the end of the year to drive off
demons. His attribute is a sword with
which he fends off the five poisonous
creatures – the snake, the centipede, the
scorpion, the lizard and the toad.

Zu 209

Zhong-li Quan One of the ‘Eight
Immortals’. He is recognizable by the fan
with which he revives the dead.

Zhu Dian (Tian) Chinese designation
for the Buddhist gods which originally
came from India, as e.g. Gong De Tian or
He-li Di (→ Hariti).

Zibelthiurdos → Shurdi

Zipakna and Kabrakan Earthquake-
gods of the Maya. The former was the
‘creator of mountains’, the latter the
‘destroyer of mountains’.

Zocho One of the ‘heavenly kings’ of
Shintoism, who protect the world from
the evil demons. Zocho is the guardian of
the south.

Zotz Bat-god of the Maya, and still
today tutelary god of the Zotzil Indians
who live in Chiapas, as well as of certain
Guatemaltecan tribes.

Zu (or Anzu) A demonic storm-bird in
Akkadian (Babylonian) mythology. He
steals the tablets of fate in order to place
himself at the head of the gods, but is
himself vanquished by → Ningirsu (or →
Ninurta).



Agriculture, gods of (see also Grain,
gods of )
Ah Bolom Tzacab
Amaethon
Ao → Jw
Apóllon
Aray
Aristaíos
Balarama
Ceres
Consus
Enbilulu
Fauna
Lactans
Mars
Ops
Renenutet
Rongo
Sabazios
Satúrnus
Satúrnus Africánus
Shang-di
Silvanus
Tellus
Ugar
Xipe totec

Ancestral gods 
(see also Progenitors)
Aenéas
Deng
Freyr
Hintubuhet
Ing
Manes
Mulungu
Nuadu

Takamimusubi
Uji-gami

Angels, see Messengers, 
divine

Animals, protective deities of
Akerbeltz
Anky-Kele
Aristeíos
Ártemis
Donbittir
Faunus
Geum Taman
Geum Urvan
Hérmes
Hinkon
Inuus
Kekri
Keyeme
Kis
Lahar
Lamaria
Mal
Num
Nyrckes
Pales
Pi3vu’3in
Priapos
Rudra
Sechat-Hor
Sedna
Tabiti
Tomam
Tore
Watauinewa
Zagreus
Zemepatis
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Astral deities (see also Moon deities,
Morning Star deities, Sun deities)
Allat
Astlik
Bahram
Baltis
Brhaspati
Budha
God C
Camaxtli
Dhruva
Dioskúroi
Inanna
Isis
Imtar
Itzpapalotl
Jyotiska
Kallistó
Manda
Makgala
Mixcoatl
Neto
Orion
Pleiades
Risis
Shou Lao
Sothis
Mulpa’e
Tai-yi
Tistrya
Ufanas
Väinämöinen
Xolotl

Birth and protection of children, deities of
Ártemis
Disir
Eileithyia
Freyja
Guan Yin
Lannalanna
Hariti
Heket
Hera
Ixchel
Jizo

Júno
Kaltem
Lucina
Máter Matúta
Mesenet
Mokom
Nechbet
Nona
Norns
Parcae
Sabazios
Sarpanitu
Teteo innan
Thalna
Thesan
Toeris
Volumna

Blacksmiths and forging, gods of
Goibniu
Hamam(m)eli
Hephaistos
Kinyras
Kotar
Kurdalaegon
Perkons
Qaynan
Sethlans
Shosshu
Svarog
Teljavelik
Vulcanus

Creator deities
Ai Tojon
Akongo
Allah
Amma
Amun
Aramazd
Arebati
Awonawilona
Baiame
Brahma
Bulaing
Buluga
Bumba
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Cghene
Chnum
El
Elohim
Enki
Éros
Fidi Mukullu
Hirajyagarbha
Huiracocha
Hunab Ku
Imra
Isten (2)
Julunggul
Kaia
Ka Tyeleo
Koyote
Kucumatz
Kun-tu-bzan-po
Kwoth
Laima
Leza
Lisa
Lowalangi
Mahatala
Makemake
Moma
Mula Djadi
Nareau
Niamye
Nü-gua
Orisa Nla
Pemba
Prajapati
Ptah
Quat
Quetzalcoatl
Rigenmucha
Sirao
Somtus
Tangaroa
Teharonhiawagon
Tiki
Tirawa
Tvastar
Umvelinqangi
Ungud

Unumbotte
Varuja
Vili and Ve
Wakonda
Yehl

Culture heroes, bringers of culture
Basajaun
Bochica
Fu-xi
Gluskap
Huang-di
Ilmarinen
Itzamna
Julunggul
Koyote
Kutkinnáku
Marunogere
Oannes
Olifat
Prometheus
Quetzalcoatl
Shen-nong
Thunupa
Wonajö

Dawning, deities of
Aruna
Auróra
Eos
Máter Matúta
Thesan
Usas

Dead, death, deities of
Amentet
Anubis
Apis
Arimanius
Armaiti
Asto Vidatu
Cherti
Chontamenti
Citipati
Dua
Estanatlehi
Giltine
Ha
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Harendotes
Hel
Heros
Hunhau
Isdes
Isis
Kalypso
Kebechet
Kebechsenef
Ksitigarbha
Libitina
Meresger
Nantosuelta
Nehalennia
Nephthys
Nut
Odin
Orcus
Ran
Ruti
Selket
Mentait
Sokar
Sucellos
Upuaut
Velu mate
Yama
Zemes mate

Death and underworld, demons of
Ammit
Asto Vidatu
Charontes
Culsu
Elel
Harpies
Ke’lets
Sirens
Sphinx
Tuchulcha
Vanth

Demons and spirits embodying evil
(see also Enemies of gods,
Sickness, demons of )
Aemma Daeva
Ahriman

Asag
Asasel
Asmodaios
Api Dahaka
Bolla
Cherufe
Drug
Erge
Gandarewa
Guta
Harpies
Herensugue
Imdugud
Incubus
Inguma
Iya
Kaia
Kalevanpojat
Kéres
Kingu
Kulshedra
Lamia
Lilith
Lilitu
Mahr
Mazzikin
Pey
Psezpolnica
Puck
Rahu
Raksas
Reahu
Sebettu
Strigae
Succubus
Tawiskaron
Udu(g)
Vadatajs
Vucub-Caquix

Demon-slayers
Acala
Bhutadamara
Camunda
Dharmapala
Hayagriva
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Heruka
Ihi
Inar
Indra
Krodhadevatas
Lü Dong-bin
Mahakala
Michael
Mon
Narasiyha
Nusku
Ogma
Perkunas
Rama
Fakra
Tang
Thor
Tistriya
Varaha
Visju
Zhong-Kui
Zocho

Devils, infernal beings (see also
Enemies of gods)
Aatxe
Abaddon
Ammit
Asto Vidatu
Babi
Bali
Beelzebub
Behemoth
Belial
Beng
Dabog
Daevas
Djall
bDud
Forneus
Galla
Gong Gong
Hiisi
Iblis
Ke’lets
Lucifer

Mammon
Marchocias
Mephistopheles
Pan
Maitan
Samael
Satan
Velnias

Earth deities
Aditi
Aker
Ala
Ana
Aretia
Armaiti
Cheng-huang
Cihuacoatl
Coatlicue
Demeter
Di-ya
Di-zang
Gaia
Geb
Hekáte
Hlodyn
Izanami
Jian Lao
Kukulcan
Lur
Ma
Maía (1)
Medr
Nerthus
Odudua
Pandora
Prithivi
Rind
Semele
Semnai Theai
Spandaramet
Tailtiu
Tatenen
Tellus
Tepeyollotli
Teteo innan
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Uram
Wuru(n)memu
Zam
Zemes mate
Zemyna

Enemies of the gods (see also Devils)
Ahriman
Aloádes
Apophis
Asura
Bali
Daityas
Erlik
Fenrir
Fomore
Garm
Giants
Iapetós
J̈otun
Kabandha
Koyote
Kud
Leviathan
Loki
Mara
Midgard-snake
Okeus
Rahab
Ravaja
Surt(r)
Vritra

Fate, deities and spirits of
Camaxtli
Disir
Ea
Enlil
Fairy
Fatit
Gul-mem
Hemsut
Imdumtaja
Kaltem
Karta
Laima
Manat

Moires
Nabu
Namtar
Nanna (1)
Norns
Nortia
Nyame
Parcae
Mai
Sin (1)
Tyché
Urme
Vayu

Fertility, deities of
Amun
Ana
Anahita
Aphrodíte
Apis
Armaiti
Ártemis
Amera(t)
Astarte
Asthoreth
Atargatis
Ba (1)
Baal
Baal-Addir
Baal-Hammon
Bácchus
Bress
Ceres
Ceres Africana
Cernunnos
Curche
Demeter
Diónysos
Disir
Egres
El
Fjörgyn
Freyja
Freyr
Harpokrates
Hlodyn
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Jumis
Krónos
Kybéle
Liber
Makemake
Manasa
Mars, Gallic
Men
Min
Mnevis
Mokom
Nandin
Nehalennia
Ningirsu
Ninurta
Njörd
Nommo
Nymphs
Osiris
Pachamama
Pafupati
Poseidon
Priapos
Rauni
Reret
Rosmerta
Mentait
Serapis
Thor
Tinnit
Ukemochi
Vanir
Xewioso

Fertility demons
Baubo
Kurétes
Naga
Rephaim
Satyr
Tu (2)
Yaksas

Fire, deities of
Agni
Cácus
Coatlicue

Eate
Gabija
Gibil
Hephaistos
Hinokagutsuchi
Itzpapalotl
Jagaubis
Kukulcan
Li
Mahuike
Nusku
Odgan
Pandara
Sethlans
Svarog
Tabiti
Verbti
Vulcanus
Xiuhtecutli
Xolotl

Fortune, gifts, deities of
Benten
Bhaga
Diti
Ekajata
Fortúna
Fukurokuju
Fu Shen
Gad
Garmangabi(s)
Gefjon
Gong De Tian
Hotei
Laima
Laksmi
Nortia
Rundas
Shichi-Fukujin
Tyché

Ghosts and spirits of the dead
Aképhalos
Befana
Etemmu
Gui Xian
Lemures
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Preta
Vampire
Vodnik

Good spirits and demons
Agathós Daímon
Amáltheia
Aralez
Bercht
Bukura e dheut
Kaukas
Kobold
Majas gars
Metatron
Para
Pukis
Sebettu
Medu

Grain and maize, deities of
Amnan
Chalchihuitlicue
Cinteotl
Dagan
Demeter
Gabjauja
Lalki
Köndös
Neper
Nepit
Nisaba
Pellonpekko

Handicrafts, gods of
Athená
Kotar
Lug
Prometheus
Ptah
Tane
Tu (1)
Tvastar
Xochiquetzal

Healing, deities of
Aesculápius
Apóllon
Afvins

Baal-Marqod
Baba (1)
Bamamum
Bhaisajyaguru
Borvo
Cheiron
Dian-Cecht
Endouellicus
Emmun
Grannus
Gula
Lala
Hygíeia
Imhotep
Jizo
Juras mate
Kamrumepa
Marduk
Meditrina
Ninazu
Nin’insina
Okininushi
Patecatl
Podaleirios
Rudra
Madrapa
Sataran
Maumka
Yao-shi-fo

Home and hearth, deities of
Dievini
Hestia
Lamaria
Lares
Nang Lha
Nantosuelta
Penates
Portúnus
Thab-lha
Vésta
Zao Jun

Hunting, deities of
Ártemis
Artio
Diana
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Hinkon
Hittavainen
Mepa mate
Murukan
Onuris
Rundas
Tapio
Zagreus
Zana

Immortality, givers of
Goibniu
Gou Mang
Hah
Hébe
Idun
Jurojin
Mu Gong
Saomyant
Mesmu
Xi-Wang-Mu

Judgment, deities of (see also Justice
and law)
Abat(t)ur
Aiakós
Assur
Bhagwan
Gao Yao
Hananim
Haukim
Imara
Isdes
Imtanu
Kalunga
Karuilem miunem
Katavul
Ksitigarbha
Mafdet
Mamitu
Marduk
Osiris
Pugu
Ramnu
Sataran
Sin (1)
Skan

Fridevi
Yama
Zeus

Justice and law, deities of
Adrásteia
Anbay
Chenti-irti
Dharma
Díke
Eunomía
Forseti
Lendursanga
Maat
Nechmetawaj
Nemesis
Perkunas
Ramnu
Mamam
Tefnut
Themis
Tyr
Ull(r)
Varuja
Ye’loje

Kings and rulers, deities of kingship,
divine (see also State and nation,
deities of )
Alalu
Amun
Behedti
Enlil
Lanwamuit
Harpre
Lebat
Horus
Inmutef
Inti
Imkur
Kumarbi
Mac Gréine
Malik
Month
Nechbet
Nuadu
Qormusta
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Fakra
Seth
Uto

Light, deities of (see also Sun deities)
Ahura Mazda
Ártemis
Balder
Belenus
Hélios
Horus
Hyperion
Júpiter
Mithras
Narisah
Nefertem
Nusku
Perses
Pusan
Tane
Theia
Uma
Usinm

Lightning, deities of (see also Weather
deities)
Aplu
Deng
Illapa
Júpiter
Pele
Perendi
Remef
Summamus
Xolotl

Local gods, town gods
Alaunus
Alisanos
Arduinna
Assur
Athená
Baal
Baba (1)
Beelzebub
Cheng-huang
Djebauti
Dumuziabzu

Harmerti
Hemen
Ipet
Junit
Kis
Lugalbanda
Marduk
Mehit
Menhit
Nanme
Nebtuu
Nenun
Nin’insina
Quetzalcoatl
Rudianos
Mara
Timpak
Turan
Uni
Zababa
Zenenet

Love, deities of
Alpan
Ámor
Aphrodíte
Amera(t)
Astarte
Asthoreth
Éros
Freyja
Frigg
Hathor
Inanna
Imtar
Kadem
Kama
Kubaba
Nanaja
Odudua
Prende
Maumka
Tlazolteotl
Turan
Venus
Xochiquetzal
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Magic, demons and spirits of
Baba-Yaga
Dakini
Daktyloi
Druden
Gullveig
Kirke
Sárkány
Medim
Tawiskaron
Telchines
Troll

Man-eating gods; vampires
Ammit
Bolla
Cherufe
Cyclops
Dakini
Diwe
Fene
Hariti
Iya
Kaiamunu
Kholomodumo
Kulshedra
Ljubi
Skylla
Sri
Torto
Vampire

Marriage, deities of
Airyaman
Aryaman
Bhaga
Ceres
Hera
Hymén
Júno
Pattini
Svarog
Vör

Messengers, divine; Angelic beings
Amema Spentas
Cherubim
Gabriel

Gapn
Gou Mang
Hérmes
Hermod(u)r
Iris
Isinu
Israfil
Imum
Metatron
Michael
Mnevis
Namtar
Nike
Papsukkal
Raphael
Samael
Seraphim
Uriel
Valkyries

Moon deities
Aglibol
Alako
Almaqah
Amm
Arma
Ártemis
Candra
Chia
Chons
God D
Diana
Heng E
Hilal
Hina
Ilazki
Ixchel
Jaril
Joh
Júno Caeléstis
Kamku
Kemwer
Kumuh
Luna
Mah
Mahrem
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Mani
Marama
Mawu
Men
Meness
Menulis
Nanna (1)
Napir
Nikkal
Ouiot
Pasiphae
Persé
Quilla
Melardi
Seléne
Si
Sin (1)
Sin (2)
Ta’lab
Tecciztecatl
Thot
Tinnit
Tsukiyomi
Wadd
Xochiquetzal

Morning/Evening Star deities
Aruja
Auróra
Eos
Máter Matúta
Thesan
Usas

Mother goddesses; Great Mother
Aditi
Amaunet
Ammavaru
Anahita
Ártemis
Atargatis
Boldogasszony
Cihuacoatl
Durga
Gatumdu(g)
Gauri
Lannalanna

Kali
Kubaba
Kybéle
Ma
Mama
Mari (1)
Matres
Nammu
Ninlursanga
Ninmal
Oya
Zemes mate

Mountain deities
Adrásteia
Baal-Karmelos
Baal-Qarnain
Baal Sapon
Candamius
Dercetius
Ebech
Elagabal
Lazzi
Himavat
Jahwe
Kybéle
Liluri
Pele
Tork

Music, literature, dance, deities of
Apóllon
Baal-Marqod
Benten
Bragi
Dhrtarastra
Erato
Eutérpe
Gandharvas
Gratiae
Guan Di
Gwydyon
Hathor
Hérmes
Ihi
Kalliópe
Kaménae

Appendix I 221



Kinyras
Laka
Melpoméne
Meret
Muses
Odin
Orpheus
Oya
Polyhymnia
Rongo
Fiva
Terpsichore
Thalia
Uzume
Wen-chang
Zhong-Kui

Nature demons and spirits
Centaurs
Dryads
Elben
Fairies
Gandharvas
Gnomes
Heitsi-Eibib
Jinn
Juma
K’daai
Kiskil-lilla
Kobold
Laskowice
Maahiset
Maruts
Mikal → Michael
Oreades
Perit
Ten-gu
bTsan
Typhón
Uacilla
Vili
Valkyries
Wondjina

Night deities; dark aspect of the world
Abhiyoga
Arimanius

Ármány
God D
Kuk and Kauket
Nott
Nyx
Ördög
Ratri
Tepeyollotli
Varuja
Whiro

Nourishment, food, deities of (see also
Grain, deities of )
Ameretat
Chicome coatl
Durga
Inari
Tonacatecutli
Yum Kaax

Oaths, pledges and contracts, deities of
Dagda
Gaia
Lazzi
Hélios
Imara
Karuilem miunem
Mamitu
Mitra
Meri and Lurri
Shosshu
Styx
Tomor
Ull(r)
Veles
Vör

Oracles, deities of
Ammon
Anbay
Apóllon
Baal-Hammon
Baal-Karmelos
Endouellicus
Fortúna
Hubal
Ifa
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Nanme
Nereus
Proteus
Mamam
Tages
Ta’lab
Tir
Triglav
Yarhibol

Peace, deities of
Eirene
Pax
Rongo
Salman
Salus
Whope

Plants, deities of (see also Tree and 
forest deities, Grain, deities of,
Vegetation deities)
Ameretat
Chalchihuitlicue
Flóra
Han Xiang-zi
Haoma
Horae
Maia (2)
Nefertem
Pomona
Spes
Uneg
Xochipilli
Xochiquetzal
Zemyna

Primeval deities (see also Creator deities)
Adibuddha
Amaunet
Ammavaru
Amun
Anmar and Kimar
Atea
Atum
Chepre
Harsaphes
Heket
Izanagi

Izanami
Kematef
Namita
Nammu
Nehebkau
Neith
Nun
Ogdoad
Pothos
Preas Prohm
Ptah
Sirao
Tatenen

Progenitors of human race
Adam Kadmon
Bur(i)
Daksa
Gayomard
Kékrops
Manu
Martanda → Adityas
Ouiot
Purusa
Tiki
Yama
Yima

Protective deities; guardians
Acala
Aitu
Athená
Ayiyanayaka
Bhairava
Dadimunda
Dvarapala
Eranoranhan
Grama-devata
Guhyasamaja
Harendotes
Harsiesis
Heimdall
Hemsut
Heraklés
Hérmes
Heruka
He Xian-gu
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Hor-Hekenu
Imiut
Isis
Istadevata
Ixtab
Janguli
Janus
Júno Caeléstis
K’op’ala
Lama (2)
Lares
Lhamo
Mandah
Mbotumbo
Men Shen
Meresger
Mepa mate
Nahi
Nehebkau
Pañcaraksa
Pateke
Quiritis
Safa
Med
Shosshu
Fridevi
Sumbharaja
Toeris
Unut
Vighnantaka
Zotz

Protective spirits and demons
Alardi
Basajaun
Bes
Beset
Daimon
Elben
Fravami
Fylgir
Genii
Ka
Lama (1)
Nagual
Ora

Raphael
Yaksas
Yazata

Rain deities
Abhiyoga
Adad
Afi
Ah Bolom Tzacab
Asurakumara
Chac
Illapa
Indra
Mari (1)
Nagakumara
Ngai
Nommo
Pariacaca
Parjanya
Perkons
Perkunas
Pon
Rongo
Sodza → So
Telipinu
Tistriya
Tlaloc

Revenge, deities of
Adrásteia
Anat(h)
Erinyes
Petbe
Rudra
Tezcatlipoca
Vidar

Riches and prosperity, deities of (see
also Fortune, gifts, deities of )
Abundantia
Adad
Bab (1)
Cai Shen
Cernunnos
Daikoku (→ Shichi-Fukujin)
Dis Páter
Freyr
Gabjauja



Appendix I 225

Hades
Jambhala
Kubera
Kurukulla
Mahakala
Mammon
Mercurius
Plutos
Rosmerta
Sucellos
Teutates
Vasudhara

River deities
Acheloos
Asopós
Gakga
Hapi (2)
He Bo
Peneios
Sangarios
Sarasvati
Sequana
Styx
Tiberinus

Saviours and redeemers
Adam Kasia
Aditi
Adityas
Amida
Avalokitefvara
Bodhisattva
Da-shi-zhi
Guan Yin
Maitreya
Manda d-Hiia
Mi-lo Fo
Orunmila
Pistis Sophia
Saomyant
Tang
Tirthaykara
Yao-shi-fo

Sea deities
Achilleus
Amphitríte

Anky-Kele
Bangputys
Beher
Glaúkos
Jamm
Leukothea → Inó
Lir
Makemake
Manannan
Melqart
Minaksi
Nehalennia
Neptunus
Nereids
Nereus
Nethuns
Njörd
Okeanos
Olokun
Phorkys
Pontos
Poseidon
Proteus
Sedna
Tangaroa
Tinirau
Triton
Yu-qiang

Sickness, deities of
Apóllon
Dala Kadavara
Erra
Jarri
Lature Danö
Mari (1)
Mikal
Nergal
Remef
Rudra
Fitala

Sickness, demons of
Agam
Alardi
Alp
Asag
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Ays
Bilwis
Dimme
Elel
Jinn
Kukuth
Lamamtu
gNyan
Pazuzu
Thursir

Sky deities
Akafagarbha
Amenominakanushi
An
Arebati
Astar
Baal-Biq’ah
Baal-Mamem
Barmamin
Bel (2)
Bhima
Candamius
Dievs
Dyaus
Es
Faro
Hananim
Haroeris
Hathor
Horus
Inmar
Izanagi
Jabru
Juma
Jumala
Júpiter
Kamui
Mandulis
Mawu
Men
Mugasa
Ndjambi
Num
Num-Torum
Nut

Orisa Nla
Pon
Satúrnus Africanus
Shang-di
Singbonga
Mium
Skan
Tai-yi
Takamimusubi
Tengri
Tian
Tin
Tyr
Ülgän
Uranós
Urtzi
Yu-di
Zeus

Souls, guides of
Camaxtli
Charon
Charun
Cherti
Di-zang
Hermanubis
Hérmes
Ogmios
Thot
Turms
Urmanabi
We-to
Xolotl

Spirits (see also Demons and spirits
embodying evil, Good spirits and
demons, Nature demons and spirits,
Protective spirits and demons)
Abgal
Aitvaras
Baba (2)
Baba-Yaga
Bardha
Bercht
Gandharvas
Hesperides
Holle
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Juma
Kami
Kinnara
Laume
Maju
dMu
Naiads
Nymphs
Sugaar
Xhindi
Xian

Spring deities
Maia (2)
Ostara
Venus
Xipe totec
Zéphyros

Star gods, see Astral deities

State and nation, deities of
Almaqah
Amun
Assur
Baal-Hammon
Dusares
Laldi
Huitzilopochtli
Itzamna
Júno
Júpiter
Kamom
Kataragama
Kucumatz
Mahadeo
Mahaprabhu
Mahrem
Marduk
Melqart
Milkom
Ninmuminak
Ogma
Ptah
Saxnot
Sin (2)
Tinnit
Voltumna

Wadd
Zalmoxis

Sun deities
Adityas
Amaterasu
Apóllon
Arinna
Aton
Baal-Biq’ah
Behedti
God C
Cath
Chepre
Chors
Dabog
Ekhi
Elagabal
Hammon
Harachte
Harmachis
Harpokrates
Harsaphes
Hélios
Horus
Huiracocha
Huitzilopochtli
Hun-Hunapu
Hvar
Inti
Kinich Kakmó
Khyung-gai mGo-can
Lisa
Mahes
Malakbel
Mandulis
Marduk
Marici
Melqart
Mihr
Mithras
Mog Ruith
Nahhundi
Nefertem
Osiris
Palk
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Pugu
Re
Mamam
S̃ams
Mapm
Saule
Savitar
Shen Yi
Simigi
Mium
Miwini
Sol (1)
Sol (2)
Somtus
Suaixtix
Suchos
Sul
Surya
Svarog
Tawa
Tezcatlipoca
Tiwaz
Tnong
Tonatiuh
Upulevo
Utu
Vivasvat
Wi
Wunekau
Wuru(n)memu
Yarhibol
Ye’loje

Supreme gods, supreme beings (see also
State and nation, deities of )
Abora
Acoran
Ahone
Akongo
Aramazd
Armaz
Baiame
Bhagavan
Bhagwan
Buluga
Bumba
Bunjil

Cagn
Cghene
Devel
Hananim
Huiracocha
Hunab Ku
Imra
Io (2)
Īfvara
Kalunga
Karei
Katavul
Ka Tyeleo
Kitanitowit
Kun-tu-bzan-po
Leza
Manitu
Mayin
Mulungu
Narayana
Ngai
Niamye
Num
Nyame
Nzambi
Odin
Olorun
Ometeotl
Purá
Raluvhimba
Rigenmucha
Fiva
Tonacatecutli
Unkulunkulu
Visju
Vifvakarman
Watauinewa
Wele
Xucau
Zervan
Zeus

Thunder, deities of (see also Weather,
deities of )
Ah Bolom Tzacab
Asurakumara
Illapa



Ladon
Pukis
Stihi

Tree and forest deities
Abellio
Artio
Diana
Fagus
Fauna
Hathor
Heléne
Hiisi
Korrawi
Lykurgos
Medeine
Mepa mate
Pan
Silvanus
Tane
Tapio

Underworld, gods of
Aiakós
Alpan
Ataecina
Baal-Addir
Barastir
Beletseri
Belili
Bhavanavasin
Dis Páter
Djata
Dur
Enmemarra
Epona
Eremkigal
Gestinanna
Gwydyon
Hades
Hel
Hine-nui-te-po
Hunhau
Izanami
Karuilem miunem
Lature Danö
Laverna
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Júpiter
Karei
Lei-zi
Nagakumara
Pajonn
Pariacaca
Perkons
Perkunas
Perun
Sango
Susanowo
Taranis
Thor
Ukko
Urtzi
Xewioso

Time and eternity, deities of
Aetérnitas
Aión
Chons
Chronos
Hah
Kala
Satúrnus Africánus
Tai-sui-xing
Thot
Zervan

Town gods, see Local gods

Trade, commerce, travel, deities of
Ekchuah
Guan Di
Hekáte
Hércules
Hérmes
Ilmarinen
Jizo
Lares
Meness
Mercurius
Poseidon
Pusan

Treasure, demonic guardians of
Fafnir
Kaukas



Lelwani
Mamitu
Manes
Meslamta’ea
Mictlantecutli
Moma
Morrigan
Mot
Mutu
Nergal
Ninazu
Ningimzida
Orcus
Persephóne
Picullus
Pwyll
Mulmanu
Veles
Yan-lo

Vegetation deities (see also Plants,
deities of )
Abu
Adonis
Ariádne
Ártemis
Attis
Balder
Disir
Duillae
Dumuzi
Egres
Heléne
Hyákinthos
Kabiroi
Malakbel
Ningirsu
Pan
Persephóne
Sämpsä
Sif
Telipinu
Uto

Victory, deities of
Anahita
Korrawi

Nike
Vahagn
Verthragna
Victoria

War, deities of (see also
Demonslayers)
Adraste
Anat(h)
Apam napat
Aray
Arés
Assur
Astarte
Asthoreth
Athená
’Attar
Baal-Hadad
Badb
Beg-tse
Bellóna (2)
Cariociecus
Diomédes
Dolichénus
Guan Di
Gwydyon
Hachiman
Hadúr
Inanna
Indra
Imtar
Jarovit
Júpiter
Korrawi
Laran
Lug
Ma
Mahrem
Mars
Mars, Gallic
Mithras
Month
Morrigan
Murukan
Nanaja
Neith
Neto(n)
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Ea
Enki
Faro
Haurvatat
Jamm
Juras mate
Jutúrna
Kaménae
Kukulcan
Mandah
Mehet-uret
Nagakumara
Nethuns
Nun
Nymphs
Satis
Tiamat
Varuja

Water demons and spirits
Aegir
Apsaras
Egeria
Forneus
Harun, Haruna
Kappa
Katavi
Lahama
Mimir
Naiads
Ningyo
Nixe
Qandima
Ran
Rusalka
Vodnik

Weather deities (see also Lightning,
Rain, Thunder, deities)
Adad
Afi
Amm
Baal-Biq’ah
Baal-Hadad
Bhima
Dolichénus
Fjörgynn
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Ningirsu
Odin
Onuris
Oro
Quirinus
Rudianos
Rugievit
Sachmet
Safa
Sajigor
Maumka
Semnocosus
Skanda
Smertrios
Mulmanu
Svantevit
Teteo innan
Teutates
Tezcatlipoca
Triglav
Tu
Tyr
Upuaut
Vestius Alonieus
We-to
Wuru(n)katte
Zababa

Watchmen, demonic
Árgos
Luwawa
Kérberos
Ladon
Nehebkau
Python
Stihi

Water deities (see also Rain, River, Sea,
deities)
Ahurani
Apam napat
Apsu
Atlaua
’Attar
Chalchihuitlicue
Chnum
Donbittir



232 Appendix I

Gebeleizis
Ilmarinen
Imkur
Perendi
Quzah
Shurdi
So
Tarlunt
Taru
Temub
Thor
Wer
Zeus

Wind and storm, deities of
Aíolos
Amaunet
Amun
Baal
Baal-Hadad
Boréas
Eate
Euros
Fei Lian
Fujin
Ilmarinen
Martu
Notos
Oya
Quetzalcoatl
Rudra
Shen-nong
Stribog
Susanowo
Tate
Tore
Vata
Veja mate
Verbti
Yu-qiang
Zéphyros

Wine and drinking, deities of
Bácchus
Diónysos
Lalki
Haoma
Kvasir
Liber
Mayahuel
Mesmu
Soma
Tenenit

Wisdom, enlightenment, knowledge,
writing, deities of
Akafagarbha
Athená
Bodhisattva
Brahma
Buddha
Enki
Fudo Myoo
Gajefa
Hanuman
Hermes Trismegistos
Itzamna
Kvasir
Lao-zi
Mañjufri
Marduk
Metis
Nabu
Nisaba
Odin
Ogma
Prajña
Prajñaparamita
Quetzalcoatl
Sarasvati
Semat
Shen-Lha-od-dkar
Tir
Vidyadhara



Agave
Mayahuel

Almond-tree
Agdistis
Sangarios

Androgyny
’Attar
Awonawilona
Faro
Hermaphróditos
Hintubuhet
Kucumatz
Mahatala
Mawu
Nyame
Nzambi
Ungud

Animal ears
Bes
Charun
Satyr

Animal sacrifice 
(see also Bull sacrifice)
Ahriman
Semnocosus
Singbonga
Summamus
Upulevo

Antelope
’Attar
Candra
Pafupati
Seth

Antelope horns
Satis

Anthill
Amma

Anvil
Shosshu

Apple
Eris
Hesperides
Idun

Ark of the Covenant
Jahwe

Armpit
Lao-zi

Arrow
Amor
Ártemis
Atlaua
Ekajata
Éros
Hemsut
Kama
Kurukulla
Men Shen
Neith
Pattini
Quzah
Remef
Rudra
Sachmet
bTsan
Veive
Vila
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Ashes
Heruka
Kama
Fiva
Wonajö

Ass
Bali
Mitala
Vésta
Zhang Guo-lao

Ass’s foot
Empusa

Axe
Acala
Esus
Pajainen
Parafu-Rama
Perkunas
Sango
Marruma
Fiva
Ukko
Xewioso

Axe, double
Dolichénus
Temub

Baboon see Monkey

Ball
Awonawilona

Ball-game
Hun-Hunapu

Banana leaf
Narayaja

Bat
Hunapu
Li Tie-guai
Senmurw
Zhang Guo-lao
Zotz

Bathroom
Auseklis
Dieva deli

Battle axe
Anat(h)
Maruts

Beans
Lemures

Bear
Artio
Kallistó
Num-Torum

Bee
Aristaíos
Demeter
Lannalanna
Usinm

Bell
Akafagarbha

Belly
Gajefa
Hayagríva
Hotei
Jambhala
Silene
Yaksas

Bird (see also Eagle, Falcon, Heron,
Phoenix, Raven)
Garuda
Kinich Kakmo
Khyung-gai mGo-can
Kinnara
Mog Ruith
Nari
Senmurw
Strigae
Tangaroa
Tomam
Yu-qiang
Zu

Bison
Wi

Black
Ahriman
Asurakumara
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Bhutadamara
Camunda
Daevas
bDud
Kali
Lature Danö
Nirrti
Odudua
Orcus
Rahu

Blacksmith see Appendix I: Blacksmiths,
gods of

Blood
Adonis
Attis
Bhairava
Chinna-masta
Erinyes
Gigantes
Harsaphes
Karei
Kingu
Mama
Manzashiri
Namita
Pemba
Quetzalcoatl
Uranós

Blue
Dharma
Ekajata
Vighnantaka
Virudhaka

Boar
Arduinna
Attis
Freyr
Marici
Varaha
Verethragna

Bone
Buddhakapala
Mayahuel

Book, scroll
Arapacana
Cunda
Klio
Mañjufri
Moires

Bow (see also Arrow)
Assur
Jarri
Mal
Ogmios
Quzah
Shen Yi
Skanda
Ull(r)
Upuaut

Bowl
Bhairava
Concordia
Durga
Gajefa
Hygíeia
Kubera
Salus
Sigyn

Bowl, alms-
Amitabha
Fo

Box
Pandora

Breast
Ana
Estanatlehi
Hatuibwari
Lammtu
Minaksi

Breath
Bunjil
Selket
Mu
Vayu

Bridge
Heimdall
Ramnu
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Broom
Baba-Yaga

Buffalo
Lao-zi
Yama

Bull
Aatxe
Acheloos
Adad
Almaqah
Apis
Baal-Hadad
Bata
Buchis
Chentechtai
Dolichénus
Dyaus
El
Gurzil
Imkur
Kemwer
Mars
Mnevis
Month
Nandin
Pajainen
Parjanya
Risabha
Rudra
Meri and Lurri
Sin (1)
Fiva
Temub
Tilla
Yama
Yamantaka
Zeus

Bull head
Astarte
Minotaur
Vajrabhairava

Bull horns
Acheloos
Aglibol
Baal

Bull-man
Lama (1)
Lamamtu
Medu

Bull sacrifice
Liluri
Mithras
Perun
Saomyant

Bullet
Fortúna
Tyché

Butter, churning
Ida
Imra
Manu

Butterfly
Fatit
Hintubuhet
Itzpapalotl
Mahr
Xochipilli

Caduceus see Snakes, staff of

Camel
Arsu
Ufanas

Candle
Satúrnus

Cap, magic (conferring invisibility)
Alp
Hades
Perseus

Cassowary
Namita

Cat
Aitvaras
Bastet
Freyja
Para
Utgard-Loki
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Cattle (see also Cow, Bull)
Aemma Daeva
Geum Urvan
Mah
Mon
Vohu Manah

Cave
Amaterasu
Anubis
Cheiron
Demeter
Drug
Mihr

Chain
Ogmios
Safa

Charioteer
Aruja (2)
Candra
Dievs
Eos
Hélios
Indra
Manda
Mari (2)
Mithra
Nerthus
Nott
Phaéthon
Rahu
Savitar
Seléne
Sol (1 and 2)
Surya
Temub
Thor
Ukko
Usas

Circle
Adam Kadmon
Kitanitowit

Club
Baal-Hadad
Buddhakapala

Budha
Dagda
Deng
Dharma
Imkur
K’op’ala
Kubera
Mal
Mars, Gallic
Ogmios
Perun
Remef
Smertrios
Sucellos
Upuaut
Vajrayogini
Visju

Cock
Aitvaras
Lowalangi
Mercurius, Gallic
Murukan
Sraoma

Cock head
Abraxas

Coconut
Hainuwele

Coffin
Nut

Coins (see also Purse)
Cernunnos
Charon
Júno

Comb
Lamamtu

Coping stone
Atargatis
Kybéle

Corn see Maize

Cornucopia
Amáltheia
Concordia
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Epona
Fortúna
Gaia
Harpokrates
Matres
Nantosuelta
Pax
Plutos
Rosmerta
Svantevit
Tyché

Cow (see also Cattle)
Armaiti
Damona
Gaueko
Hathor
Hera
Hesat
Io (1)
Mehet-uret
Nerthus
Prithivi
Mentait
Usas
Viraj

Cow horns
Isis
Rat-taui

Crane
Fukurokuju
Jurojin
Shou Lao

Crocodile
Chentechtai
Djata
Leviathan
Nixe
Petesuchos
Seth
Suchos

Crocodile head
Ammit

Crooked staff
Anezti
Osiris
Thalia

Crow
Badb

Crown
Anahita
Anat(h)
Avalokitefvara
Beg-tse
Bhutadamara
Bodhisattva
Candarosana
Chensit
Cunda
Geb
Metatron
Remef
Samvara
Satis
Sumbharaja
Urthekau
Usnisavijaya

Crown, of horns
Enlil

Cypress
Ataecina

Dance
Baal-Marqod
Elves
Korybantes
Kurétes
Laka
Mars
Oya
Padmanartefvara
Fiva
Uzume

Darkness (see also Appendix I: Night
deities)
Abhiyoga
Ahriman
Arimanius
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Belial
Kiskil-lilla
Lature Danö
Lilith
Rahu

Deer
Artemis
Cernunnos
Finn
Itzpapalotl
Odin

Deer head
Fei Lian

Desert
Beletseri
Ha
Pachet
Seth

Diadem
Anahita
Hera

Dice
Apsaras

Disc (see also Sun)
Inti

Discus
Hyákinthos
Kamaksi
Mal
Surya
Visju

Dog
Anubis
Aralez
Bhairava
Charon
Chontamenti
Epona
Garm
Gula
Hekáte
Hunhau

Ke’lets
Kérberos
Lamamtu
Legba
Nehalennia
Raksas
Skylla
Sucellos
Xolotl
Yama

Dog head
Chors
Hermanubis
Sunmurw

Door
Janus
Men Shen

Dove
Anahita
Aphrodíte
Astarte
Hachiman
Nirrti
Shurdi
Tinnit
Turan

Dragon
Confucius
Djall
Fafnir
Gong Gong
Gou Mang
Kaukas
Ladon
Marduk
Mutu
Pukis
Python
Sárkány
Satan
Stihi
Susanowo
Th’uban
Tiamat
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Vairocana
Vritra
Yu-qiang

Dragonfly
Tnong

Drum
Kutkinnáku
Votan
Zhang Guo-lao

Duck
Sequana

Dwarf
Alp
Bes
Hayagríva
Iwaldi
Maahiset
Pateke
Troll

Eagle (see also Eagle, double)
Azizos
Bel (2)
Dusares
Elagabal
Isten (2)
Lowalangi
Malakbel
Nasr
Ningirsu
Raluvimbha
Tomor(r)
Tonatiuh
Zeus

Eagle, double
Ai Tojon
Rundas

Eagle, lion-headed
Imdugud

Ear of corn
Atargatis
Demeter
Jian Lao
Jumis

Nepit
Persephóne
Serapis
Spes
Tinnit
Vasudhara

East
Aksobhya
Bhaisajyaguru
Dhritarastra
Duamutef
Gou Mang
Indra
Mu Gong
Nephthys
Palk
Remanta
Sopdu

Eel
Kaia

Egg
Amma
Ammavaru
Kun-tu-bzan-po
Panku
Sun Hou-zi

Elephant
Aksobhya
Cakravartin
Dadimunda
Dala kadavara
Gajefa
Indra
Murukan
Preas Eyn
Fakra
Samantabhadra
Visju

Elk
Alcis

Eye
Amaterasu
Árgos
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Chenti-irti
Cherubim
Horus
Kemwer
Manzamiri
Midir
Mithra
Mog Ruith
Nareau
Odin
Panku
Re
Sango
Sirao
Surya
Tefnut
Thiassi
Tsukiyomi
Vanth

Falcon
Behedti
Bunjil
Chentechtai
Chenti-irti
Harachte
Harmerti
Haroeris
Hemen
Hor-Hekenu
Horus
Kebechsenef
Month
Nenun
Pariacaca
Re
Sokar

Falcon cloak
Freyja

Falcon head
Am

Fan
Zhong-li Quan

Feather
Beset
Chensit
Maat
Onuris
Oro
Si
Tatenen

Feather boa, Feather-snake
Kukulcan
Quetzalcoatl

Ferryman
Charon
Cherti
Urmanabi

Fifty
Enlil

Fig
Tinnit

Fig-tree
Upulevo

Finger
Daktyloi

Fir-cone
Satúrnus Africánus

Fire, Flame (see also Appendix I:
Fire deities)
Agni
Ahura Mazda
Amema Spentas
Atri
Brigit
Lhamo
Maui
Mihr
Minaksi
Olifat
Pandara
Perkunas
Prometheus
Qormusta
Remef
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Mrat
Sul
Vahagn
Vidyujjvalakarali
Vivasvat

Fire-sickle
Sugaar

Fish
Atargatis
Behanzin
Dagan
Hatmehit
Kama
Kukulcan
Manu
Matsya
Minaksi
Tinirau
Yu-qiang

Five
Nyame

Flower(s)
Adonis
Attis
Chasca Coyllur
Da-shi-zhi
Gratiae, Graces
Han Xiang-zi
Hyákinthos
Kama
Lan Cai-he
Mañjufri
Narkissos
Spes
Turan
Vidyadhara
Xochipilli
Xochiquetzal

Flute
Eutérpe
Han Xiang-zi
Krisja
Lan Cai-he

Mars[as
Nü-gua
Veja mate

Footprint
Gautama

Forty
Enki

Four-headed
Brahma
Dharmadhatuvagifvara
Gajefa
Paramafva
Porenutius
Preas Prohm
Samvara
Zervan

Fox
Inari

Fox-skin
Sabazios

Frog
Heket
Nun
Ogdoad
Para

Fruit (see also Apple, Pomegranate,
Peach)
Gaia
Jumis
Matres
Nehalennia
Pomona

Garland (see also Laurel)
Hymén
Lares
Lasas
Nethuns

Gazelle
Anuket
Fiva

Gazelle’s head
Remef
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Giant
Aloádes
Árgos
Bhutas
Cyclops
Diwe
Fornjotr
Jötun
Kalevanpojat
Mimir
Purusa
Rephaim
Thursir
Troll
Upelluri
Utgard-Loki
Ymir

Goat (female)
Amáltheia
Chimaira
Mamitu
Veive
Zana

Goat (male)
Agni
Akerbeltz
Asasel
Ba
Diónysos
Pan
Se’irim

Goat-skin
Silvanus

Gold
Aegir
Gullveig
Jambhala
Meret

Gold rain
Zeus see Perseus

Goose
Amun
Brahma

Geb
Kaltem

Grain (see also Ear of corn); see
Appendix I: Grain and maize deities

Grass, blade of
Yehl

Grass snake
Žaltys

Green
Amoghasiddhi
Larunda
Ratnapani
Uto

Hail
Eate

Hair
Mahr
Panku

Hair sacrifice
Ártemis

Hammer
Charontes
Charun
Horagalles
Pajainen
Sucellos
Thor
Ukko

Hand
Dian-Cecht
Hetepet
Juesaes
Ka
Lug
Nyame

Hand, birth from
Ayiyanayaka
Daksa

Hare
Gluskap
Kaltem
Unut
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Harp
Dagda

Head
Ikenga
Mimir
Ogmios
Purusa
Mesmu

Head, birth from
Abu
Athená
Juesaes
Thot

Headless
Aképhalos
Chinna-masta
Hunapu
Hun-Hunapu
Vajrayogini

Heart
Hike
Kucumatz
Ptah
Sihai → Sirao
Xochipilli

Hearth
Hestia
Lamaria
Lares
Safa
Thab-lha
Vesta
Zao Jun

Heel
Achilleus
Krisja

Helmet
Armaz
Laran
Maruts
Menrva
Virtus
We-to

Herald’s staff
Hermanubis
Hérmes
Iris
Turms

Heron
Djebauti

Hippopotamus
Behemoth
Ipet
Reret
Seth
Toeris

Honey
Afvin
Kvasir

Horn (see also Bull horns)
Amáltheia
Asthoreth
Chors
Diwe
Heimdall
H[pnos
Ikenga
Lares
Pafupati

Horse
Apam Napat
Afvin
Bhútas
Cakravartin
Candra
Charon
Dievs
Dioskúroi
Eos
Hvar
Isten (2)
Kalki
Nott
Pirwa
Poseidon
Remanta
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Sárkány
Seléne
Svantevit
bTsan
Víly

Horse head
Hayagríva
Kalki
Paramafva

Horse-rider
Arsu
Epona
Heron
Heros
Indra

Human sacrifice
Adraste
Ártemis
Baal-Hammon
Coatlicue
He Bo
Kulshedra
Moloch
Olokun
Tezcatlipoca
Tu (1)

Humming bird
Huitzilopochtli

Hunt, hunters see Appendix I:
Hunting deities

Ibex
Almaqah
Ta’lab

Ibis
Chons
Thot

Ice-block
Bur(i)

Ichneumon
Atum

Ivy
Thalia

Jackal
Ammavaru
Anubis
Duamutef
Upuaut

Jewels
Akafagarbha
Anahita
Aparajita
Armaz
Afokakanta
Avalokitefvara
Cakravartin
Ratnapani

Judge see Appendix I: Judgment deities

Jug
Nymphs
Olokun

Kerykeion see Herald’s staff

Kettle
Baba-Yaga
Dagda
Hymir

Key
Janus
Kybéle
Portúnus
Vanth

Knife
Bes
Buddhakapala
Ekajata
Sajigor
Unut

Ladle
He Xian-gu

Lamp
Nusku
Ran-deng
Upulevo
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Lance
Laran
Libertas
Mars
Menrva
Onuris
Virtus

Lapis lazuli
Bhaisajyaguru

Laurel
Apóllon
Dáphne

Laurel wreath
Aplu
Nike
Veive

Left
Daktyloi
Es
Fidi Mukullu
Kemwer
Laverna
Panku
Sirao

Lemon
Jambhala

Leopard
Tore

Lettuce
Min

Light (see also Appendix I: 
Light deities)
Amida
Amitabha
Lucifer
Marici
Pusan

Lightning (see also Appendix I:
Lightning deities)
Kucumatz
Lucifer

Ngai
Poseidon
Preas Eyn
Semele
Tirawa
Yima

Lightning flashes, cluster of
Adad
Almaqah
Amm
Baal-Hadad
Bel (2)
Dolichénus
Imkur
Taranis
Temub
Tin

Lingam
Pafupati
Preas Eyssaur
Fiva

Lion
Arsnuphis
Ártemis
Atargatis
Bastet
Budha
Dedun
Lebat
Kadem
Kybéle
Mahavira
Mahes
Mañjughosa
Mehit
Pachet
Pekar
Ratnasambhava
Ruti
Satúrnus Africánus
Maumka
Triphis
Urthekau
Vairocana
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Lion head
Aión
Aker
Chnubis
Dakini
Imdugud
Mu

Lion skin
Bes
Heraklés

Liver
Imset
Prometheus

Lizard
Imara
Kukulcan
Olokun

Lotus
Amitabha
Arapacana
Brahma
Cunda
Dharmadhatuvagifvara
Gakga
Harpokrates
Kamaksi
Khasarpana
Kurukulla
Laksmi
Narayaja
Nefertem
Padmanartefvara
Padmasambhava
gShen-rab
Somtus
Surya
Tara
Vasudhara
Visju
Vifvapani

Lungs
Hapi

Lyre
Apóllon
Hérmes
Kinyras
Terpischore

Maize
Chicome coatl
Kukulcan

Maize meal
Estanathlehi

Mango
Pattini

Mare
Loki

Mask
Melpoméne
Thalia

Mead
Goibniu
Hymir
Kvasir
Valkyries

Mermaid, merman
Abgal
Ningyo
Nixe
Oannes
Olokun
Triton

Metals (see also Gold)
Amema Spentas
Gayomard
Illmarinen

Milk
Amáltheia
Boldogasszony

Milk ocean
Ammavaru
Kurma
Naga
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Milk sacrifice
Acoran
Ida
Manu

Milky Way
Gwydyon
Heimdall
Labbu
Wondjina

Millipede
Sepa

Mirror
Amaterasu
Imdumtaya
Kubaba
Kybéle

Mistletoe bough
Balder

Mongoose
Jambhala

Monk
Aksobhya
Fo
Mi-lo Fo

Monkey
Hanuman
Hapi (1)
Hez-ur
Isten (1)
Mbotumbo
Ogdoad
Sun Hou-zi
Thot

Moon (see also Appendix I: Moon
deities)
Ahura Mazda
Amoghapafa
Afokakanta
Avalokitefvara
Baal-Mamem
Bhrkuti
Horus

Lature Danö
Nyame
Osiris
Ratnapani
Silewe Nazarata
Vasudhara

Moon, sickle
Aglibol
Arma
Chons
Mah
Saptaksara
Si
Sin (1)
Fiva
Tirthaykara

Morning and Evening Star see
Appendix I: Morning/Evening
Star deities

Mountain (see also Appendix I:
Mountain deities)
Assur
Ehlil
Huang Fei-hu
Júpiter
Mercurius, Gallic

Mountain ash
Alisanos
Raudna

Mouse
Pi3vu’3in

Mule
Seléne
Sipe gyalmo
Fridevi

Musical instruments (see also
Flute, Harp, Lyre)
Dhrtarastra
Erato
Hathor
Hérmes
Ihi
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Israfil
Janguli
Kinyras
Korybantes
Pan

Mussel
Cakravartin
Mal
Nareau
Nymphs
Tangaroa
Visju

Mussel-shell vehicle
Amphitríte

Myrrh tree
Adonis

Myrtle
Quirinus

Nail
Nortia

Navel
Aditi
Narayana
Purusa

Net
Maui
Ran

Noose
Acala
Amoghapafa
Asto Vidatu
Varuja
Vighnantaka
Yama

North
Amoghasiddhi
Ani
Hapi (1)
Kubera
Pekar
Tezcatlipoca

Thunupa
Vaifravaja

Nose
Susanowo

Oak
Perkunas
Thor
Zeus

Obelisk
Re

Ointment
Bastet
Hor-Hekenu

Olive-branch
Pax

Ostrich feathers
Anat
Maat

Owl
Athená
Camunda
Lilith

Owl’s head
Hunhau

Ox
Kwoth

Palm
Endouellicus
Hathor
Nike

Palm-leaf, frond
Hah
Thot

Palm-tree
Lao-zi

Panther
Dusares
Hebat
Kybéle
Marruma
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Parrot
Kama

Peach
He Xian-gu
Shou Lao
Sun Hou-zi
Xi-Wang-Mu

Peacock
Amitabha
Anahita
Hera
Murukan
Sarasvati
Skanda

Pearl
Allah
Virupaksa

Phallus (see also Lingam)
Dionysos
Freyr
Isten (2)
Min
Mutunus Tutunus
Satyr
Tu (2)

Phoenix
Aetérnitas
Xi-Wang-Mu

Pickaxe
Marduk

Pig
Afokakanta
Bjutas
Demeter
Endouellicus
Kirke
Lamamtu
Lowalangi
Marici
Nang Lha
Nut
Pryderi

Pwyll
Reret
Seth
Vajravarahi

Pillars
Hérmes
Inmutef
Irmin
Junit
Kamui
Num-Torum
Yima

Pine
Attis
Silvanus

Pine-cone
Demeter

Pipe
Whope

Plough
Balarama
Mac Gréine

Pole Star
God C
Dhruva
Mixcoatl

Pomegranate
Hariti
Kubaba
Persephóne
Tinnit

Pomegranate blossom
Anahita

Poppy
H[pnos

Potter’s wheel
Chnum
Ptah

Protractor
Fu-xi
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Purse
Kubera
Mercurius, Gallic
Mi-lo Fo
Sucellos

Rain see Appendix I: Rain deities

Rainbow
Binbeal
Iris
Julunggul
Mari (2)
Rauni
Rongo
Ungud

Rainbow snake
Julunggul
Wondjina

Ram
Agni
Ammon
Amun
Ba
Cherti
Chnum
Gao Yao
Harsaphes
Hérmes
Mari (2)
Mercurius, Gallic
Sango
Xewioso

Ram horns
Hommon
Tatenen

Rat
Gajefa

Rattle
Chalchihuitlicue
Chicome coatl

Raven
Kutkinnáku
Lug

Manda
Mihr
Odin
Yehl

Rays
Ariádne
Aton
Baal-Mamem
Cath
Chnubis
Ekhi
Inanna
Lug
Marici
Mummu
Mamam

Red
Amitabha
Arapacana
Astabhuja-Kurukulla
Camunda
Kataragama
Lature Danö
Murukan
Padmanartefvara
Paramafva
Thab-lha
Virupaksa

Reeds
Inanna

Reindeer
Horagalles
Num

Rhinoceros bird
Lowalangi
Mahatala

Right
Daktyloi
Es
Ha
Panku
Sirao

River see Appendix I: River deities
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Rock
Díke
Eranoranhan
Kumarbi

Rosary
Allah
Avalokitefvara
Bhrkuti
Brahma
Brhaspati
Mi-lo Fo

Rose
Saules meitis

Rudder
Fortúna
Isis
Tyché

Sack
Fujin

Salt
Gabija

Scales
Abat(t)ur
Ammit
Anubis
Michael
Moires
Ramnu

Scarab
Atum
Chepre

Scissors
Culsu

Scorpion
Ekchuah
Hedetet
Imara
Madrapa
Selket

Semen
Gayomard
Skanda

Sexual organs (see also Phallus, Womb)
Agdistis
Amma
Baubo
Hine-nui-te-po
Marunogere
Prajapati
Priapos
Sheila-na-gig

Shield
Anat(h)
Astarte
Budha
Hemsut
Mars
Menrva
Neith
Remef

Ship, boat
Dionysos
Nehalennia
Re
Shichi-fukujin
Sin (1)

Sickle
Bilwis
Chronos
Marduk
Mari (2)
Psezpolnica
Satúrnus Africánus
Uranós

Skeleton
Citipati

Skull
Bhutadamara
Buddhakapala
Ekajata
Kali
Krodhadevatas
Samvara

Smith, see Blacksmiths, gods of in
Appendix I
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Snail
Coatlicue
God D
Tecciztecatl

Snake
Acheloos
Aetérnitas
Agathós Daímon
Ahriman
Aión
Aparajit̄a
Apóllon
Apophis
Asklepiós
Athená
Atum
Api Dahaka
Bhairava
Bhutadamara
Bolla
Bulaing
Candarosana
Chepre
Chnubis
Demeter
Djata
Echidna
Erinyes
Genius
Glykon
Harun
Hatuibwari
Ledammu
Herensugue
Heron
Huitzilopochtli
Hygíeia
Illujanka
Janguli
Kadem
Kaia
Kematef
Keyeme
Krodhadevatas
Labbu

Lature Danö
Leviathan
Mahakala
Maju
Midgard-snake
Naga
Nehebkau
Nepit
Ningimzida
Nirah
Nü-gua
Ogdoad
Parfva
Quetzalcoatl
Rahab
Renenutet
Sabazios
Madrapa
Mai
Salus
Satan
Smertrios
Somtus
Sugaar
Susanowo
Tefnut
Thab-lha
Tuchulcha
Uto
Väinämöinen
Vanth
Virupaksa
Vritra
Wadd
Wonajö
Wunekau

Snake-dress
Coatlicue

Snake hair
Charun
Gorgons
Hekáte

Snake legs
Abraxas
Tages
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Snake-staff (caduceus)
Aesculápius
Asklepiós
Mercurius, Gallic
Rosmerta

South
Huitzilopochtli
Imset
Li
Rapithwin
Ratnasambhava
Virudhaka
Zocho

Spear
Anat
Astarte
Izanagi
Lug
Murukan
Odin
Skanda
Tin
Tyr

Spear-point
’Attar

Spindle
Imdumtaya
Lamamtu
Moires

Spinning and weaving
Ixchel
Laume
Moires
Nommo

Spittle, spitting
Bumba
Julunggul
Kvasir
Nainuema
Thot

Spoon
Durga
He Xian-gu

Spring see Appendix I: Spring deities

Springs and wells
Borvo
Chac
El
Goibniu
Grannus
Jutúrna
Kaménae
Mimir
Muses
Nethuns
Nymphs
Yarhibol

Staff (see also Herald’s staff,
Crooked staff, Snake-staff )
Aplu
Brhaspati
Cakravartin
Dionysos
Imtanu
Janus
Jizo
Nechbet
Tlaloc
Ufanas
Xochipilli

Stake
Amera(t)
As (Aesir)
Cghene

Star (see also Appendix I: 
Astral deities)
Imtar
Mamam
Xian

Stomach
Duamutef

Stone (see also Rock)
Allat
Deive
Dusares
Elagabal
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Empung Luminuut
Éros
Grama-devata
du-l Halasa
Hubal
Kybéle
Papas
Preas Eyssaur
Ullikummi

Stones, heap of
Heitsi-Ebib
Hérmes

Stupa
Gautama
Maitreya

Stylus
Nabu
Nisaba

Summer
Auxo
Horae
Huitzilopochtli
Rapithwin

Sun (see also Appendix I: Sun deities)
Ahura Mazda
Akafagarbha
Aker
Aksobhya
Allah
Astabhuja-Kurukulla
Atri
Baal-Mamem
Lowalangi
Nyame
Ostara

Sun-disc (see also Winged sun)
Apis
Arinna
Aton
Behedti
Cath
Hathor
Isis

Rat-taui
Suchos

Sun, eye of
Haroeris
Horus
Sachmet
Uto

Sunshade
Aparajita

Swallow
Makemake
Mula Djadi
Tang

Swan
Brahma
Sarasvati
Turan
Víly
Zeus

Swastika
gShen-rab
Sipe Gyalmo
Suparfva

Sword
Acala
Akafagarbha
Arapacana
Armaz
Budha
Cakravartin
Cajdarosaja
Dievs
Ekajata
Ikenga
Kalki
Lü Dong-bin
Mal
Mañjufri
Michael
Mot
Perseus
Rugievit
Sárkány
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Saxnot
Sipe Gyalmo
Surt(r)
Ukko
Virudhaka
We-to
Zhong-Kui

Tears
Eos
Freyja
Tara

Ten
Imkur

Thirty
Kumuh
Sin (1)

Three
Ouiot
Visju
Xiuhtecutli

Three-eyed
Acala
Bhutadamara
Ekajata
Heruka
Krodhadevatas
Mahakala
Saptaksara
Fiva
Sumbharaja

Three-headed, three-faced
Amoghasiddhi
Guhyasamaja
Marici
Nzambi
Sarasvati
Triglav
Usnifavijaya
Vairocana
Yamantaka

Throne
Allah
Atargatis

Cherubim
Lanwamuit
Lebat
Isis
Mamam

Thumb
Daksa

Thunder (see also Appendix I:
Thunder deities)
Baiame
Buluga
So

Thunderbolt (see also Vajra)
Amoghasiddhi
Niamye
Saptaksara
Vighnantaka

Thyrsos staff
Dionysos

Tiger
Cai Shen
Li

Tiger-skin
Candarosana
Ekajata
Mahakala
Parjafavari

Toad
Heng E
Tawiskaron

Toe
Namita
Narayana

Tongue
Hike
Ptah

Torch
Amor
Cautes and Cautopates
Culsu
Dionysos
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Erinyes
Hekáte
Hymen
Kukulcan
Phosphóros
Thanatos
Toeris
Vanth

Tortoise
Fukurokuju
Jurojin
Kafyapa
Kurma
Mercurius, Gallic
Prajapati

Tree (see also Appendix I: 
Tree deities)
Dryads
Fagus
Gautama
Hamam(m)eli
Hathor
Heléne
Hun-Hunapu
Isten (2)
Kaltem
Lao-zi
Mahatala
Mal
Murukan
Nareau
Ningimzida
Pemba
Sirao
Teharonhiawagon
al-Uzza

Tree, birth from
Bestla

Triangle
Tinnit

Trident
Agni
Harihara
Poseidon

Sipe Gyalmo
Fiva

Triple staff
Bhrkuti

Turnip
Egres

Turquoise snake
Huitzilopochtli

Two-headed, two-faced
Ani
Harihara
Janus

Ūrja
Fo
Gautama

Usnisa
Fo
Gautama

Vajra (see also Thunderbolt)
Acala
Aksobhya
Indra
Fakra
Vajrapani
Vajrasattva
Vajravarahi

Vessel (see also Bowl, Water-pot)
Sucellos

Vine
Gapn
Gemtinanna

Vulture
Manda
Mut
Nechbet

Vulture-crest
Rat-taui

Water (see also Appendix I:
Water demons, Water deities)
Amitabha
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Amoghasiddhi
Marama
So

Water-buffalo
Lao-zi

Water-pot (see also Jug)
Agni
Anahita
Bhrkuti
Brahma
Brhaspati
Ea
Gakga
Okeanos
Ufanas

West
Amentet
Amitabha
Chontamenti
Estanatlehi
Ha
Isdes
Kebechsenef
Ru Shou (→ Gou Mang)
Varuja
Virupaksa
Xi-Wang-Mu

Wheel
Avalokitefvara
Cakravartin
Fortúna
Gautama
Harihara
Locana
Mog Ruith
Taranis
Tyché
Vairocana
Yama

Whip, scourge
Anezti
Osiris

White
Amoghapafa

Aparajita
Arapacana
Buchis
Candra
Cunda
Dhrtarastra
Faro
Gauri
Giltine
Khasarpana
Locana
Mawu
Ora
Singbonga
Usnifavijaya
Vairocana

Wind, storm (see also Appendix I: Wind
deities)
Adro
Buluga
Empung Luminuut
Enlil
Gaueko
Harpies
Iya
Kwoth
Psezpolnica
Sachmet
Sun Hou-zi
Tirawa
Tomor(r)
Typhón
Verethragna
Wunekau

Wings
Alardi
Alpan
Ámor
Arma
Ártemis
Charun
Éros
Genii
Gorgons
Hatuibwari
Hymén
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H[pnos
Lasas
Marchocias
Orcus
Phosphóros
Maumka
Seraphim
Tabiti
Turan
Vidyadhara

Winged shoes
Hérmes
Perseus
Turms

Winged sun
Ahura Mazda
Assur
Behedti
Horus
Imtanu
Mamam

Winter
Aksobhya
Vairocana

Wolf
Fenrir
Laskowice
Lupercus

Mani
Mars
Odin
Romulus
Upuaut

Womb
Aditi
Hathor
Fakti

Wood
Brahman

Woodpecker
Mars
Picus

Wool
Ariádne

Yellow
Aparajita
Afokakanta
Bhrkuti
Ratnasambhava
Vaifravaja
Vasudhara

Zodiac, Signs of
Aión
Narisah
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In addition to general works on comparative
religion and the history of religion, such as
Christel Matthias Schröder’s Die Religionen der
Menschheit (Stuttgart, 1960), and mythologi-
cal reference books such as Hans-Wilhelm
Haussig’s Wörterbuch der Mythologie (Stuttgart,
1961), monographs on the individual deities
and demons are useful works to consult.
Encyclopedias and other works in which the
material is arranged by religion, tribe or country
are also valuable sources of information, as are
works which attempt to give a general overview
of the complexities of the individual divinities.
This bibliography concentrates on works which
fall within these categories.
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